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PREFACE. 



In the prosecution of the attempt contained in the fol- 
lowing pages, it has been the general aim of the Writer 
to illustrate some of those portions of the history of 
Great Britain which are most worthy of being engraven 
on the heart and memories of her citizens : to essay the 
elucidation of a class of particulars, which appear to be 
peculiarly important in studying the progress of the 
British Constitution ; but which are almost buried un- 
der the rubbish of mistake and misrepresentation : and 
to put the whole subject into, as pleasing a dress as he 
had it in his power )6 supply ;. and thus attain the great 
end of all literary ^cbeavour — practical utility. 

Although it is to be'expected, not only that the sen- 
timents promulgated should be somewhat tinged with 
the appropriate character of the speakers, and that an 
author should be allowed a certain indulgence in the 
estimate of his hero ; yet, it would be a treatment too 
unceremonious of the prejudices even of good men, were 
the following lines allowed to creep into the world with- 
out some serious vindication of the view which is there 
taken of the character of Ouvbr Cromwell. And it is 
proper to admit, on the threshold, that his life is here 
estimated more favourably than has hitherto been tlM 

i 
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allotment of the most friendly author: although the 
learned reader will be aware, that the opinion of the 
public has undergone a partial change of late years, and 
become unwontedly propitious on this subject. The 
Idnger we recede from the perplexity of the times in 
wbicb this extraordinary man lived, so, proportionally. 
Ins the general persuasion concerning him become less 
ioesLonible; and, in 6nrv«3rfng some portions of his his- 
ta^y, the ^world has at length vouchsafed to wear an as- 
fiect ai«iQ8t kindly, -and relax into an indulgent smile. 

'Bting somewhat aware of the delicacy of entering 
iqioii a subject like Ibis, which has in it the seeds of 
Imticipies, of which the discussion is calculated to agi- 
tate the tmnds of all partis in the IState ; it will be in 
vminfor me t6 plead that I hokl sentiments either on 
that side dfaatibfial politics which some designate as 
pttAriolic,' or on that wbicb others consider as the most 
svfe: for ny readers, if I have any, will probably de- 
termiile this point for ne. Thi^ much I may admit, 
that radicalism I dislike, to say the least, in all its 
bcandica : at the same tim^, I bavft^ long thought that 
nanywlio concur With Bie ^neraHy in political views, 
have erred widely in representing the €romwells and 
HaitpdeaH'of Charlefir' days, as of one spirit with the 
levelltos oi present times. For it appears manifest that 
there Is froonimoQ t^dency to conlbund these estremely 
differem chisses in a uniform proscription. 



Ill 



The yoaifa of Great Britain are for the moat part 
taught this salutary lessouy to regard with horror the 
principles some time ago imported from France ; and to 
look with a little jealousy upon the schemes of those 
who are prone to consider all innovation as improve* 
ment. Upon this footing they are initiated into the 
history of their country. Bat in the imprudent deli-^ 
very of the task, Hume and Clarendon alone are pat 
into their hands ; and they are desired to eye with a 
becoming indignation and ferocity, those wretched hy- 
pocrites who withstood the Charleses and the penal 
acts : when it may be, in a tissue of historical sophism- 
try, the naked truth breaking forth, the young disci pJe 
not only begins secretly to suspect that Hampden wac 
not so ** mischievous" as he is represented by Claren- 
don 'y but feels an inclination to follow with complacency 
the footsteps of the Protector in the crusade against 
ecclesiastical tyranny : and becomes quickened and aU 
lured with those parts of Hume's narrative, where at 
Marston Moor or Naseby, " the choice troops of the 
Parliament are conducted to victory, inured to danger 
under that determined leader, animated by zeal, and 
confirmed by the most rigid discipline." 

Thus are the youth led to a suspicion of their instruc- 
tors: and if they chance, in maturer age, to look into 
Neal's History, or some original Memoir on the Parlia- 
ipent side, being but ill prepared for its reception; by 
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the unwise vituperation of their tutors against the Pu- 
ritans; then, not only Hume, Clarendon, King Charles, 
but even the venerable, though not faultless. Church of 
England, stand fair to be for ever lessened in their eyes : 
while the dissenting interest naturally obtains especial 
favour. And it may even happen that they become no 
way disinclined to the walks of radical reform, having 
been previously misled so far as to regard Mr. Hampden, 
as the demagogue of his time. 

• Although in the present period, and for the lapse of 
generations, civil liberty has been the supreme object 
of the desires or the apprehensions of the inhabitants of 
Great Britain ; yet it is e&tremely remarkable that in 
the fore part of the seventeenth century, and in the reigns 
previous to that of Charles I., the aspirations of the wise 
.and patriotic were not so particularly directed to civil, 
as to religious freedom. The former seems to have then 
held but a minor place in the regards of men, while the 
aim at freedom of conscience in ecclesiastical affairs, was 
the spring of all the movements of those militant ages. 
But religious liberty, the elder brother, opened the way 
to the younger ; and after a time they seemed to march 
side by side. From this circumstance, however, it is 
demonstrable, that no student of British constitutional 
history can expect to arrive at perfection in his object, 
without deep and accurate knowledge of the ecclesias- 
tical, as well as civil concerns of the nation. Here lie 



the springy of action, and witboat an acquaintance with 
theae, the history of onr realm will appear a maaa of 
effects wilhont adequate causes ; the agenta will appear 
to want motiree, or be impelled by snch as are altoge* 
ther disproportioned to the results produced. Thus 
does British history shew in the hands of Hume, whooe 
antipathy to religion would not permit him to do more 
than take a loathing glance at the ecclesiastical concerns 
of the empire : and accordingly his work, howerer 
beautifully written, is full of inconsistency and causal 
defect, on the most important branches of the progress 
of onr system of 6o?emroent. In this point he can 
scarcely be esteemed a philosophical historian. He does 
not proceed from an induction of fkcts to elucidate 
general principles of government and action. If his 
error were not unhappily in England nearly universal, 
it might be amusing to see how summarily this writer 
disposes of the question of the generation of the great 
principle of religions toleration. ** It is remarkable,'* 
he says, ** that so reasonable a doctrine owed its origin, 
not to reasoning, but to the height of extravagance and 
fanaticism." If Mr. Hume had proceeded upon Baconian 
practice, he would have suspected his own preconceived 
judgment in this matter, and perceiving excellent and ex« 
tensive results, would have patiently investigated the 
source whence they flowed, and sacrificed his former con* 
ceptions at the shrine of truth. Or if he had been actuate 



ed by the most ordinary zeal to instruct his readers in the 
realities of his subject, he would have thought it no lost 
time to expend some candid and neutral consideration on 
« cardinal point in our history : which must indeed be 
considered as the germ of much of the civil and religi- 
ous liberty of England, completed at the Revolution in 
1688 ; as well as of that of our former American colo- 
nies : and thence, as the source of this transcendent 
possession in several of the kingdoms of modern Eu- 
rope, in South America, and other parts of the habita- 
ble globe. If the principle of toleration had not ema- 
nated amoiig religious professors, its first promulgators 
would long ago have been canonized by the world, and 
covered with glory. But it is deemed impossible that any 
pure stream can be derived from such a fountain. And 
if facts are appealed to, which appear in truth to be ir- 
refragable, the series of noble consequences that have 
flowed is attributed perhaps to chance ; or to some oc- 
cult source that really cannot be detected. 
. No character in British history has been so merci- 
lessly dealt with as that of Oliver Cromwell. And not 
only has he suflered unjustly from the hands of the pro<> 
fane, but also from men of whose piety there can be no 
reasonable doubt. This charge may seem questionable. 
Can men of genuine piety be guilty of dishonesty like 
this? But any candid enquirer versed in the history 
of religipus controversy, will be assured, that the mea- 
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sore of n adyemry's character it not to be taken fron 
the guage eveii of a piooa opponent. It is wonderful to 
contemplate the hard words that have passed between 
the most godly men when thej differed in opinion. And 
this is more oboenrable, when the parties, poshing their 
differences to an extreme, persist in believing, or af- 
fecting to beliere, that they have the eapedal sanction 
of Scriptore on their own aide. In most ecclesiastical 
disputes therefore, when an appeal has been made to 
Scripture, the wrath fur passions have been incurably 
excited; because although many excellent minds can 
bear to be adjudged as mistaken reasoners in human 
affurs ; yet it requires a sanctity of temper rarely to 
be met with, to bear meekly the imputation of favonr- 
ing opinions contrary to dinne reyelation : for in affirm- 
ing such a i)Osition against a man, deliberate sin toward 
heaven, and not mere human mistake is charged. . HIbit- 
ing this in view, and the remains of corruption in the 
best of men, we shall not be startled to find bitterlibels 
indulged in by one religious character against another ; 
or that differences on points of Calvinism and Arminian- 
ism. Episcopacy, Presbytery and Independency, give 
rise to the falsest views and expressions regarding others, 
even among men of whom the best hopes may be enter-> 
tained of their individual spiritual state. But as Crom- 
well successively withstood the pretences of various 
sects, so has he successively stood the brant of their 
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BuarepresenUtion.. And it has not b«eo a fljiog sliot 
from one particular quarter, or at one particular period 
with which he has been assailed ; but a tremendous 
storm from circling and surrounding batteries, re*ecbo« 
ed and rdMlowed through the rolling progress of cen-* 
lories. 

For a loB^ time it was the mode to place on Crom* 
well's shouiders^ the censure of all the misery of that 
period whieh some writers affect to call the great rebel- 
lioo* He Yam bees represented as setting early snares 
for the subversion of monarchy, without motive but 
his oiwn personal aggrandizement: of effecting this pur- 
pose by consummate hypocrisy ; of cheating all parties, 
raisiiig himself selfishly to the throne, and ending a 
reign of oppression and terror, with a fanatical and ir- 
religious deatlu The reverse of all which is demons- 
irabie. For to a neutral and candid person it may be 
inoontestrbly shewn, that disinterested patriotism in the 
most moderate degree required decisive hostility to the 
King's measures ;^ that Ch>mwellas well as others acted 
from honest principle in this respect, and had but too 
cogent reasons to rouse them; that he fairly proceeded 
from one step of* power to another, by the natural pro- 
gress of events, without being liable to the imputatiatt' 
of remarkable and criminal ambttios ; thai the chief 
magistracy of Great Britain was entailed on him by 
motives of self pi^servatioo, by the regard which is 
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dae to the protection of inestimable religions privilegeSy 
and in general by tbe incidence of things, which per-* 
haps he himself could not, in one sense, counteract : and 
that his reigpi, considering the untoward circumstances 
of it, presents nothing for which to load his memory 
with reproach. 

We now generally understand the political maxiroi 
that in revolutions the tendency of things leads to mi* 
litary despotism : and from a philosophical considers* 
tion of the subject, some statesmen had the sagacity to 
predict, that such behoved to be the upshot of affaijrt 
lately in France. But it may be asked, why we do not 
apply our newly acquired knowledge of this phenome^ 
Bon of hnman nature to the parallel case of our own 
history? It is evident that the mere insulated circum* 
stance of CromwelPs coming to tbe throne of Great 
Britain, is by itself no irrefragable evidence of criminal 
ambition. Nevertheless, the bare fact of his being found 
in the King's chair is the grand fault with which he 
seems chargeable. If the confusion of a revolution, and 
the turmoil of conflicting powers is only to be com- 
posed by the army taking to itself supremacy, who but 
the head of the army was the regular head of the state ? 
This consideration, therefore, seems at one blow to vevk^ 
der indifferent and neutralise all the clamour of personal 
ambition, usurpation, and other crimes, with which the 
memory of Cromwell continues to be encumbered; 



fettfided oa the mere point of his haying assumed the 
sairereign power. Not but that he may be proved on 
otber grounds to hare been both hypocritical and ambi- 
ftUms. But the burden of t^e proof lies now on his ac-> 
fueers*^ And no one is entitled to assume that the headi 
of a revolutionary army is eo ipsoy by that very circum- 
sUnce^ an assemblage of bad qualities. Because the 
revolutionary state of a country may have arisen from 
eavses of which the army were perfectly innocent ; the 
GcBeral may have been the best of men ; and may have 
kad civil authority forced upon him to save the country 
Iram abortive, and bloody changes of faction , and the 
httR^drs of a state when rule and government were alto- 
gether wanting. The terrific variation of scene dis- 
played so fully in the commencement and first part of 
te French revolution, and the subsequent supremacy 
of the military power, throw a light on this portion of 
owr own history, to which we would do well no longer 
to shut our eyes. Error here leads the way to a tbou-^ 
Sttttd misconceptions in thia nation^ where every oae is 
aecustomed to judge of politics ; and nourishes the coun* 
try in mistake. 

I venture to lay down the following positions as irre- 
fragable. TbalP Charles I. held dangerous and uncon^ 
Btitutional views of personal aggrandisement, totally 
of{)osed to the true interests of the nation. That it 
wa». proper his contrivances shonld be opposed nid 
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cheekad ; and those who did so on fair grottndi Are no 
way blameabk. That althoug^h Charles bad maiy good 
mkI aaiable qnalitieSy a straighUforward aineerily was 
not of tbeae. That his was not the stedfast honest obn* 
racier which WiUian HI. exhibited. That be bad not 
rthe same confidence of the nation which the latter pes* 
sessed, nor did he equally deserve it. That the Parlia* 
menty Uierefore, coald not reaaooably be expected te 
tmstium or his engagements; a circumatance consti* 
tnting none of the least misfortuiiea of his reign. That 
the csascientioiis part of the nation had fair ground for 
insisting that the scenes of religious persecntion of filU 
zabelh'a and James' reign shoald be discon tinned ; and 
the facilities enjoyed by Church .and State for that end 
abrogated : not to mention a right to demand secnritiep 
lor ihe fnreservation of the Civil Constitutioo. That 
botbKsngnnd Parliament erred extremely in refoaing 
retigiolis trteration to the army, and the body of the 
pec^e: ihe former insisting on the maintenance of 
fenal i^piscopacy, to the suppression of every olher per<P 
snasten ; and the latter no less fond about exdnsive 
Presbytery. That the army suffered for a sorpnaing 
ivaoB the obstinacy of both these parties, and were 
4«speciM .and lender in their applications for relief, 
aotsrilbstaBdiiig that baviDg the power of the sword^ 
4fafy>pQsaesBi^ authority uncontroulable if pot into.ex<- 
cvsiae* That i t was natural ,for the army . jto hecoipe: ir* 
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ritated at the obstinate refusal of their jast and innocent 
demands, and fearful of the state of things were they to 
be difarmedy and either King or Parliament to. gain the 
civil snpremacy* And that their assumption of the 
sovereignty over both these parties was therefore a na* 
tural consequence. That in the first part of this debate, 
the army appear in a most extraordinary and favourable 
light, asking nothing more than what the feeblest and 
meanest British citizen now enjoys. That although the 
death of the King was a deplorable event ; yet there are 
many alleviating circumstances as to Cromwell's share of 
this transaction, who was not commander-in-chief at the 
timeiof the impeachment, who did not wish to concur 
in the step, and is allowed by his enemies to have been 
willing that the King should have escaped. . And this 
without entering upon the question, whether the King 
had virtually committed high treason against the state ; 
or wfae^er the principle of self-preservation justified 
the army in this extremity. That to avoid utter anar- 
chy, it was laid upon Cromwell to take the government, 
which came fairly and naturally to his hand, as, head of 
the army. How equitably he attained to military pro- 
motion we shall afterwards attend to. That when be 

• 

did attain to power, he used it well, and his administra« 
of justice was excellent. l%at although he found it 
necessary to gird the laws tight around the Episcopa- 
lians, yet this was not on account of their rdigious 
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persaasion, biit their political practi^ against tba ex* 
isting goYernmeot. That hit general treatment of the 
Royalists was humane, and he gave the judges orders 
to exercise mercy on the circnits towards them as 
much as possible. That there are innamerable instances 
on record of his nice feelings of honour, generosity, 
courtesy, benevolence, and encouragement of learned 
and good men. That trade and agriculture flourished 
in a degree remarkable, when we consider the nnfavour- 
able circumstances of the times. That genuine religion 
prospered during his reign, and profligacy was dis- 
countenanced and suppressed ; and to prove this, let 
the whole historians of the time be consulted and com- 
pared, and not one party alone made to pronounce in 
what the religion and worth of a nation consists. That 
the clamour about the defects of literature and the arts 
in this period, is now generally admitted to be over- 
rated or groundless : as the harvest of learned men in 
the next generation, disproves the charge of want of 
education. That many of Cromweirs views of law and 
government were considered so intrinsically excellent, 
as to have been for that cause re-enacted in after reigns. 
His behaviour in the case of the Waldenses is very fa- 
vourable to his reputation ; and he transacted the af- 
fairs of the nation with such judgment and success, as 
-to muke the English extremely respected and beloved 

by neighbouring states. — These all appear to be sub- 

B 
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stantial facts, although it would take a volume to dis- 
cuss the subject at any length. They are now general- 
ly admitted, or only faintly denied by opposite writers 
of the present age. And if some ardent puritan of this 
century were to place this reign as next to that of Wil- 
liam III., or Alfred, in genuine benefit to the country ; 
there are not wanting enquirers who have given some 
study to the subject, who would not be disposed to 
deem this a very erroneous conclusion. 

But the private life of the Protector may now claim 
our consideration* And among other flaws with which 
he has been arraigned, stands first in time, the reproach 
of a profligate youth. His accusers, however, slate that 
from a life of notorious libertinism, he attained to 
sobriety of dc'portment, and inc^ensive regularity. 
And some of his eneinies allow him to have merited the 
praise of bring a kind husband, parent, and friend. 
They nevertheless continue to hold that all the altera- 
tion of his demeanour was sheer hypocrisy, to suit hb 
own ambitious views« Those, however, who know what 
it takes to accomplish such a change of character as is 
here represented, will pause before bringing in a ver- 
dict of deceit. In opposition to these fables, it ia be- 
lieved that Cromwell never was the prodigal that, has 
been described. His early marriage, domestic virtues, 
and some strong facts, brought \» hght iu a lalA me- 
mmr of his representative, (Mr* Cron^well,) induca o»e 
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to ccmclttde that tfcere it little or nothing in thit cen- 
sure* He has also been generally accused of an insati* 
Bbkt ambition ; bat on fair investigation, the prevailing 
passion of his life will be foand to have been neither 
exorbitant love of power, nor hatred of monarchy, but 
a lofty zeal for religions liberty; in which, UIm many 
otlMT great men, he oatwent the notions of his age. 
Mes like Hame, unacquainted with the holy dread of 
the diTine character, find difficulty in conceiTing how 
any rational being could feel it an intolerable calamity, 
to be constrained to particular forms of worship : and 
cannot understand the agony that might overwhelm a 
tender conscience in the view of violating preconceived 
judgpnaent of divine trnth, by the adoption of what they 
consider unscriptural ceremonies, through the menace 
if fetters and exile. Such persons, therefore, cannot 
be supposed capable of entering into the bitterness of 
those resolutions, which induced Cromwell to think on 
bidding farewell to his country, to pursue religious 
liberty in the wilcte of America. But it may be re- 
marked, that this circumstance indicates no deep pre- 
determination of overturning the government ; as he 
seems to have been only restrained by force from put- 
ting this sdieme of banishment into execution. Hume 
says that Charles had better have let him go ; as if 
Cromwell had been the only obstacle in his way. 
Whereas the Ring would probably have found that there 
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was no paucity of oth^r heads and hearts to act the part 
of the Protector; for it is scarce doubtful that the ma- 
jority of respectable and right-thinking men did. side 
against the rery questionable measures of the courts 
t The conduct of Cromwell as captain of a. troop of 
horse, and his career afterwards to the chief command, 
are, I think, in all leading particulars, irreproachable. 
It may.be asked what considerations excited him to.en- 
{(age in such a struggle* Let the student of British 
coBSlatutional history fead attentively the original me- 
moirs of the five reigns. preceding that of the first Char- 
les, and he will discover a pertinent answer to this ques- 
tion^ We of the present day are privileged to worship 
in ibat form which we find most to accord with our 
views of revelation. But }t is important to reflect that 
ruinous law expenses, fines, removal of families, wailing 
of wives and children, imprisonments, cropping of ears, 
banishment, and death, were the assured trials that 
awaited the conscientious in these things, even in Eliza- 
beth's boasted days. From all this Cromwell saved 
England ; and it is somewhat melancholy to think th^t 
his reward has been evil for good. " But in order," 
cries some devotee on the other side, " that fanatics 
might haye scope to worship in an unconstitutional man- 
ner, contrary to a.tatute ; was this a principle for the 
establishment of which it was worth while that the King 
should l^ slain, and the whole frame-work of Church 



XVII 

and State lerelled to the gproand ? What example this 
for posterity ! and for the «aine reason, every fretfal, 
morose malcontent maj be justified in sedition and re« 
bellion to the end of time.'* Thiis do men of these sen« 
timents arg^e ; and to this reasoning, if such it maj bo 
caHedy an overwhelming majority of the English nation 
have listened with approbation for near two hundred 
years; judging that toleration in matters of conscience 
is an article of by no means that exalted value, to be 
purchased at such an unreasonable price as the Puri- 
tans bid for it. Many who indulge themselves in the 
habitual vituperation of Cromwell, would as little as he 
have submitted to bend their consciences at the iron beck 
of a despot; br prostrate even mere speculative views of 
right at his demand, or lower the flag of their most tri- 
vial inclination to his passing pomp. But these excel- 
lent persons dwell safely in their pleasant manors, en- 
joying all the English liberty that the Puritans pur- 
chased for them through strife and blood : and prate 
against their benefactors with as much asperity as if 
they had been aggressed and injured, instead of having 
been loaded with unspeakable benefits at their hands* 

Some time previous to the battle of Naseby, the af- 
fairs of the Parliament wore a gloomy appearance. 
Men's hearts failed for fear. Essex, their general, was 
fukewarm. The regal forces were congregating on all 
sides, and matters coming to a crisis. The PaiHa^ 
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ine&t-s afmy^ was iti a-fttate oawarttk^ and disorganiEed ; 
^nd the time evidently arrived when resolute decision 
«d<ni^ ebuld preserve the Comtnonwealth from be»igide« 
graded b^ the royal band Into the abased eondition .of 
Spam or France. To effect a beneficial change by new* 
^odellhi^the'^aTtAy^ and' to introduce an aUeiatioH'^ 
jmedrsui^es, the self-denying ordinance was acGOOipUehed ; 
fo dkicuss the merits of whichi would be -here out jof 
^aee. ^e armies approached; and tfaatof thsParlMlr 
lo^t'1}fid^r iheilvflaenee of apprehension andrpauicy^iii^ 
sisted^thi^tCfefiiwell,- their favoured support^ sbouldbe 
p^rnkHted, ttOtwitihstanding the interference of rthe x>r- 
dftiabeej lo^ |oifl' 4be Iroops. This reasonable wish was 
gi>tttiied ; and the behavoor of the left wing undefc^Crom- 
welPs coc^Mnd determined tb^ fate of this celebrated 
^y^; and als«r decided the wisdom that promptedf his 
p>rei3^ee ; as the remainder pf the PaHiaioeiitary army 
was completely discomfited by Ruperfs impetuon&oA- 
set. This is all natural and fair : but Hume sod others 
take much pains to make op a story on this^he^dto 
Cromwell's disadvantage, whicb I -confess I eeoldv never 
understand. 'And il is doubtful if the fabricators slit 
had any ctear vi^w at the time of its device, farther than 
adistinct wishHO^ prove Oromwell atiJl times, and on 
alhocclffiMMls^'^s^ cmysfmnAatey-and almost omliscDverable 
hype^te.' '^ . • : .^ < 

- His^ tiext Itep- to promotion was in the ordinary course. 
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of thingSr Pairfai» Ike eomwaiider-in^chiefy refused to 
lead'tbe army agaiast the'Scota, iDfluenced by udcob- 
trbiilaUe Preabylerian peedikctioDa. He deliberately 
'^▼e tfp Ihe eoaBaHand, and Cromwell auceeeded in the 
oirdtnaryviMitineof Brilitary advaDcement, defeated Ibe 
SkotSyiOttd settled pabiic afaira to the satiafactioA of 
Jiwr^e i i i pia ya ya. It ia in vain therefore to impoae oo 
neatral^isoMai: least, -with tales about the criminal 
«nbtCioB^ and erooked poliey of one, whose preferioeQt 
was adtaincd by a train of fair cirottmstab<ces» ov^r which 
eren he hioiaelf did not seem to possess any power. 

I^may be proper to look into the maaaer in ivhich this 
maiigiied a&d miaunderstood person conducted the war 
in which h« was so anfortunately engaged. And here 
bis religiooB principle is extremely, apparent. I will 
ventare to aay, that in the records of soldiership, there 
never waa aaarmy so temperate and strictly disciplined 
aehia; so. free from the marauding and ruffian habile 
of-oooqaering troops. His enemies admit this fact in 
many inatances. While the country people shut up 
their houaes, and withdrew on the approach of ihe royal 
army^ there was not a truss of straw used by Croroweirs 
men^ that was net tegularly paid for. And his respect 
for eatabliahed institutions was remarkable, even in the 
remeftost regions to which his power extended. For 
in the Highlands of Scotland, where his very standard 
4aBhed^ terror^ and appalled Uie stoutest hearts ;< he 
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csidiiered tbe cdtbti^t af a negitiielit fol* «ii^ritif a ter«*' 
jeatit to pass unpnfiisbecl/ ifrhi^ had'mado a «lif bt dia* 
iutbiadiie at j^iibUd worstiip t altfa<Hi]gfh U was fAeided 
#itb justice in exteouation, 4hat tlie«ffiina|iiig ^rgijh 
ttiuttHtiitidiAgtd iu a mast indecQnlf tidrack>a|faiiK9t.t^ 
aoldkrsy and the existing* ^ov^ftiMeat; i .> j :<...oi 
It is itndoabted tfaat if ^ parallet w^re dfawfi lielwieii 
tbe^lilytreed Cronlwell sod tlie late ruler o^PrenoB^iii 
wmiM W surprisiagly to tfae advantage of (he 'lonneru 
Fdr if CrOmweH bad been the cruel; ambttioaa, aelfiak 
w^etdiy whi\cb many judge he was^ tbave i& no good 
r^iisbn why be anigbt iii>t have appropriated a «rowtt as 
well i» Mapoleoit ; save that he conceived thatk wpaM 
90t be for geuerd benefit to arrogate tke regal iscep^re^ 
And as to bis apparent coosiderationy and pointifig at this 
dignity, in some transactions and conversations that hai4i 
been recorded, there were many reasons tbat^voiiidsagw 
gest themselves inbrs case, for assuming the legal naoie 
andfanctibns of King, irrespective of personal- ambi* 
tlou; which will occur to the candid^ i«ader wfanota 
versed in the laws of prerogative, and the eoustitasuni 
ifK general, and has some acqnstiotaiice with the fa^gial 
diffictdties that Would occur in the attempt to ^govefiH 
Ats kingdofiii in dny other than tfie^ accustoaied andcosti 
SftfiutiDiraf nuniireir. "If the fSecrtiaary ot Stattrfar'tiie 
fiTohie Depalitttieut were todechire ho\r difficuM^ it am 
tb &ee^ down tlterebdftsui^co&iibiiiaiio«oli4»Mim«&te 
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wagely when some time ago the conttitational defence of 
an act:of Parliament wag abandoned, then any Justice 
of Peace might understand what heavy work it must h^y^ 
been for the Protector to go?em the haughty and im« 
perious realm of England, without the constitutional 
momentum of the great council of the nation. 

It was also as much Cromweirs. interest, as it is now 
admitted that it was Bonaparte's, to keep his kingdom 
in a state of warfare. But with him peace bringing re-» 
ligious principle prevailed; although the ease of his 
personal government would perhaps have suggested the 
animation and bustle of war, and vain glory still more 
have prompted it^ . Nevertheless, during the usarpation 
England was preserved in profound tranquillity, every 
breast being peace, but that of the Protector himself. 
Whereas, Fn^nce, in the reign of Napoleon^ was led by 
thousands and Jiundreds of thousands to slaughter, and 
immense woe settljsd upon surroundiog nations. . 

It is of importance to mark the difference which 
genuine religioi^ principle makes on the procedure of 
humai^ life. If this be not positively the case, then 
might religion be said to be vain. ?Jow, I affirm that 
the dqrs of Cromwell were those of sincere piety, let 
who will gainsay. And if so, I am bound to demonstrate 
the operation of this principle in the transactions of that 
time : and I therefore venture to challenge the whole 
anoals of England for similar propriety of conduct in 
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lt&^ trying eircorafrtances. But I shall not consider it 
ti ail obligatory to take the authority of such naen as 
Rame on this aubjeet. Let a thorough examination be 
madej let the Scriptures^ or even some of our best mo- 
raH^tSy be umpire ; and let authors on all sides be can* 
vassedy for the sake of arriving at an impartial investi- 
gflfiion and result. And I engage to promise any stu- 
dent who wi!l take the trouble of this research, that; the 
character of Cromwell will come from the experiment 
radiant vand pure : while it remains dim and UDknowo, 
ailotig as tarnished with its present soil of ignorance 
bM inisreprestsntation. Extensive injury has been done 
to^ the cause of true religion by the bulk of the people 
of England giving implicit belief to the heedless or wan- 
ton mis-statements, emitted, with unusually oordial vo- 
lubility, by the enemies of this personage : and edioed 
by those who have succeeded to the pernicious inheri- 
tance of their ill will and malevolence. 

With regard to his religious profession, it has been 
objected that he admits his own guilt, and particularly 
Ifr the followrng extract of a letter to Mrs. St. Johns, 
where he thiis expresses himself:— 

-**'You too highly prize my lines and my company. 
I ntay be ashimied to own your expressions, considering 
how unprofitable I am, and the mean improvement of 
toy tal^t. Yet to honour my God by declaring what 
he hath done for my soul, in this I am confident and 
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will be 80." He addg, '* This U true, I hated |^Ii. 
ness, yet God bad mercy upoo me.** 

Bat to iboee who are acqaaiated with the natore of 
sin, aod the depranty of the hamaD heart, ii is needlast 
to state, that this aazioas acknowledgement is rather 
a proof of spiritual discernment and snsceptibility, than 
of peculiar guilt. And to those who are careless about 
these Aing% it may be sufficient to say, that the bright- 
est saints in scripture make timilar confessions of their 
own state by nature. 

The imputation of praying dissimulation and re- 
ligious hypocrisy seems also to be without fonndation. 
That a soldier, who was all his life in a perpetual state 
of trial and danger, ghould be instant in prayer ta the 
most High, is neither unnatural nor improbable. Colo- 
nel Blackadder and Colonel Gairdner were such in their 
practice ; though perhaps indeed they may he regarded 
as hypocrites also. But it is upon 'record that Crom* 
well was often discovered engaged in secret devotions, 
at times and places when it was impossible be could 
msan to impose on others. And if he were insincere 
in his religious profession, and despised genuine piety 
in his hearts how comes it, that in those few private let- 
teri; of his that have been preserved, religious thong;bts 
lorm f n una^cted and prominent part? In particu- 
lar he detests hia wife and children to an earni^ fff- 
g^ement in the concerns of eternity ; and this in, the 
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most unfeigned, and affectionate manner : adnce wbich 
is extremely decorous and graceful in the mouth of- a 
husband and father. And to speak the truth, it was 
a perusal of some of these letters which first made the 
writer of these pages to suspect that he was misled in 
the estimate he had been early taugfit to form of this 
extraordinary charactier. 

The good opinion of the celebrated- Owen is ill iM^tf 
a tower 6f strength ;' fot it is scarcely possible that Mn 
upright and acute man could have been mistaken in one 
whom he knew so well, and to whose diaraeter heboid 
uneqtiiveeal'testimiony. Is the authority of MiltOn to 
be utterly thrown away and trampled upon in this mat- 
ter ? If we commit this violence we are not unlikely 
to err widely. Suppose Milton j udged amiss of politics, 
and I move not the qi^estion : Was he therefore unequal 
to judge of character and conduct ? It comes to this ; 
Owen and Milton must have knowingly, deliberately, 
and flagitiously imposed on the world, or Cromwell must 
have been an honest man. 

In the Oratio ad Richardum, Dr. Owen, speaking of 
the Protector then deceased, thus expresses himself:-— 

" It is unnecessary to expatiate upon his praise, or to 
rehearse his good deeds, since all are eager to ascribe to 
him the best blessings they enjoy : and he has himself 
obtained immortal honour by his conduct. I therefor^ 
purposely omit the eulogy of the wisest and bravest man. 
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which this ag^e, fertile in heroes, has prodaeed. What- 
ever may become of England, it shall erer be known, 
that he was a Prince who had at' heart the glory of the 
island, and the honour of religion." 

In a letter to the Protectress, Cromwell says, — 

** It joys me to hear thy soul prospereth ; the Lord 
iaer««s# his ikvonrs to thee more and more. The great 
good thy sonl can wish is, that the Lord lift on thee the 
light of his Gonntenance, which is better than life. The 
Lord bless all thy counsel and example to those about 
thee^ and hear all thy prayers, and accept thee always." 

To his daughter Ireton he writes, among other pres- 
sing advices,— 

** Tour friends at Ely are well. Your sister Clay- 
pole is, I trust, in mercy exercised with some per- 
plexing thoughts. She sees her own vanity and car- 
nal mind, bewailing it. She seeks after (as I hope) that 
which will satisfy. And thus to be a seeker, is to be 
of the best sect, next a finder. And such a one shall 
every faithful humble seeker be at the end. Whoever 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, without some sense of 
self vanity and badness ? Pear heart, press on ; let not 
husband, let not any thing cool thy affection after Christ. 
I hope he will be an occasion to inflame them. I am, 

thy dear f^ither, 

" OLIVER CROMWELL." 
C 



- TW ljl« itti fticfiarifi lady, lii .tbu» twites,— ' ' ' 

•* My deair Daughter^ 

** Your letter was very welcome to me. I like to see 

any thin^ from thy hdnd. I hope a word of advicf; will 

not be anw^lcome aip i\n49<^^p4^>lf« .4 desife^|roii ^th 

to make it, above all thinss, your business^ to geek th^ 

mapifett hjnwdf tojfouiphia Son^apd be Usj^^^^w^^t 

returns h^ m?ke^ l?.JO.f-., A? % the ijjefsufe^.pf^tjii^ 
life, let that be upon the bv. Be aboye all things, bjr 

^^l^^.l'f.^fe:!^*?^?'?!^*^^^^ you shall, have, tbft tif^ejiiyi 
and comfort of them, and not otherwise.*' 

To hit son Richard he say Sj-i*- . ^ ^ / s : < - 
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- *^ I take your letters kindly. Seek the Lord and his 
face continnally^ let this be the business of your life and 

1 . 1 . v.- • I » 

strength." , ^ ^ 

And his letters to his Camily do not cou tain; hero m<| 
there a good advice, or some scriptural exprenkm^lnit 
the burden and seope of them seems ta boutoiouiiafri 
perseveiiog direction of their minds to>4hejSouf6ii>l oil 
good ;. and the mosisubstMitial views ofgospelttnBtfaw^ 

•^tklOSig^ flf prim feasQniB^ do not coulaitt in \ nnvt 
caisefti>tbl»j,bes4:)des€riptioa.of argomem^ yelTli gtedly 
hasofd thi^ .posit^sm Ihot it is 0&ly/ by «dmittittgrlhe 
cbarafit^r ftC jQr^pijwfAl ^pJm% been in truljb hoioiik^aiid 
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righteous^ that his transaetiooi can betetisractorilytc^ 
coonted for. Those who eensare, if they he of a candid 
disposition, allow that thejare totally at a loss to assign 
a tSLiM M the mass of g;ood that they feel thenlselyei 
csaAed^apdh to admit, hoth in his conduct and govern* 
ment. "This puzzling difficalty will remain in oar na* 
iiimal 'history, as long as men persist in continuing on 
ttWI^tectdr the imputation of being a '^ boTd bad man,** 
miitl^ii'tfee most lenient epithet whereby he is desig* 
ttkM n|^^ ii&id dbwn the kingdonax>f England. But if 
ffiie diange t would willingly substitute were ad6pted, 
ff Wdtifd M found that the narrative of this period should 
be immediately extricated from confusion ' and incon^ 
sistency. Perhaps it may be remarked that the miilti** 
Csridtts add deep erudition of the church of England, has 
been ibr a great length of time specially applied to con* 
dinue ibt obloquy and misrepresentition I complain of. 
Indeed it is almost pitiable, and is quite a matter of sur<t> 
(Nrise ttf'foreignaris^ to see wise and gOiod men in Bug* 
Imid^fniriinilarly these devoted' to the mrtiotial church', 
faqaflvat'dafm^asaaaxiomin their ^ifwn Consideration of 
tlBa.Mdi|sot, aad in the education' of their youth*, that 
CiliweJI-riMdl be proscritied through all ages^ and his 
csnai foredoaad and shut up t« the minds of Eoglitthmen 
fihtHu latest pciiterity. When w<^ coiteidef the hard and 
•itifMai. BMHis«re wtiich the world admits to the actions 
hfiffdiigsoiis people: bow eagerly libey misconstrue their 
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jl^ott^ i^0fif;fBijint(EniU^i(i..«o4:'«^ their tfft^ 

and^fi^Uiilg^, so, tha^ j^vffo^Pwal was ^leeiiMd;b)7v4t^in 
a >p(^il«Dt fpl^w^ aa4 4h^ bleM«d Re^fveoM&r ^ .d€Q»ifffr 

gwa^eai lo pretume that. Cromweiris diMraqifit.,9f9f^.jQf 
an imQOiQproimsiDg ai4P^"4 ^(i'^^^. 9^ ^I'^^y^ 
scarcely an iDdiyj\dM^l,,i4),.t)ie..w)ijQla «cape^,pfvg(y[ie|^ 

80 ;ii5^s^a»tr^able« •, Wp ^ve,a4yf9rU^,^;.4bff.r^;^, 
ylljf :large, ]kxU^ o^jef^\qi^ professors bayc^ se|. ^bw^ 
s^lyef^ (9 ^ej9« hi^-vieawrj ip piecea^.^oditlfa^.b^mg |he 
caj^e^ Ji(|la^iii^r9J iifay |a be expected jfroni ihp^cqaHnoii 
BHU^ f inrilJb |K^m the very, fact of his.|[>eiBg a decid^y 
religioi^t£^aract§r was sufficient to generate hatred/iMad 
coBteinpt^ and itnpel to.eKcry unjiMt andvcknorotfi 
meUtod of entailing scorn upon hislifeud traiisa€4ronB, 
Perhaps, it jnay be admitted that Oliver Croi&weltliad 
pDvimtic, views of what he concluded were nftPMrks/efftbe 
perpetual guardianship of a special provideoecw B«t 
Mr*:. Boston and many- others seemed to hav^e «rred in 
thia wfiy .j^lso, without any imputatioii on the genaiae- 
ness of^^th^r religion^ And it ie to be observed that 
CroBivWeU*«.life was one of aln»oet eontinued and strong 
exci|eiBent;f where a man.of powerful feeling* might 
more JiJMly €^r in this way,. than ordinary Christiana in 
the quiet/Walks^ of life^ Particular circumstances of 
life and temper are allowed to extenuate the foults^of all 
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men : I see not vhj GnimweM' sftoald be 
enjoyiogf thia privite^ as well as others. Indeed 
admit an ideotiiy in the cause of reli^ous loleratioii, 
and the personal safety of this personage, it will be diffi- 
cult Ibr the most resolute gainsayer of the doctrine of 
special providence to repel this inalanc«, on the ground 
at least, of trivialuess or unimportance. 

And with regard to the damour that has been maUe 
regarding his question to Dr. Goodwin on his deathbed, 
whether a man could fall from grace ; and on a negative 
being given, bis reply, " iben am I safe, for I was once 
in a stale of grace ;" this, to a CalTinist at least, can 
form no objection either to bis religious creed, or to his 
practice ; provided he were in truth a real believer. If 
he was indeed a fanatical hypocrite, who deceived him- 
self'SR welt as others, claiming the privileges of a Chris- 
tian without seeking or valtiing the character ; then, his 
comforting himself in the way above described must be 
admitted to be impious to a degree, and of the worst 
practical tendency. But the doctrine of final persever- 
ance is judged orthodox by alt Calvjnists : and is justly 
admitted as leading to strengthen the faith of those, 
who, from bodily or mentsi distress and depression, are 
walking in darkness, and in the valley of the shadow of 
death. This is not the place to decide the propriety of 
this particular view of Christian truth. But ihnt it is, 
and has been held by pious men with sincerity, there 
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iCKti^teAo fldabt; yAui :it i« AWiiewbItt shodihig ta ofo^ 
M^iB^eveii:good laeit accounting Cromwell a profane 
wrttdi^' merely becaane be believed tkitf tewet^ Md 
giBOKfkd thvoQgb it at comfort in tkehoiir of disselatioB. 
It ought to be considered that tCromweli's life mad 
4ifreamstaBce8 presisnledriafimtely strtog temptalietts at 
enery atepi to the outrageous eballitioii of mimy ofvthe 
^orst^/passi^ns of otrrnature ; to crii^ty in the iieot of 
iffipMtion; asd battle ; td ambition m the aAluriDgpreS* 
ptefttoof ^ drowny contknialiy susptodcd before bis eyea; 
t&qifateaBoaafaier<denaiids on thesttbniisaivenesa ^of op* 
i^oaite^^pattioriiiitbeitate; and it ought not to derogate 
lk^<bis^r^g1irl^dteiieiis, that he was not angelically proof 
tfti0lflffy^«OttKWt, against this flood <ff seduction. A 
dsfeidldiiteerfer Will rather admire^ the Inviahiess of his 
infringenfents^ than o?«rcharge his offence in any* of 
th^e^plirticttlars. That this perpetnal and to^ trial 
41^ his prindpleSy and his occasional folls^ such as the 
Iti^tiary execution in Ireland, and it may be ocmpte as 
to' the lawfnhieils of the King^s death, wovldhave tilen* 
d«tt^ lod^nd his religious ;fdy^ is' undoubted. But 
allier^); at the time he is reported to haye uttered the 
iilidfdtf iGibove quoted, to Dr. Goodwin, hts intellects wert 
tindirBtodd td hav€i sujQRsred severely by the pressure of 
itiiip^dttfgfate ; idlidit is scarcely fair to wrest exprcs- 
"sidns UMd att such' a time to his disadvantage. His 
eneniies have however by no means suffered his grey 



hai rr toi dflMend' lo tW ig^rave m )ptttce : tnd I ctonbt bot 
loekmpon this act of^iDJmticeyav •# ft pitce urith that 
MhaqoMi malerolenee which' proaipted to ihe. violation 
af:lnif8efiiiUhre;aloii^ with these of the gaUant Bjake, 
■aad of the aoMable Mrs* Ckypole. 
1 AlttTi C wMM wM t iiad oace tafcsOHicd the raaa of power, 
ife iwiM imfMissibie 1e( rcaigii* them* In no coBoeiyable 
'dcxmansttttees /ooiildr he have. surrcBdered'aapreme au* 
Ihoiityy wiiii safety to himaell^ or to that part of the 
natioa which adhered to tolciraiaon : or in fact to any 
individual^ who was not prepared for prostration of body 
andl soul to ik€ kadtng^ powers* Let ther persecutions of 
KlIfaarleiiHk^ rsign bear witness. It will form no objec- 
tion u^him/thereforo, that he did not take nicasares to 
place Gfaatles IL on the throne, since this was iospossible 
mf ter the catastt^he that had befallen the empire. 
c ill fioe^ I am persuaded that much advantage arises to 
nS who live in the present day, in sitting down to judge 
of ^eaierits of Cromwell, and his canse, by our being 
•oimbleA^to ooatpare the Revolotion of France with the 
^pHat ftehellioa of England ; and the extremely opposite 
oonAaelof the parties concerned in both. It would de- 
servo natkinal thanks, if one competent to the task were 
tto draw ap accurate parallel between the two cases; 
aad-to shew how much the religious character of the 
Ebiglisb at that period mitigated the awful conflict into 
whicb the kingdom was plunged. And two lessons may 



XXXII 

begamtd from contemplation of those distressftil times : 
first, thai the. righteousness which exalteth a nation^ is 
its bestgoard fnom utter deyastation in times of extreme 
trial ; and second, that a similar revolation is, in the 
very best circumstances, a measure replete with pemi- 
ciousnestfr and danger; and every distant approach to it 
ought to be regarded, not with levity and carelessness^ 
but with that seriousness and forecast becoming such a 
solemn and perilous occasion. 
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ARGUMENT OF BOOK FIRST. 



AddreM to^Sleep— Ittooncomitant*— Mn Clfiypola*! Mntimeato 
on what constitotes tnis patenud affaction— DetaUa of her fathar'a 
rcfard for her when a child— their mral wilhii and relifioiie in- 
ttruetioD— Famil/ Wocehip— She obeerrei tliat her lather if agt- 
tated bj internal emotion in a dream or tranpe-— Hia inoebefent 
iangua€»— Awakee— Kemarfct on dreame— Cromwell pointa out 
orifinal and innate Sin aa the diatnrber of peaoe in tleep'-Alluiion 
to Man's ettote in Facadiee and fiOl— >It8 reenlti—Mra, Qajpole 
preraili with him to reyeal the dream that disqoieted hinii yIi. 
the execution and dyin^ demeanour of KingjCharlee I*— Deecrip- 
tion— Mr*. Claypoie deprecates her fiither'e allowing fantaeiee to 
weigh upon liie mind— A tender oonfeienoe» what? and how 
easily assailable— Cromwell's despondency, and yearning after the 
assurance of reconciliation with heavens-Mrs. Qaypole vindicatee 
her father in regard to the execution of Charles I.— Her reason- 
ing on this point — System of punishments of State crimes ^High 
treasoui what? — An historical sketch of it — Account of a young 
Rebel, the Jemmy Dawson of former centuriee— >Description of a 
righteous Klng^Was Charles conform to this character?— Crom* 
well checks her inyective— His own rule more severe than Charlee* 
—His character of the King— Amiable qualitiee— Is beseeched to 
accord religious toleration, and abrogation of the penal statutee 
against liberty of conscience — Favourable offers of the army to 
him «His contempt of these and refusal^Cromwell's narrative of 
the King's education, and character of his father James I.— Span- 
ish nuptial excursion— Results of his French marriage — Treason- 
able views and conduct of Queen Henrietta-— French and Spanish 
politics and despotism— Charles unhappily imbued with these^ 
His tyrannical behaviour— Ruin of the State— Civil authority laid 
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on Cromwell— His desponding views thereupon—Mrs. Clay- 
poIe*8 consolation— She entreats him to onfold an account of his 
early youth, which he declines— His views of this sin of his youths 
His dark religious ezperience^Mrs. Claypole suggests the remedy 
—He agrees to give her an account of some leading points of Bri- 
tish history, with reference to his own transactions*- Allusion to 
Milton— His character— Description of Britain prior to the com- 
ing of Christianity— Its introduction^Account of Icolmkill— 
The missionary and religious zeal of its inmates^-Scotland and 
Ireland christianized— History of Oswald, King of Northumber- 
land-^His early education at lona— What constituted his nurture 
^—Beneficial effects on the government of his own Icingdom— De- 
termines to christianise his subjects— Embassy to lona— Bishop 
Aidan sent to Oswald— His Journey— Description of the conven- 
tion of the Kingdom to meet him— His sermon— its effects— 
^Death of Oswald, anno 642~'Lament of Mrs. Claypole. 
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SCENE.'^Tk^ hwd Proieeiar of Enghmd U dU- 
etwered mkep on a (nmch,. in thA Polam ai WkUe- 
haU: his daughter MSipitMk Mu^ Ckigpok, waich- 
img bend^him* 
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Mrs. Clatpolb. 

Hail ! courteous skep, whose soft and shadowy hand 

Unlocks her tMdmy bower to the unUest ; 

The wretched harbonring with a welcome smHe 

And sweet caress : such as a blooming nurse 

Bestows upon her minion, long withheld. 

And craving for her lost maternal arms. 

O modest, noiseless friend ! what potent word 

The value will denote of gracious gifts. 

Thy bounty brings unto a laden race. 

The veheacnee of passion lull'd by thee, 

D 




As it had never raged, steals soft away ; 
Desire becomes inactive and expires ; 
Careless of hts intents^ ambition rests — 
All lowerVI and levelled down his languid flight ; 
Confiding trust soothes the forgetful frame, 
Sweetly surrendered to the pleasing pause 
And grateful stop of all the forceful springs 
Thttt cause the heart to flutter, or to break. 
Each member free, and gnawing pain assaag'd. 
And in thy blandishing domain bewitched ; 
Of wrongs the bitter memory forgot. 
And anxious prescience of its sting beguil'd ; 
Alas ! sweet sleep, thou dost surpass so far 
In profit, that the wise should never wake. 
Thou slumber*st, O my persecuted sire ! 
Wasted with unassisted cares, exhaust 
With wounding malice, and the strife of tongues. 
Relax thy laboured brow, while that I steal 
Thus softly to imjNress thy channell*<l cheek ; 
And kiss the parent htuid'that erst wias wont 
Me govern in the tottering dawn of life : 
That now a sinking, state upholds secure 
By skUl profoundjp and miracle of power, 

. . - . » ' • • 

Kindness, when Uent with manly sense, how good: 
Paternal prudence, so expert to j«ui 
Guidance with love, freedom with soft restraint^- 
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Transcends the false forbearance of the fond. 
So the ospray curbs his eaglet in the flight 
And wheels him careful to the dim seen land. 
For in the depths of the parental heart 
Forecasting goodness dwells^ under a shew 
Of onlooking supine, or stem reproof. 
And tho' a Other's Inrows are oil depress'd. 
And eye seems watchful, only to rebuke. 
And aspect rarely breaks into a smile : — 
Yet he, in truth, is tender ; strongly mov'd 
With foresight of the future weal and woe, 
That on this stage, the life may mar or mend 
Of those he loves with an etmial pang. 
That farther reaches than the dubious bounds 
Of our brief pilgrimage beneath the sun. 

O upright father 1 precious were the thoughts 
Of sacred love that pierced thy breast for me : 
Methinks the gkdaoine days I can recal 
Of heart-whole childhood, straying at thy foot 
Or lifted to thine arms, th' exulting top 
And joyful summit of my young desire ; 
When we would traverse slow the daisied turf 
Recumbent herds amid, and thou wouldst turn 
And glad my mother with my witty words. 
And kiss my in&nt brow, and much enforce 
Upon my playful spirit ttntb and right. 



Alas ! would that tkose bkst and halcyon hours 
That I remember had a heavenly charm 
Were stiU our &ite ; but fve unsafely dwell 
Upon a pmnacle and barren height. 
Joyless, and with life's best delights uncheer'd ; 
A giddy rock, where furious storms aBsail, 
And my soul sickens at the lowering heavelas. 

My infant lips thou taught'st, to utter w<^s 
In show of prayer; and when advanced, mature, 
Didst in tlie unerring mirror of heaven's law 
Pourtray me all the darkness of my soul. 
The wildness of my will, my firaudfiil heart 
That lefi; to guidance of itself, brake loose ; 
And swerving like a felse deceitful bow. 
Far from the loftiest good hath ever strayed. 
His name thou didst unfold, whose name is peace, 
God over all, who stoops down to become, 
(O depth of love, unmeasur'd and unknown,) 
That pitying £^e{^rd who hath yielded up 
Unto the penal maje^y of heav^. 
As of a lamb without offence, and pure. 
His blood of sovran and mysterious force. 
To save i that eeasekas life, bis own might win. 

Ah ! but I well r^nember how thou pled'st 
With sighs and tears, wder the evening oak ; 



What time the nightingale ioqieBt his kiyi 

Our artless melody to list ; extract 

From David's aongSy whik our devoted eyes 

The setting sun pursued to other worlds. 

Leaving thb present earthly spot uncar'd ; 

And minds were elevate within the veil 

To fairer light up in the heaven of heavens. 

Those sunn'dy ieind primrose days, were - sweet, the 

lambs 
Frolic'd around, and our young hearts were glad.^-^ 

But O alas ! my sire I ah infiuit's hush . 

For peace and calm, chang'd to a feverish storm ! 

Thy teeth are set, hands clench'd, and eyelids burst 

The closed lids, and moisture bathes thy brow : 

I'll wake thee from this strange and perilous swoon : 

The holiest mind is oft in sleep perplext. 

And writhes, the sport of Satan, and his arts. 

Cromwell, (in a trance,) 

O night so long and wild ! whep wilt thou end* 
What sounds are those, as if the wieok of all 
In heaven and earth were now ! Oh is this death 
That doth oppress me in the coped grave— ^ 
Worm conscienoe» how-^t fangs the viewless soul. 
And what is wisdom, but an adder's tooth. 



Are these the baaks of sammf waves of cafe : 
I straggle to recall and know mysdf^^ 
But in this place of dolour, memory fails. 

Draw near my sweet one : O stay blessed presence I 
Leave me not lonesome, why dost thou depart ? — 
Now comfort wakens ;-^-4>ut yet worse than death: 
The valley, and the darksome shade of death. 
Strange things that make my very flesh shrink up. 
And sights that were not seen,-i-but now blest light 
I hail, and hear amaz'd thy cheering voice. 
Shame on me ! I did tbiak to have escap'd 
This life ; so master -d by the force of fancy. 

Mbs. Claypole. 

'Tis strange in truth, so kindly was thy rest 
That thou in semblance didst but barely live. 
As the calm ocean in a summer's smooth. 
So like a joyful swoon, or envied d^th. 
But swift a tempest rear'd itself amain. 
So sudden ; yet they say His often thus. 
When the internal ffftme, so wond^ioua fc(rm*d. 
Fails in its nice machinery ohsoiife ; 
Some filmy sluice of th^ ruby lymph amiss. 
Or throbbing art'ry : sifaraigfat the apringa of life 
Load and impede, tiie juices gone awry 



In perverse chaotteb, aHaktor to grirf : 

And the sweet ncrre thai luMw but ease Md J0y» 

Writhes, now susceptible of pain alone* 

linnetsAoii anaieii; but the ravenuig wing* 

Eluding still thy hand, txpatiates wide. 

My daughter ; when the favour*d soul of man 

Sprang fipom creatm power^ all ia the priiae 

And youthful aeasoii af the worid'sfirst aySy 

The faculties were sweetly tun'd, and held 

Accord t and coaipact with the choir di?iae. 

A noble firiendshq) waa begun with heaven. 

Thought answered thought sublime^ and wish met wish. 

In union consummate, harmonious blent. 

Duty was pleasure, and the will enlarged 

At God's command, qped with an eaf^'s wing. 

The conscious spirit exquisitely fram'd 

To Paradise's charge, inhaling still 

Celestial hope, to new jogr wak*d at mom. 

But sin intruded, and maa'a hooonr'd peace 
Abode not, and lewd folly chang'd hi? heart. 



■J-*" 



t Eocki^ Tii. 29. 
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And fiercely spurning loyalty and truth, 

He from his father's roof, ungrateful strayed. 

O doleful alteration that befel ! 

Hate of the Eternal, and his high decrees. 

And changeful and averted looks from him 

His life>spring, and unalienated friend. 

Who stooping down th* ungrateful earth to spy. 

And see if any liv'd, his law that.lov'd. 

Found, O ye heavens ! no, not so much as one. 

Their throats were* sepulchre, deceitful tongues. 

Empoison- d lips, and mouth with curses fraught. 

Feet swift and winged to the deed of blood. 

The conscience then, the vicegerent of heaven. 

As with hot iron sear'd ; and if unquench'd 

*Twas quick, but to endure iht sting of guilt 

And th' irksome pains .of wild remorse to brook ; 

Ceaseless, ah mie ! till in the second death . 

It bide th' insatiate worm that never dies. 

Oh, am I guiltless of our father's crime,t 

Or with a leprous corse of sin unwrapt ! 

Admir'st thou then^ that e'en in listless sleep. 

Evil the soul should hide in a foul cloud; 

The mournful presd^noe of final woe. 

If mercy come not ; . and the curse remain. 

By the dread power thai sped it, unrepealed : 

• Roiii.iii. . t Adam*s. 
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If man's transgression be not covered 
Absolv'dy and thurst into the depths of sea. 

MtLB. ClAYPOLB. 

My sire rever*d! metfainks thou mights't detect 
In some distraction of the corporal frame 
The source of mental tufiering in sleep ; 
Without uptracing to the moral q>ring 
Of an aroused and tempestuous conscience. 
Tell me, my father, what thou saw*st in dreams. 

CSOMWEU* 

'Twere idle : wh4t are dreams but viqKnrout mists ! 
'Twere wise to wrap it up ; the peevish world 
The waverings of sleep may mtsconstmey 
Where only scar'd and wandering fancy leads. 

Mrs. Clatpols. 

Mem'ry shall clendi it, as a casket shut : 
But charge relief upon my filial love; 
And it may haply cheer thee to make free. 
O fit an inlet from thy heart to mine, 
'Twill drain thy surcharg*d bitterness of soul. 
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Cromwell. 



Thou art not more my daughter than my friend : 
And I do love thee a» a little child. 
Yet on thee stay, e*en as the Rustic wrong'd 
Assurance guages with the counselled scrihe. 
Let me on thee, my mind's distress unload. 
Thou wilt not like the false Philistian dame 
To detriment avert my fleiithful words. 

As if in dreams, and vbions of the night. 

When deep sleep falls on man ; methought I saw 

An ancient city*s strengthened bounds within, 

A lofty scaffold, cloth'd in doleful black. 

Amid a close wedg*d multitude uprear'd. 

For consequence of stem judicial doom."" 

Stood round the scene of death th' engines of fate ;- 

Sad expectation bent itself unmov'd. 

And breathless waiting stilFd the living mass. 

That on a secret portal strain*d their sight ; 

From whose recess they long did hope and watch 

For spectacle to feast their mourning eyes ; 

And rest and silence for a space prevailed. 

Sudden throughout the crowd a murmur rose, 

* Execution of King Charles I. 
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like sound of sephyr in the tops of trees ; 

And to the view of all men, issued * one 

From the high dome, m^jestical and slow, 

In sables clad ; whose now defenceless head 

Aforetime grac*d a golden diadem, 

And royal hands a rod of empire sway'd. 

But now discrowned, and from his throne descent. 

He stood unweapon'd, ^mid the iron tread 

And guard of a clds'd watch of steel-clad men, 

And stem officials of yindictire law. 

All refiige fail'd him: to the cruel stroke 

Of hate and ruthless judgment was he doom'd. 

Seemly decorum reign'd ; befitting well 

His calm and lofty mien : while jewell'd words 

From his lips dropt, as with upraised hands 

He bless'd his liegemen with a father's love, 

Alas ! he had a most forgiving eye 

To all, save one. - And 'mid the wee]Hng throng 

He singled me methought, with such a lock 

As dying Abel to his brother sent ; 

And witness'd that I had not sheltered him 

In destiny's obscure and cloudy day. 

Like the profAetic voice of ancient seers 

His words stuck as an arrow in my reins. 

Then stooping jsolemn, he pronounc'd a prayei*, 
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And reverently iQcUo'd hiia im the bk>ek : 
TiU glided an iU-fayour'd one behbd, 
Vizor'd in crape, like a foul bidden fiend. 
Or delegate of darkn^^s* to fulfil 
The frenzied inquisition of the stat^; 
And from the breathing corse, sever'd the head 
Dextrous, ami awiHt firom every ey^ iiidthdrew, 
Nor e*er in £»glaBd'». realm again was seen. 
The people spake iot« and the welkin lowered. 
My soul to this dark tmgedy was ehain'd. 
When straight at force iovisUile ine caught. 
And ferried swiftly from the Moody scene 
To distant coasts remote: yet piJM invades 
Fierce aud upbraiding wail throughout the land. 
Men's hearts did fail for shed of royajl bk)od i 
And women judging that the throeiag earth 
Was ne'er her end, convula'd and died aghast. 
And ew «mid the sad and moaning wiads 
His stilly voice enter'd my very htut. 

Mrs, Claypole. 

How strange that fantasies and idle dreaiiV!^ 
The spirit shoidd unmettle and subdue, 
And sei^g oi| tiie'man possess turn quite ; 
And valued lives, far buried in that shroud 
By fancy woven, weak aad woe begone. 
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Unpurpos'd piD« away the waking hours. 

Yet is it stariL illorim of the braia. 

And idle visiena ooght not am to veer 

The disposition, clatctung ^roaaoa'a helm : 

Nor should a oonmiisfS^ a gn aatigp foigV) 

Upon the jvdgpent, weakened by pome feuKt, 

And sicklied to admit a fake alarm. 

Be held of QQiii«^ieaoe the jauthentic stamp ; 

Nor the mock mewoe of an aiiy feeiing. 

Upon the laden .mind, predominate. 

As 'twere the (ruit lyad s^oepGe of a pnmeu 

And thouf^ tkfm pjctvrea if^ 4id cheat thjive ey&i, 

Seem to co^^luot to what hath Iftt^ befali'v 

Within these turbid ij^alipp, w)ien th* wee|iing isle 

Brought judgn|ent*8 plumwiet o'er )ier^ ;Qeij^ and blood 

Yielded her firsit-bcgptten* to the sway 

And i|ioumj{iKl empire 9^ pfiended lav; 

There seems no palpable or pregnant ground. 

That thou shouldst bind tibe burden on thy soul. 

Did I the wrong partake, or wink at ill t — 
Oh ! for some power to justify my soul. 



* Chariest. 
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Mrs. Claypolb. 

Sin is a cruel and a wounding grief 

To him whose conscience is alive and rous*d, 

And in his scheme of words there scarcely ranks 

A phrase, allowable or slight to deem 

Obliquity, thou^ nice, from the triie line, 

And watchful leading of high Sinai's law. 

But guilt, unfelt by the loose world, may dwell ; 

Whose seared mind will unperplext reglde 

'Mid courses loathsome to the Great Supreme. 

And what the gallant wordling trivial deems 

Venial and light, a subtle airy fault, 

A feather fluttering in soft pleasure's gale ; 

Draws on the sin-struck mind perdition's weight. 

Brings sleepless nights, and fierce tartarean woe. 

Cromwell. 

Who knows not self, may unmolested sleep : 
But oft my wakeful heart watches time's close. 
And second advent of the glorious day. 
Dismay 'd, and hopeless of that costly gift. 
Sweet pardou ; and th' unconquerable love 
Of him, our griefs upon himself who bare. 
And thus I wander^ maa'd on many themes. 
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Where satisfaction, lucid peace would bring. 

Howbeit, I confess my inward mood 

Is predispos'd to solitary gloom, 

Ill'shrouded amid levity and jest : 

To sadness rather than the* play of mirth. 

And to a temper joyless and perverse 

'Mid'fidl blown wreaths, and clamours of success. 

Where men think decent gaiety beseems. 

Despondency, twin-sister of my soul I 

Together bred, they sever but in death. 

But I could shoulder the rough world's weight. 

Yea, carol like the lark, or frolic blithe 

like some young creature in flood-^tide of youth : 

Oh ! I could cleave the earth ; outwing the winds. 

Assail the heavens, and shout perennial songs. 

If high assurance in my bosom reign'd. 

And self-possession of that noble trust* 

That hopeth against hope : the rightful end 

For which was gifted me this bounded life : 

But ponder'd shadows dark of past events 

Pass o'er, and often blot my summer skies. 

' Mrs. Claypole. 

The mark may be unshot, both right and left ; 
* Salvation by fidth in the Mewiah. 
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And too self-j^itlousi thou mayst here misdeem 

The mournful fate of him,* these reahns who held 

In seigniory, and with a lineal right 

A sceptre wielded, dropt from ancient kings ; 

As a foul stain »» solv'd, and stigmaliaed 

Upon the land : albeit it is judged 

That publie weal must soar, and be supreme. 

But be it so, that royal blood is pure, 

And of a sort so sacred and divine 

That human statute hath too short an arm 

To reach it: and the nation hath no stop 

To stay the monarch's march to lawless power : 

Yet when that rigid misadvised king 

Persisted in his cruel scheme to forge, 

And treacherons msae of penal chains t to wind 

Around the minds and consciences of men* 

And when the vengeance-loving ra^ debate 

Portended peril to his life :| alone. 

Thou wast irresolute, and shunned to join 

In the stern tenor of his fatal charge. 

Cromwell. 

Man's barb'rous fetters but corrode the soul : — 



* Charles I. f Statutes against toleration. 

t Meeting of oftoers to impeach the King. 
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Tbe anguish deepens; and despair starts up 
With bloody mind, prepared for deeds untold. 
That make the world shiver. But belike 
I should have stood by him, and sealous pled 
His hapless cause : save that my sword was short 
In those far reaching days : and I obey*d. 
As did befit me, an excelling power.* 

Mrs. Claypolb. 

The modest matron*B voice, it iU beseems 
Amid the discord of debate to swell. 
And leave the peaeefid calls of private life. 
And the unclamour*d method of her home, 
For the portentous roar of public strife : 
Yet may a f daughter, quitting the recluse 
And winning path of bland domestic cares. 
In mental scheme or conference at least, 
To vindicate her fitther's walk, presume. 
In troublous times ; and skirmish in the war 
Of masculine coutention and dispute. 
On themes, else best relinquish'd, unpursu'd. 

A maxim 'tis of sages, who explore, 

* Fairfiuc was then oommander-in-chief. 
t She was the Fh>teetor*s fiiTourite daogbter. 
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With iucky searefa, the elements of things, 
* That in the haughty art of gov^maxice, 
In arbitrating penalty and pain ; 
Displeasure mov'd against the general good 
Reward should meet^ adjusted to the hurt 
And detriment the commonwealth endures : 
Altho' the moral stain and guilt perchance 
Of popular and non-offending treason , 
Might be o'ergone by a more private sin ; — 
Treason^ the vasty basis of the state 
Endangering, her loud alarm is just. 
And parrying retribution perilous. 
But treason in the largest sense unwarpt 
By fetter*d words and quiltets of the law,* 
Is wild and reckless aim to lop away 
Some vital function of our threefold realm. 
In former days of old and natural rule, 
Th' audacious imd self wilFd, who thought to force 
The sovereign stay'd upon hisHrightful throne ; 
Or did with levies and intent of war 
Compass the death and person of the king. 
Paid costly forfeit, and a fearful price 
With his devoted head. A pregnant sign 
That while a healthful frame the nation bore. 



* The letter of the Treason Acts could not condemn Archbishop 
Land : much leas King Cballea. 



m 



And lucid judgment sway'd, bo errant hand. 
Or dareful heart might reckletsly presume 
Infringe the sacredness of £ngland*s crown. 

Thus law decrees ; the willing nuun obey: 

But in this stem uncompromising mood. 

Held by the jealous counsels of the state. 

And for the squeamish commonwealth's saleguard. 

How have the blossomed walks of private life 

Fruitful of peace and joy, been peei'd and crushed : 

And law's devouring ardovr satiate 

In blood of hot, uncounsell'd venturers ; 

Whom tameless lust of power, and towering pride. 

Or it may be, misjudging views of right. 

Hurried to struggle with the strength mature. 

And giant structure of the royal arm. 

And wage unequal conflict in the realm. 

How many warlike lords, and gallant knights. 

Have perish*d in the play fortuitous 

Of the unsafe and royal game of treason ! 

And manhood sage, and hairbrain*d artless youth. 

Been lur'd on with the prime of cheating hopes 

With equal steps in this enchanted track. 

Shall I let fancy lead on Uiis sad theme? 

And paint the blooming rebel in his path 

That downward tends to sad mi8£(>rtune!s vaje. 
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Who for the crown, and beamy staff that dhone. 
And seem'd in hurrying possession his. 
But treads a scaffold as his dignity, ' 
And in beholders' hearts a moment throned. 
To his lost bosom strains the sable blpck. 

4 

Methinks I see him, in a glorious mom 

When the sun gilds his castellated towers. 

And in the umbrage of o'erhanging oaks 

The green leaves freshen in the golden beam ; 

(His lips irradiate with the flush of youth. 

And buoyancy of high and mettled hope,) 

Stalk forth elate, and back his frothing steed. 

The ground that digs, and snuffs the murderous strife: 

And driven by the gay frenzy that precedes 

The winding up his dark and secret fate. 

With rash and reckless hardihood lead on 

The assembled strength of provinces to war. 

His mother gives him gorgeous farewell ; 

Retires to hope, unconcious of the crash 

That comes at noon. But the cold dewy eve 

Bears dismal truth, and knelling at her heart 

Envolves the ruin of her potent house. 

Thus history registers the fate of treason. 
Wherefore it is a high and solemn act ' 
To levy war against our Sovereign Lord, 
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To whom allegiance, leahy, truth we owe. 

As waves his sceptre the white waad of peace 

Over a land confiding and secure^ 

And his deep judging sword strikes vengeance through 

The guilty restive in repeated ill. 

Yet while the wary judgment disapproves. 

With moist regret fond pity stores the eye. 

And gently tightens the soft bosom's sweii 

At destiny of those high minded men. 

Whom claims of pictur'd right, or wrongs unheal*d. 

And siren Hope, so jGuthkss, false, and fair. 

Bewitched to make head against a power. 

Whose vengeance like a staunch btood-hound pursues. 

Inexorable, merciless, nor swerves; 

Of reputation, lands and life them reaves. 

And vilifies the pnre^ and ruby drops 

Of life, that mantle in their harmless babes.* 

He is the righteous guardian of the state. 
That eyes his people with a Other's love : 
Nor too fond, nor too sparingly express*d. 
And for their profit, would hb own devote ; 
Handling his power, for its true native end. 
The. beauty, culture, safety of the realm. 
Virtue to prop, and wrench the roots of ill. 

• CoDTietloD of High TresiOD attaintii the blood. 
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But ponder \yell9 a blind ungracious king. 

With haste disorder'd> scrambling to ascend 

To heights iniquitous, by lawless paths. 

Say, is the monarch sinless, who would shift 

The old degrees, and landmarks of the state. 

And over-ride the heads of all the land ? 

Not to achieve somie pardonable change. 

Where signal profit^ foreign good commends : 

But for promotion of unworthy self. 

And that his guilty vanity' may feed 

On pomp despotic, alien and usurpt ; 

Such as the beauteous consort of our Prince* 

In his voluptuous ear did sweetly tune. 

Was tb' honest birthright of her brother France, 

And by equality of reason his. 

Must such a rampant king be uncontrolled. 

And his track smooth'd, and overspread with iflowers. 

Who with an elbowing and striding sweep 

Thinks good to sever, and shear all away 

The ancient stays and bulwarks of the state : 

The senate of our sires to supersede 

By the same privilege that should convene,t 



* Queeo Henrietta, wife of Charles I., and siiter to the King 
of France, a principal cause of all his errors. 

t It is the King's prerogative to convene the Parliament : but 
Charles suspended their convention for twelw years. 
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And render obiolete by sly disuse ? / 

The blood and treasnie of the realm to reave. 

At the dogmatic beckoning of his hand. 

If valiant knight has erst lost land and head 

Leading some fifty horse against the king ; 

Surely the Prince that gripes at lawless power. 

Not as forbidden rose he rashly plud^s. 

But in considered path of many years. 

The law distorts, changes the reverend frame 

And substance of old England's liberty — 

Incurs by demonstration, all the pains 

And wayward penalties of every treason. — 

This is my humUe judgment, but I cease. 

For that by gravity and silent looks. 

Thou dost my pert and froward tongue rebuke. 

That counsel darkens by unskilful words. 

Cromwbll. 

Forgive my child, if that I seem to quell 
Thy spirit, or thy bold invective chide. 
But bear in mind, thy father's finger doth 
The loins of him thou hast arraigned, outside. 
And in the nulling progress of reform. 
Where fond and blinded fury may o*erleap 
The battlements of right ; in reason's ear 
A voice prophetic waxes louder still 
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And craves the clos^. Oh ! rather let Ae stais 
Mix in their ooiBTtes^ and tb6 rending wind^ 
Receive commission to "bDeak up the gl^be ; 
Than England to oome forth again, i^d ishlre 
With shire to Btnig^> and a aangwioe aea 
At some Mue's charge to lie : let m^ sea^ *d eyes 
No more the un^jefesting fieice «»duire 
Of public wrath, and bands of rule disrupt ! 

f ^ r . 

Clamours the reckkss p^tfftisan undiu^'d 
By qualms like these; taut yet atas, alasi, 
In spasms of the state, Ihey gag %ke m»e* 

Caoifw^U'. 

Our's was in truth, a groire and courteous prince,* 
And with h, sweet and solemn air bespoke 
All who drew near : and his dark peiisi?^ eye 
On his court beam'd« wijth high angeUc grace. 
I was apprized oi bis mpsl.tegal pnesenic^. 
And of hisiiusininuigVU And vinagie^Bur 
In fancy's airy mould within ley kraiiii. 



* Cromweir^foconat of Cl|»rl«»sVQbftracter. 
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But with the corporal eye surveying sure 

The m<»ety was not rehearsed, 1 found. 

Had he but Ibted to my solemn suit/ 

That urg*d as price of £ngkmd*s fealty. 

What is not hoklen from the greenwood bills. 

That carol in the bush and charm the air — 

To worship frankly in their native notes — 

His seeming foes, his avenue had traced 

With their good swords, to the vacated throne. 

Sore did I plead with him, yea, held his knees, 

And feet ^ith tears bedew'd : for that I judged 

There stood but little *twixt his soul and death : 

For hamess*d men,t of roomy power possess'd. 

To yield Uieir dirks were loath, while yet the strength 

Of penal law for blessed conscienoe sake 

£ntrammell*d them around, and vic'd their babes 

And noble comrades in its cruel gripe. 

Were straight dismiss*d my disesteemed words 

To the false winds : the monarch did but dream 

Of kingdom quell'd, and the lost crown retriev'd. 

His stubborn resolution he did plant 

Not to recede, or waver for the qualms 



* CromwjBitflifcivi tavagtbfe llie Hisg, 'if Ito woM agrtt to 
abrogate the penal lawi against non-conformity, and put toleration 
on the fbottng we now enjoy. 

t The Army. . 
F 
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That mi^ht a cOttBcicace'^strtcken heart p^rturby 
And body, soul, and willy ki»»slv^e^ymii«4.yJueWr 
Yea, in the front and feoe of Siqai « law*. 
That challeDgefii a'soTereignty-ttnskar'd^i -«. 

Must grant Bul>jeGti(ni€tf the mind itohiiB^ - ^ m 
In even pressilrii with the b^ded' frame^' 
Yet vainly did he )strive'<0't)i;rt*in \iiaird'j • J a 
The tameless spirit that wUl sot he icagHI i * . r * i- . < ' 
By stint of ariK>gaiit and milled pride» • -it .•{> Jti « ; 
But clatmnrtt flight ibeyend ths' farthest et«r»^ • • >^ 
Full little did^keTtekthe eternal force- »<«,' ' < - ! m // 
Of conscience on ithe-soaltthat fear^ higk Jieaveii, • h 
And spuni»4ke>0umptiiou9 woriid and its way»< • ^ 

His rearing wronged him; for he was'the g^ertti^ ^ - ' 
Of musty pride, and shallow self cist^em ' "*'"•» f 
In the old fool his Sire,* who ndt in things' '^ ^ '- « • 
Of worth did signalise his'kiliglyfildn;' H..iul/)an» ' 
But mad^ the geni^tta BpHt%st of ]Miblki%4(6(0 ''^' ^>t^ 
Do househ61d labour, trid'kto^men bf Ml&te''^'i^'> ^niH 
To drudge hi fetin p^h\'rdrlr;*aikd to 4tfl?'*«^f" mnfi^ 
In mean exploits beiils^th 'his k^rillHib«at^/''' ^^^^ / 
Yet had thiS)yed«gogiie aiHi>'stlliPd otftknig''!'' ''(nti 
The parched thtoat rf'pe>wref ^batt^ Cm w tf. feltj' ' '^ )"" • 



* King JamM •!•. 
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(Kkh proof thttt 'da a:liero*ft baatr par|>) 
jTnd with Queen 'Margaret- ir milk, his hapless son 
Drank in th' inebriatlBg and royal law 
The right divine of kingSj and learnt betimes 
That to his use commons and lords were held. 
His plum*d and yoathfid firiends him read the rules 
Of modish kingehipy and displayed the towers, 
"Where free from fickle' tongues of busy throngs 
Dark Spanish majesl^y £rown*d uncontroPd ; 
Where crook of knee^'and crush of stifled 8igh> 
With iron pressure on the indignant will. 
Bare witness to the Monarch's awful rule^ 
Such lofty state, his native * right, they held. 
In character deriv'd from heaven alone ; 
And English freedom was an airy jest, 
A pretty linnet fettered at the foot. 
That flew by royal sufferance alone. ; 
Complacently he s«ck*d those «ugar*d truths : 
And the fair dame whom he embosom'd took 
Him captive with the brighter lot of France, 
Whose monarch's face beam'd oo the grinning crowd 
A blessing rarer than the orb of day. 
Thus did she faithlessly lead on, and cause 
Fret at the (Vainness of our homely isle* 



* The Cortes of Spain, and Parliament of France, had been for 
some time a dead letter. 
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And ghostly lordd/ his reverend counselors, ' 

Fail'd in their unseen <k>nference to show 

That in the sacred leaf it is inscrit^'d. 

And canon n&ade for Mng^, thftt tk^ ^ain heart- •■ 

Be not above their brethren elateif 

So cradled, nurtur'd, tutored, aiid imbui^; 

Having small compass of o^i^nsitrained thought; 

When new event* arose of fearinl front, - • ' 

He had no skill the tidetd chlanht^ iii ' ^ 

And sweeping sea of flooding liberty, > 
That on surprisal, boom'd fldein^ ^e land. 
And seiz'd the wishes of our isealotts isles. 
Alas ! had he the radiant truth butwoio'd ' 
That, shrouded long, was softly breaking forth,' 
^ And smiPd on open hand and giving heart. 
With obsolete and high-grown power unpleas'd ^ 
And proving the fair image, lov'd it w^fl; ' ' 
And worn it in his bosom, and engrav'd '•» ^- •' > ' 
Her mode and bearing, on his hand of sway ';^-^'' 
Within our hearts, liad been embalmed his'WbrtftV * ' 
And 'neath his fostering shield, s^d gladsbtiie sjii^r, ' 
Had crept sweet liberty : And all utiharmM 
We had our orisons and worship fratn*d. 
With artlessness divbe, and earnest trttth, 
As ifr f o re ca s t e d '-mid the leaves of lile, 

» The Bishops. f Devt. xtH. ^. - 
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With dubious ritual* add form uasnar^d. 

Remnant and offspring of Hoiiie's sorceress foui ; 

And sitting in the power, and rays of Christy 

With joy been saturate, and great delight. 

For him my wishes yearn'd, and inward hope 

Fondled a hidden prescience that this. 

Unto our Zion fiftne, so heavenly fair, 

A cherishing had |MrQV*d« apd nursing Sire; 

A nation's smiles auspicious had. come forth 

Like matin beams, and bless'd his bright career. 

All had not rush'd to ruin, nor the state 

Collaps*d, had sunk upon .the people's head; 

Nor throttling factions rent the realm in twain. 

And the extreme of ill'had not forgone 

All med'cine, but the stem and sovran sword. 

And I had not been matched this waste to cope, 

A scare and gasing stock of all mankind. 

And a portentous terror to the realms. 

And nations, that surround our sea-girt isle ; 

Holding degree to which no title seems. 

By common rules, from God or man deduq'd* 

Woe unto me ! I.l^H the helpless sport 

Of luckless circumstance : and hurrying fate 

Hath run with me, thro' yell of rancorous crowds. 

Cruel debates, and over bloody fields : 

*:JAtnT§f^9X»A oommon Prayer Book. 
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And 'stablish-d ne nt lastin (bese piXMid towenr, ^ 
UncarM fei^ hated, feavVl : but with a curse . : ^ 
That hangs ^ me, as. long 4is tereaAli eiidures^»-^ / ^ 
That I must reigii ; and with' uofaa^y toil ^:. ij. - 
Hold fast the coi«ers otthis pkcepieal Jtate. - < > . i -i 
Oh ! for a cottagei eave, (» headioog^ steep^ 
Where I might dwefi aasur'd' : attdia the wild 
My final doom await, anAnevcr kn^w . i^ 
The voice df man »'biitr4ke green valley ^s»turf> 
Shall harbour me ere leng, and there Dl rest. 

Mrs. Claypolb. 



' r U 



I. 

i. 1. 
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Sweet father ! be not so poss8ss*d>of'Woe^' 
Nor this now present faite 4nM&ertaL<item ; m, • ; .• 1. 1 , 
For the light troubles of thi& nether, life, > - 

A weight shall prove ofeomibFtMi the heavens:. :•: .> 
And that dread power whose glorious airm thoulov'jil \ 
Can consolations issue to the heart, . . 
Through channeb else than those ^of earthly weal't > >* 
Venture his safegfuard, 4ho' thou. darkling waiky '- 
And stay thyself «pon Ills. bidden love, w 



* I 
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Of thorn and briery futgukh^.oheedy |>ear :- 
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If on my {«Ui lMpe^« day^iplii% memf deioriei 
To li^ht me from iMa deep ttidJr^aetber^igkKM. 
Thus he that's diahi'd in esptranot,. bo ivott 
Repines, tho* fetter'd in his darksome doom ; 
But waits the tardy hoar till he inhale 
The western breeze, day gleam upon his eyes. 
His words.be giad^ aad laiighteir}£tt:Ui vipnA 
And thus can heavut's paaonumatihapt^n ><' 
Contented Inooka fiil8e»aiid'/ir«E!ttil£t8«0rU. 



•r < •« < 
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Mrs. Claypol£« 

My loving father ! many years have sped 
Over thy head, and now they trace behind 
And leave some notice as they fleet away ; 
Silver upon thy temples here -and there^ 
Thy hand ta sinewy^ aad antnma's tants^ 
O'erflush thy season with admif '4 deci^.. 
Thine eye is freighted with a nation's mwi ;i tit^ 
And thou dost question ^wMi'aaeendeiicyf.v'- ' ' 
And speakest to be heard, o*er land, and sea, 
And France gives earaeat/lided, and guilty Spain. 
Loftty thy port 'mong coronets and swords. 
And a starr'd peerage gives obeiMmce to thee, • 
But I have known thee in the private vale; 
Sisters and brothers; have I kbi^dl a«d lov*4 
In childhood's kap^ blodm:^ we^fpn^ntcpd tfae^' 



It 
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Our Sire endear^d^aiid sangM thy approach.w. 
Unfold the tenor of thy younger years. 
And some brief tale of my dear native land. 

• • . . ■ 
Cromwell. 



Search not for that» which in the darkest verge 
Of farthest night, I would were paU*d and hid. 
Oh, rake not to the fair and lightsome day. 
My mournful sins of youth : these lips refuse, 
I cannot breathe th' unworthy catalogue. 
Or to thee testify thy father's shame. 



■ i 



Mrs. Claypole. 

I hold it strange, that one. so cardinal 
In man's esteem, and by thy stedfast friends 
Tried to the core, as of the ripest worth. 
Upon himself such fiery blame should heap. 
As I have known thee vehement to do. 



1 ■ > I ' > t . 
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Thou art a woman, and thy gentle spiri^ ' . . : ., ,.vi 
Knows not the adajm^aut in.knai) that dwells, t. . ., .t Xi 
And forms the. cruel .teitnper of his 4oul ; : ,.. «,;f tm^ 
But nurtiir*d^mong the fafe and jrujcal mefuls^.^H M«t i) 
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Thou gttriy "dhdwk ^tttotfMttl Wjal iM g ttillil,*n.o '^w^ u < 

The subtle coune 4»f iep*iiHi»'«wilhat ilftjFVii'^' •>••)" 

Thy young mnd gititolem of bold , «edf« btMi "^ 

Preserv*d from evils that assembling vast, • 

Gigantic grow in the world Vb tainted sphere; 

And sweetly linked in the cords of love 

A blooaMng" convert to^'lhe ftiith tfa<m waBt^ : ' 

And on the i^rst fMts of life's yduthAil^itie''' ' 

Thou didst -hii MmeMieord/ the source of life;' * 

And walking in his |nire'and joyons light,'*- **" ' ' '** 

Found all his paths were pleasantness tmd pestce/'- 

Mrs. Clatpolb. 

Alas ! if thou were privy to my heart, 

Thou wouldst recoil, nor read me thus so fair. 



CROMWEtL. 



J. . 



All that have issued from the parent stem 
Of heaven-leaving man, have sinn'd to death. 
But I in such unequal aort'have err*d^ 
As makes all else to show sevene and-fitir. 
The croaking raven wears a sable plume 
Of tinged gloom, like to the murderer*s soul ; 
And the owl whoops amid the darksome irlght. 
In blackest covert of the forest hid y 
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Where -hocn4 diiMMlsiMtti ckKim'd and perpetrate ; 

The thought oi, davik are^of dtsmal hue : ^ 

The paiblesf air that wing, or stalk the earth: 

And murderottA and dark» the vaalted gulf. 

That shores their passage to.tlie realms beneath ; 

Where Topfaet is ordain-d of old, and deep 

And large, £fx monarchs of this workk prepai 'd ; . 

The hideoMs pile thereof b dame tand wood. 

Kindled amain ;.byjsalph'jrous stream of fire :-^ ^ 

But none of thesie, so loist and ni)n*<l things, 

Come near the gl<H>m; of my forsaken spirit !*-^ 

O my poor soul ! who firom this yawning death 

Shall pluck me ; or me clutch from Inrid doom. 

Mrs. Claypolbi ' 

» 
The grace of the Eternal, that hath beam'd * 

Through mediation, from the triple heavens. ' 

Cromwbll. ^ 

Thou say'st — O moi^ endeared,. but darkling, truth ! 
My heart I'eiitores; and also bounds lor joy. 



Thou claim*st a story of thy native land : 
I am unleam'd, and oi involved speech, 
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Uncouth and rade, winding iritfe pkiwe obseure. 

Wouldy on this-gracioHfrtlieme^ he Bilokesnuaiif^re; 

That sage * of silTer tongue, and knowledge high. 

In men deep-iead,* and skill'd ; whose trusty breast 

Weleome*s sincere my languid thoughts perplext. 

Weary with toiL . Who helps to combat late 

Magnanimons and bold ; : and who lestores : 

With grave and cordial wcrds my droopingetrength. 

The ready ear can drink in modest truth, 

Solicited from his abounding store. 

From mcnm tiU«peedy eve, and by the gloom 

Of dying embers past the midnight hour. 

No semblance takes his fellowship of some 

Pull parish chieftains : nay, to talk with him 

Is to discourse with many-chequer'd realms. 

Thick-sorted empires : for so large his ken 

Of all the modes and accidents of things. 

The heavens have, with strange decree, my child. 

Established thee, the step, and place upon. 

Of a king's daughter: .and thy mind must ope 

To that full reach, that shall the needs enclose 

Of many daimanis, and their diverse state : . : 

I charge and coimseLthee, Ihb friend to mark, ^ 

And seize to thine own use, his jewell'd lore : 



» Milton. 
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Posaessing thee of tntli, assay 'd and. tried 
in the bright muit of his exhaustlesa mind. 

But I do lore at happier days to look, 
That England cherish*d in the olden time, 
And it may 8erv<e, the aehing heart to iure 
From pendant caren, if loose and vagrant thought 
Were backward tost, to revel ^mid the past. 

Bethink thee then of ages now no more, 

Thy grand Sire's source beyond ;♦ where pristine race 

In genealogy preceded race 

Remote, whose seat where once they wont to dwell 

Owns them and their's no more. When our bright 

realm 
Was but a forest ; and the human kind 
Scatter*d and scarce, held but a scanty lot 
Of the luxuriant and fruitful earth, 
Out-number*d by the rovers of the woods : 
And a dim umbrage overveil'd the land 
Of branchy solitude, and trackless grove. 
Joyless and cold, with fetid damps obscure. 
And yet more deep the shady region spread 
Of gloomy error in the mind of man : 



"r"T-7r"^ 



* Britain, prior tu introduction of Christianity. 
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The mean desires that 6har'd» and nature base 

Of rugged inmates of the neighbouring eaves. 

Yet even in this wild, untutored scene. 

Arose the blessed sun of righteousness 

With healing in iiis wings. His messenger^ 

Came from the festal east** with treasure fraught 

For this our fisurthest island of the sea. 

How beauteous were their feet upon the hills. 

Glad tidings of eternal peace, that brought ; 

That to our Sires the will of heaven unveil'd, 

And certified them of Jehovah's reign. 

This hour of bliss before, they reckless rang'd 

As wild men wont, by pathless mead and stream ; 

And summer's sun, and winter's frost disdained : 

They slew the victim, and their pain assuag'd. 

And their thirst slacked in the chill crystal pool ; 

Children they ourtur'd in that savage sort 

That wild deer rear their race : harb'ring no care 

Beyond quotidian covert, and repast, 

And for the coming life, they little claimed 

But rifer forest chase beyond the clouds. 

Alas ! how could salvation's mystic change, 

Badg'd in heaven's blazonry, and glorious stamp. 



* Its introdactioD, some think, was in the second century, or 
earlier. 
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On their soul pass, fef that dread hoar to fit 
When holiest eyes beam with a strength that smites. 
And wastes all else that is not chaste and fair, • 
And tempered with a righteousness divine. 
My daughter, this sad theme oft sickens down 
My sinking soul ; and causes me regard; 
With dolour, the dark places of the earth. 
Where name of the Mest^iah never shone, . 
Where Brama reigns in blood, and a foul stock 
Is pressed a God, to the enamoured breast. 

Mrs. Claypo^b. 

O heavy thought ! a world unreclaimed 
Forsaking their chief good, and of him left : 
Yet who shall limit the Conunission bright 
Of mercy, or abridge* the Saviour's blood, 

Ci(OMWELl4, 

Thus o*er these fields and streams, years roll^ apace 
By fifties, and by centuries, and light 
With dark held but equivocal debate. 
Till that tb^ bulk of European gloom 



• Act z. 35. 
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Our land o'enway'd : save that the uorth-west shore 
Harboured aome chosai ones, of heav*n reserved 
To case the precious germins of the world. 
For when the Boman and the Grecian light* 
So ^Eur and festive to the learned eye. 
Evanished, in Gk>lhic midBight lost ; 
In the propitious islet of our coast 
That bears Icolmkill or Iona*s name,* 
like thievish rays within a darkened lamp, 
Was the sweet casket hidden and pres«rv*d. 
Whence light upon a nighted earth would stream. 
The azure waves that bound the strait domain. 
To voice of po^sy and tune rolled on ; 
And wisdom's feast nourii^*d the sharpaet mind 
Of bookish dwellers ob that favoured rock, 
Unsatiate with its choice and nectar*d sweets. 
And Salem's beam more fair and honoured still 
On the soul struck : and when atlantic storms 
Heav'd up the mountain %irge upon the coast. 
And shook their doister'd towers ; those holy hearts 
Harp'd. grateful praise, in meek and gentle strains 
Heard 'mid the tempest's sofben'd intervals. 

The mind replenish'd with the oil of joy 



* Aboat the 6tb and 7tb oentories. 
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Commissioned from the skies ; finding itself 

Of mighty treasure fruitful, hoards it not, 

Like the gray starv'ling bending o'er his chest, 

But longs with restlefts fervour to fill up, 

Each brother breast, with th' life exuberant store.* 

So this grave College, holding sympathy 

Of the soul's wants ; the joys proving and fears 

That heart to heart responds, and mov'd with zeal 

That angels seizes, when on errands sent 

Of gladsome note to sublunary bowers ; 

Their pilgrim rounds stretched afar and wide 

Thro' Scottish glens, and Erin's emerald vales : 

Melted with sorrowing love for souls of men 

To ceaseless fate destin'd : the least of whom 

The price of earth and firmament transcends, 

And all that in them is : they not refrain*d 

To wield' prophetic warning, and to cry 

On penitence,t and urge Messiah's reign. 

And that fam'd dialect of ISa^m cast, 

Us'd of the Celtic race, in acceuts wild 

Bore on the plaintive winds the Saviour's name : 

Rock to rock sang : and the lone shepherd^s ear 



• Missionary zeal of its inmates, to keep up the knowledge of 
the truth in the British Isles. 

t Mathew iU. 2. 
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Speii-bound, attested Zion's sweetest lays. 
And in this corporal tenement drank in 
Foretaste of the high strain that angels swell. 

It chanc*d : if such a faulty chain as chance 

'Mid wide creation's work hold agency ; 

That old Northumbria's puissant King,"^ 

In days of vernal prime, and modest youth, 

Was, in the bosom of Zona's isle, 

To such worth rear'd, as worldlings never knew. 

There learnt he charity (th' absorbing wish 

For his near brother, and for all mankind,) 

Intrepid to disown inceptive! lust, 

That in the darkling chambers of the heait 

Its villainous and monstrous crest uprears, 

The secret challenger of God, in man. 

With righteous front of truth to countervail 

The archery of scorn : the cruel taunt 

Of those a left, unprized cross that loathe : 

To hope and bear all things : and, marvell'd reach 

Of love celestial ! to defer himself. 

Others preferringt to his lawful right. 

Such princely skill, and nobler lore than this, 



* Oswald, Kiog of Northumberland about anno 600. 

t Mathew y. 2a - | I.- Corintbians xiii. 
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Learnt he in school of the rejected Christ ; 
But severed from his dage and upright friends. 
That, in the budding time of life, him train'dp 
Loath he retreated to the southern land. 
Not to regale, and mix the stream of time 
With free delights, companionship, and spcurt : 
Or his powers yield to culture, or the sweets 
Of rich and learned leisure, where the mind 
Refin'd and elegant becomes suscept 

Of joys incomparable. But, to reign — 

To be in charge of vultures, to abridge 

The cageless libbard and hyen' with links. 

To stay fell monsters from a mutual prey : — ^ 

And, fiercer task, to diadem his brow. 

And shake the sceptre o'er a tameless realm.* 

With sidelong look, asham'd and griev'd he spied 

Th' abased crisis of his native land ; 

And watch'd the stubborn and untutored eye 

With savage scorn regard the prosperous signs 

And emblems of his cultivated sense : 

Saw precious things contemned, and worthless ends 

The prime and sovereign aim of life esteem'd : 

Folly surmounting wisdom, lies the truth. 

Revenge sweet mercy : and the reeking knife 



* His kuigdom was pagan. 
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Not seldom rubied in a brother's blood. 
Staunchly with wholesome rule he persevered, 
Oft disregarded, and the faithful sword 
Of scorned justice flash'd long time in vain. 
Yet, artless he, to judge that outward law, 
In barbarous climes a foreign instrument 
Imported but to trim th' external mode ; 
Having no drift to penetrate the heart ; 
Could renovate the system of the world. 
And generate a spring of moral weal 
In the crude commonlirealth, where ill pervadein 
And folly is the staple of the mass. 
For skilful stratagem of rule is well. 
And heaven, no lovelier earthly shew confers 
Than equal laws of even-gbvem'd realms. 
But yet health-yidding root of human worth. 
Of power to drink the nutriment of laws. 
And test of outspread national repute. 
Are not attained by these : but five the fruit 
And product of that ridi and prosperous seed. 
Sown in the temper by the Almighty hand 
Of Him that waters from salvation's springs, 
And from his word sheds sanctity of heart* 
Upon the favoured families of man. 



• Prov. iv. 24. 
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And 'melioration yof that liberal source, 
Whence are the issues and the paths of life. 
Thus deemed King Oswald, weary of the mould, 
Tenacious of his untaught horde, repuls'd, 
And now faint with recoiling strife become, 
But past the green of youth ; of tasked thought 
And age mature, some reckoned guage he had 
Of dark abysses of the human hcail : .^ 
And guess'd that an equivalent strength was meet 
The sin-steeFd mind to wheel,* as to create. 
Debate he held, and counsel with his soul. 
And questioned close, what lofty 'suasive power 
Advancement on his faculties had passed ; 
Possessing him with taste of moral good, 
With raptured relish of celestial truth. 
And burning seal for the lost life of man. 
Had blest his eviUp'one perpetual spirit 
With that high birth, f mysterious and renew'd, 
That to this weedy and unholy worid 
Brings oft the alien fruits of Paradise. 
He to his chambers entered, closed his doors. 
And hid himself a little space, reduse. 
And conference held upon the prostrate ground. 
In humblest guise, with that Eternal Friend 



• Ps. !i. 10. t John iii. 3. 
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Who still complains that his poor faithless Hock 
Do utter no petition to his throne** 

Mrs. Claypole. 

My loving sire, did the good king awaits 
fhat by the palpaUe, and inward move, 
Of irresistible, descending grace, 
A rule he should receive, and counsel straight 
By which to tame the commons to his law. 

Cromwell. 

Is there bright seraph saint, that can diseeni 
The mystery by which the unseen hand, 
The thread of purpose and design imparts 
To secondary causes, and hangs up 
The outward pattern to the eye of man ? 
But to proceed : the wrought and earnest king 
To deepest slumber fell, and was convey'd 
In thought, the far and eariy bowers unto. 
Where his rapt spirit drank the joys of youth. 
Once more the «alUbetfprinkled towers he spied 
Of Columb*s isle : and his first love returned. 



• John xTi. 24. 
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Dimly he hail*d the Bmile of well known face 
Of many an ancient and unchanged friend, 
Wlio seem'd in mystic circle to peruse 
A gleaming page : . and hallow*d words he heard. 
Of one of Macedonia,* who besought 

The ever-blessed Paul to be their help. ^^ 

The sweet and holy pageant did dissolve, 
And he awoke : but did secrete the thing . 
Within his heart ; and on the moment fotm'd 
The pleasing wish, that from the shores of Hyf 
A shepherd should draw near, whose holy art 
His flock should water from salvation Vwells, 
To sunny meads should lead, and pastures green. 
And fix in pathways of enduring peace* 

Was straight a gorgeous embassage prepai*'d} 

Intent to sue for, from lona's cells, , 

A prophet well ibstructed in the law, 

And vers'd in secrets^ of the state divine. 

And they depart with earnest mandate fraught^ 

And Oswald's fervent blessings on their head. . 

With radiant armour, find emblazoned garb, : i 

And horses equipag'd in gold, they tramp 



i t 



* Acts xvi. 9. t A name of loolmkiU. 

t MarkW. 11. 



47 



The fords of sylvan and majestic Tweed ; 

And treading thwart a heathy wilderness. 

The pastoral maze of Clyde afar descry. 

And cross his foamy track, thro* rified steeps, 

Where he lifts up to heaven his headlong* roar. 

And follow him by turret, and by wood. 

By plain and city, till the noon-day sun 

Blazes upon the Castlef of the waves ; 

Thro' green Argyle, and to the western main, 

Where drops the burning orb into the brine 

At nook of old lona's fiBur-<sought isle. 

With anxious mind, as prizing the behest 

Of their revered and religious king. 

They thus their suit prefer, that the holy siresj 

Would of their clemency an angel send 

For his unheard-of task : welcome demand 

Soon met by those selfrjealous ftiends, whose minds 

Ofl-times had prick'd them that no other gift 

Had gone with Oswald, than their empty prayers. 

The grateful message spread ; the conclave met. 
Blood-circling hope stirs the divan, and makes 
Their parley short, and lips to pout with joy. 



* Falls of Clyde. f Dambarton R'^"*- 

t The Presbyten^ Icolmkili 
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They who this life a pilgrimage esteem, 

Brief warning ehoose their settled haunts to chaage/ 

The call — the choice — and earnest conference. 

And counsel taken on the knees soon pass : 

Forthwith the gallant cavalcade departs 

From Columh's shore, as those that gather spoil ; 

A form rever'd, with silver locks, their prite. 

Who his amazed friends at parting cheers. 

With anchor*d hope of meeting in the heavens. 

But ere he sever from his father's earth. 

And leave for aye the unforgotten strand. 

He deviates to behold the peaceful vales 

Of those the humble shepherd's life that lead ; 

And once more view those early loved crags. 

With front terrific, veiFd in morning mists. 

Or softened, smiling to the set of sun : 

Where oft the melody of Salem's name 

Was waken'd by his lips, and echo shriek'd 

In answer to his tones, *' Prepare, prepare 

** A highway in the desert for our God." 

He lingers therefore by that beamy lake,* 

Where greenwood islets are reflected pure. 

That from th' overhanging mountain takes its name. 

Or by the solitary Enrick's banks 



* tj«elilomon«i 
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To mountain huts drops Im prophetic word. 

Then urging to the aouth, in goMen mom 

He dipt his foot in Tweed, who9e waters sbew'd 

like vivid fiimace in the orient sun. 

And from the verge of England gating back. 

Drew heaviest sigh firom his o*er-laboiir*d breast : 

Then upward turned his thoughts, and straight forth bent 

And rallied all the forces of his soul, 

Sweet life to waste, upon his high empriz^. 

The mission's prosperous faine itself outruns, 
Aqd summons of the kingdom follows straight ;* 
But let me hasten to close up the scene. 
Time fails to tell, how, from the vales and hills. 
The scattered dans at their approach convened. 
Horseman and foot, with hound and hunting horn, 
Or arm'd with cross-bow, or nice pointed spear ; 
And a mii^'d niuUitude of varied cast. 
Babe-breasted matrons, hoary heads, and maids. 
Arrayed in various costume; sumptuous some. 
Magnificent and rich ; others in wild attire. 
Or in uncouth, fantastic armour dight. 
The lazy myrii^ on the velvet plain 
Of fragrant turf, the thick-ruff'd sheep that feed, 



* Conrention vf the kUif;4oni to mtet the Bishop. 
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Assembled wide : in varioiu Aeolus enlist. 
As liking prompts. The wild onsettled yoalh 
The joys of restless sport still prosecute. 
Unwearied yet : but most part stretch inert 
The verdant lair upon, sluggishly pleas'd 
With novelty, or eye their babelt. at playcv • 
Heart-seardiing i^ew, from which the bustla bi^ 
Of adult joy not wrests the mother's lM>k-. > 

Others in quest of wonders^ leisure stray- 
To feast their fancy, or betray dull time ; 

And some a<« eager ta tiiiibld, or list . ' 

What's new : iCMad marvel much w1hi# BM>v*d 4be.kinf • 
For alien priest to ranisack lands remote, 
While misletoe was rife.* Till on the top. 
Them and the sky between, appears the traoj^ 
For which their strain'd esqpectancy did yewrm^ • • ^i ? 
Then straight a wavy motion was peroeiv'd ' ^- ^ >,.*V/ 
The vasty group to change ; and niufmwni d^ep^ m. .t<> 
Of approbation moaned upon the ain '■■....>, ..^ 
So on the Helkspont, where Xer&es- host • • f^ ,v • 
In their pavilions s^ama'd^ the watdiword ira^.; .... ,.. ^u 
Forlo! the royal oiiflamb unfuri'd, .• f 

And all is stir, the 'heaving ranks thit>ttghoiit. . . • ^ .*} 
And in.tlie midst, stood on a mossy knoll. 
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* UMmend hfitti Droidi. 
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Skirted with hded fern and purple heathy 
Oswald elate ; whose edg'd and subtle sight. 
The coming cavalcade dissects, and proves 
With scarce^believiog hope, and throb of doubt, 
That Aidan, parttalest of firstling friends. 
By bands endear*d,'ihal strengthen tolife*s dose — 
That Aktan,* wise in counsel, was ordain'd. 
By ever bountems and indulgent heaven^ 
His predous ai|.d maturest; years to give. 
To this auspidous land. So 'twas decreed* 
And soon the hoary Sire, well pLeas*d recalls 
Tt» missing festurca of the blooming boy,. 
In the high front,. and bearing of the King. 



But I wovkl fail to pcunt or to rehearse. 
The glarings wonder of the gatherM throng. 
Who found the new. religion strange, albeit 
On andeii1;i3hords,it struck, and them awoke 
That erst had quiv^r'd awful in their hearts. 
For thrilling speech, that like a two edg'd sword, 
Proceeded from the visage of the Saint, 
The soul and spirit pierced,! laying bare 
The thought»>ud passage of the inmost heart ; 



( .■\ 



* Afterwards Bishop of Lindlsfarne or Holy Isle. Died 651. 



Conyincing aU of sin, trammellmg xound . ■ 
With the sad binding and the corda of hell. 
Nor can I frame the wild and long drawn wail, 
The eye of anguish, and despondent moan ; 
Or yet more grateful task, in the fecess. 
Tell how the Saint, enamour'd of hi^^ theme. 
And imitating it, pour*d oil and joy 
Into the festering wound of broken heart. 
Bound up the bruised spirit, rais'd the hands 
That hung down lifeless to the guilty ground ; 
Nor how salvation like a healing shower 
Pour*d o'er this dry and parched wiklemess^ ^ 
And caused the desert blostMmi* as the mae. 

Mrs. Claypol£« 

One word for Oswald : — Say how his full heart 
The joy partook ; and bade the heaven's will 
Expand and prosper in the land he lov'd. 

Cromwell. 

At Oswestryt he fell : 'mong bleeding friends ;— ^ 
The Pagant execrating o'er his corse : 

* Isaiah 35 1.— f Anno. 642. <—t Penda, King of the Mercians. 
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Which sever'd into mangled parts, were stak'd 
In cursed triumph round the speechless field. 

Mrs. Claypolb. 

Severed, dtdst thou say — oh woes my heart ! 
Butcher'd, and severed ! O thou potent Heaven : — 
Burst my sad bosom — ^Pagan wrath supreme ; 
The skies permissive ; and the good undone ! 
My dismal soul foreboded something wild ; 
Alas ! alas I he was too kind to live. 
Be still, my meddling heart, and know that God 
No reckoning tenders of his ways to man, 
But his steps keep the palpable obscure. 
Yet will I ever mourn the kind, the good ; 
Matrons of England, join the plaintive strain. 
O dark and perverse fate ! but yet high Heaven 
Doth reign ; and let the crouching earth be mute. 
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BOOK SECOND. 



Cromwell. 



*Ti8 im auspidolis token of the age. 
And argues gainful merchandixe of mind. 
And reciprocity of fruitful thou^t 
Within a ripened State) when modest woman. 
In bashful cast, smit with beseeming fears, 
Lest she break up an interdicted hoard, 
Doth push her fond solicitude beyond 
Domestic exigency ; and in guise 
Of unobtrusive, but unfeign'd concern. 
Revolve the springs of welfare in the realm. 
Exulting in the prosperous acclaim. 
And brimming overflow of a nation's joy : 
Nor shrinking fifom the staid and stem lament 
Of men that rue dishonour and defeat. 
Such mental use adorns her, whose fieiir lot 
It is' to fence the blossoms of the State* 
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And if some Lady,* at the sunset hour. 

In woodland castle by the banks of Tyne, 

Yield her delicious moments to the page. 

And anxious narrative of England's fate : 

And oft her eye for inward mu«e averts 

And lean her head upon her lily han4» . . i 

And in a pleasing reverie and trance, 

Foster regressive visitings of thought 

Through the long .vista of a thousand yeiirs,: ... 

\t may be, in hc^r vision, sh^ admires, 

Th' original and ancient sires who were^ 

That tiird the spacious laWns that fill her eye. 

Where the light fawn bounds by his branchless nursfrr 

Or tended sheep upon those mossy swells ; 

What fashion theirs in perspective remote . ^ ^ . 

What zealous aim and livelong wish, was theirs*.. , ^ 

And aJti ! what was their drift of that high wor)d^ . , y/ 

To whose dread doom thdr spirits have been jpia*^;^; .<^ 

While that their fabric hath resumed ^e dust ^ ; ^ ^ 

From whence they sprang, and whose disoi^^ajA'd .firiMiie 

Hath melted undetected 'mid the mould, .-i 

Discoverable by mark of heaven alone. 

Then let her not despond,t nor judge that he 

• Femftle Patriotiwi. ^ 

f AUadiDg to the state of ^BeligioQ io early Britain, about the 
7th century, but wliidb win gradually extinguished by Popery. 
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In that far age of Atbioli's primitiTe, 
Who with the lark started to kindly toil. 
While morning bath*d her yellow locks in dew, 
Faird to adore the hand the soil that fomi*d. 
While in the precious vi*let-colour*d earth 
The costly seed he shed. Or pilot blithe, 
Who'shot his wattled skiff thro' roaring waves 

> ■ 

That foam beneath the cliffs of Lindisfame, 
When cloudy even hail'd his glad return 
To his rock-rested roof and cradled babes. 
Let it not be impute, that o'er his meal 
Of fish and lioneycomb, he miss'd to speak 
The laud and homage of an o'erchargM heart. 
Yea high baronial pride in those rathe days. 
Despised not his 'fervid clans amid, 
Th' unmitred servant of the Lord to list^ 
With outstretchM hand, under the branchbg oak, 
Pubtish tliSt he who fram'd the worids appear*d. 
And rode i&ro' Zion^s streets in lowly garb, 
WUier^^ haiihosanhas nottransfixt the heavens, 
The firm and flinty pavement had cried out. 

Mrs. Claypole. 

Now 'tis to me a lititle fount of thought, 
Whicj^ tas secret and endeared do guard, 
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That our great ano^iE^ witlm t)m 1^4 
Into that far-sQugbt reft sha^ watcon^ u^. 
Which they for lengthy 4tgQs jiavf( poflf^eaa^. ^ 
O blest the roaliQ the Joyful. souii4 t^at knoiiv«y. . 
And lives within «tha| jp^ur^ an4 -^^PPy b^a<n. 
That flows in n^i^nc^ frpw tb^ b^PW .<^ Cl^isl-.. . 
Would that the vvipf^ ^ the earth ^x^ ^^^ 
Found, where (^ nations dwell the worth ^d wealth ; 
In unctuous fui^ows notj and flauqtiiig ipaf tift 
But in the afiiti^Wk of religi<^ug b^eiMrti^. 
Then would th^ b^ejalf; away ob|i(tructiou0.aU 
The growth of hefl.¥ei)ly wisdom th^t perplex^ . 
And aid. 4b' .C|£^^«e; 5»f th^ goq[)el;i9)ii|rmf r. 
Nor in its room a c^M?uU fe^ryiiie Ifwd; 
But be the heavens prfds*d|i thiMi old^ time 
Yielded such fruit tQ our ceruliao isle^ 
Worthy to bi9 i»oc)aiiii'd its goldei^ agfc. . 
OshortiMl4 0^tilwli^<'40of ffiw.^lett h^urv^. , 
That sped too soon a,iYS^;y with tun^ii^ ^9^*^ 
That roar'dfrpm ilRopif, ^ thp JQUQff ^^^ .^ 
Eraz*d» leaving a sba^s]|J^wi}4/i99t^t 

In rolling on the popedom this amount* 

* la tit aeOMiat of Um Rise and Progrtts of tbt Fnpsej. 
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ThjhwoAitafsy^iitttfieom'nfjtsL But yet lo.naigh 

Tbe'bttK of thiB wnAt Blraotar^d ijmuiiqr* 

Whereon do rest its pinnaoles aftd towen; 

Know that in all men dwc& a bold pro|peaae* 

To keep the heavens a hold of tearthfy p6^w e r» 

And vend (br-g«n its oonsolaliMW strooipy 

lliat all sammation bsflle, and traasoaKl. 

To sit in seat of <3od, «id wield ids ant 

Of threat attd-iliunder, aoad so chuter np 

For all-insatiate man, reverence and weaHh, 

Hiiby rivers, temples, or yet ««veeter still 

Swoln dmnintflion o^er his brother's son! ; 

To wheel the conscienoe, and that sjNrtng SHbdne, 

Of human motion to his rearing will. 

Snch is within us all a master lust 

That wnits "fit fwope alone to strike the skies ; 

And priests- of every sort and sect vriH dothe 

With lawless sway their dass, while unrepieas'd 

By laic vmhuice, and self defence. 

And if the hand to earth her iaie that shaves 

Had set our hieraichst contenient space, 

And stinted not a term of centuries. 

With kmgs and councBs drivnig fkolcness on, 

'Mid grim, nocturnal ages, light-forsook ; 

■^^— 1— ^— ^— — — — — ^— ^^— ^^— ^-^ ■^■— 

* Priettenft. i- English Bishopt. 
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There would hot hSi another Church ^of Rome *'.:)> 

Medley'd of earth and hell. Save that high hea?eiir " 

In holy prophecy y aeons, to debar . ^ . " 

All repetition of the lurid scene i 

Upon the world's stage. ' /, 

Did the first priest that seiz'd' St. Peter^s keys* 

Within his eye the 8cepter*d hands compress, --t 

That to the triple crown.in unseen time . > 

Should break the lordly emblems of their stiengib ? -. 

As th' earthly bulwarks of imperial Rome 

Were not constructed like a summer's sheal 

*Twixt the red streak of day and evenii^'s cloud : 

So was the seat of Papal sovereignty. 

Metropolis and citadel of sin. 

Imperfect, till slow toiling centuries 

Had pird up mound on mount, and drcled loimd 

The mystic basins with the links of hell* 

For even in the days of blessed men, . - ^ 

Whose corporal eye the heaven's Lord had hail'tl, . 

Began to work the deep decline of worth $ 

And lusted Diotre]4ies then for power.f . 

Yea, he who rested on the Saviour's breaat, . • : 

From whose lips wont exuberant peace, to flow. 

Did rashly challenge heaven's fire to wreck. 



* Papacy arose from small beginnings, 
t Early traces of It. 



(Goaded by pride) men that his aim gainstood^ 
Until by the meek heaven itself rebuk'd. 
Howbeit for ages from Messiah's day 
Walked his saints* in white ; his Nazarites 
Were purer than the snow ; red and milkwhite, 
like cheek of innocent, so heavenly pure. 
Thus Cyprtanf Uv*d Upon the Carthage shore. 
Taintless as the clear marble there entomb'd ; 
And Augttstinet from mortal guilt redeem*d, 
Compute his woe^ and made hb plaint to Grod. 
And solitary saints,! in tameless mood. 
Sought the remote ^d roofless mountain side 
For sterner struggle with o*ermast'ring sin ; 
Or rigid contemplation of that earth 
Of ancient seers forwamed, and of them sung,|| 
To be ad<Nrn'd by the Creator's hand 
In hu^s of golden morn and purple eve ; 
Where righteousness and peace shall ever smile : 
And, on the shore standing of eddying linns. 
They, to the running bass, of tuneful streams^ 
Chanted entranced, their f<md prophetic hopes. 
Thus far*d the church in that ausjncious tiii;ie ; 



* AUosioii to earliest centuries of tbe church of tfai&t, 
t Ancient Fathers in the chnrdi. 
i PrimeTal Hermits. 
H Isaiah xzxT. 65, Ix. 17.— 2d Pet. ill. 12.— Rev. xxi. 1. 
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But 'twas penmtted that the sennbaF flesh* 

And base things of ihe world should wirap up 

In specious folds, and burying artifice. 

The true etherial element* of rigbt; 

And Satan slowly drove his sable wheels 

With fearful prudence to this fated marie. 

For th* artless priest of Rome in pristine days. 

In honest guise, and stark simplicity. 

Drew all his joy in serving to the flodc 

Tidings of blessed Christ. But in advance. 

Hasted this gladsome purpose swift away ; 

And bobterM up with metropolitan , 

And carnal power, he madly importun^iif ' 

The perilous acclaim of priesdy Hug ; f 

Within his mesh, with firantic blindness msh'd 

The laity, and kings with furious heat 

brove aidless realms into the baneful snare. 

And Satan, lest his wondrous luck should swerve, ' ' ' 
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The better to seduce, led gently on. 
The lack of potent faith he palliate first. 
Wherewith the soul is ravished near to God, 
And knows his worshiped essence round suftuia'cl. 
And for tiiot 'twas- a painful task abstruse 
T' explore a pure, etherial deity,. 



1 * 
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There^MPe he sobdoloiu, a thiag^ »S9C8ts» 

That may be view'd and felt, to minor forth 

Th ' inoorporal Tirtae of the onknoim power. 

So held he up to the gloe*d eye of man 

A sightly crotM, and pendent therenpon. 

Of ivory or wood, an effigy^f 

To which the idol-kimng lips should pray. 

Won hy the bold pretence th ' abased crowd 

The adoration yielded of the Blest 

For stone and stock, yet under devihsh shew 

Of reference and hold of the Supreme. 

Such th ' early trace of priestly stratagem 

And craft to guard the laity in thrall. 

And as they who on murderous deed are post 

Await the time when light forsakes the sphere, 

Loving the glocMuy safety of the night. 

So did the architectst of papal wrong. 

Wait that enlarged and melancholic gloom, 

Thut bladL^d the radiancet of th' imperial sun. 

The mind of man enfeebled and debas*d 

Of mental ray debarred from earth or heaven, 

Sought anxious still for safety afler death. 

And smit with soul concern, demanded truth. 

From those that seemM to keep the keys of heaven. 

* ImagM and idol worship, 
t Cradte. t The dark Bget. 
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Dextrous, the {Msmi ano^ f^Mthood* aaooinag Am» 4 

The door of koowled^* stag^'d fipam. enteruig ia* • . 

The helpless su|^liaiito^ and dolkig out ' 

Fables, and mockery' apocryphal, > 

Yet wrapt in semUaa^e of the go^>el trulht 

Thus held their souls encag'd* 

The body of the hallowed teat diviilg!d' 

Of God, auUienlic meiiMxry of hia;wiU, ^ • 

His reference to fallen man itteovds ;; 

And 'tis a noble and a steepy task 

To stand interpreter of this cbefvioe,r 

And calls for d^&denee and modeat diead* 

A priesUiood smit mth madaerM aod wA «ia^ ' 

The glorioua ardietypai tabkl htdesi^ 

Andy for tha.OQunael of etoSBty, 

Its many colour'd fictiona cbth jj^oodaiiB^ 

As sole remembrance of thcskies' bahttrfk; < • "'^ 

Edging perdition, whik th^ thM bkupplHMie^ ' 
If exposition, of inapued irnt 

To men, and lifting ha mysterioiis-T^,: 
Meek revereaae denMuid^ and titm^nrliiae'; 
If solemn maledi6ftio» il» beflffolEe 
For those that, tampee witk the goapel page,^ 



J •^, 



.1 1 



i. 



I . ■ t • • ./I .■ 



* Scripturw witliliiad. 



To add or to diminirii ; Q^ wk«fe/d4 

Is pent up «Md reaer/d for daxiiig liMib^ 

Who feftrlefls cuioel.tli' cngcmvoi waai^ 

And pedestal themsdLfas^ voi aigli* of mmi 

As reservoir of heaif ensr^ntaiftjd tfutk ;* 

And with audacious fi^POBBesa haraU fatik 

The fatuous frailty, jg£ a dotard piieat. 

Their king, as qk^mi of th' etecnal uaai% 

Adrammdech, and Moledi, 8tarl.toii& ! 

Rouse ye, awake ye^ aaeiea^surn'Of ■»,- 

And glare your guilt outrsokou'd. O this pitoh< 

Is secret and' «nkaowii: to: other iqpheamiJ 

Yet thus the Popedom, throve^ «id siiaveu pMstv 

R^se of mankind^ adb'^l die bible's looniy 

Trod on the spine of kiofa^ and tnunp'd aanai 

The people under. Oid'tti' Mtinghty deep. 

And did his jealous asd; fais> swiftr nglit hMMb 

Repose in doud(s whik that tbe eavth^andheHi 

Approach'd their goodless umovaiid co»biii^d*?' 

Be silent, O my soul; Jf«wiil arisr» 

For mercy and for dooai. Hiv avn^sfaaH^walpr 

As in first days, who dxaakm^ nol^ aor steeps;' 

And now seven centuries had sped their fiight- 
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Into a desei*t cheerless and obscure^ 

Of thicken'd darkness/ and disastrous doubt, 

Mlien the false Church of Rome, with jealous wing, 

Broods o'er the incult regions,* and thro* all 

Holds glad pernicious sway. Practition'd now 

In shrewd deceit, she subtle rears to lust 

The costliest jewel of Belzebub's crowp ;t 

Whereby dull earth, as by a ^ry charm 

Or amulet, is transmute into heaven ; 

And cabalist words from lip of sorcerous priest 

Transform a moulhful into the Supreme. 

Was the wild thought in cursed bedlam hatched, 

'Mid brainless malice, mockery and sin ! 

I cannot wake my soul to seriousness 

On this repknii^ment of heinous scoff. 

Or at the least, of hideous error fixt. 

Wily distortion, misconstruction sly. 

Obtruded on the language of the Qirist. 

I am not jealous for the Lord of Hosts, 

As once Elijah : else the central oaves 

And during bases of perpetual hills 

Would I in honor call to upper light. 

To redden, or to bleed to see heaven's King, 

Derided and betray'd, and made so vile ; 



* On. the Contliieoi ef Europe, t The .Mass. 
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For the accursed purpose thai his realin^ 

And mfluenoe heiiigit» duraki seem within 

The monstiTNis ^iiidaiioe.of a priesthood lankr 

For fraud of Skate:siBistet» and the prop 

Of cruel carnal power. O did I reck 

The matter right». I should to st(»e be tum'd. 

My lips should £ul» and aadden'd thought be chain'd. 

After such read^of pcmty aiMJi wile 

Mliat should be waited, hat a web complex 

Of rare invented mystery and wrong. 

While men rue m their bosoma that the hotux 

Of wormwood do<nn will rouse tibem as firom dream«» 

And catch at comfort for a dread fa»raafter ;. 

Shall not want votanea a schflota so fair 

And plausible as Rome?a ; for tiiere the world 

Need not be quit,, nor lusts dear aa ri|^t. handfl^ 

Nor soul be emptied of all Mp but Chxiait. 

Such course of root and bcBoch. man savours not. 

And the priest quotes. & smoother track to peace : 

Lauds outward 8cai»* in piaqt of stricken souls, 

And cheaper safety than a Saviour's blood.f 

Equivalent and coefUfeahle week 

To purchase heaven, ooxporal. penances,. 



• PeaiBw. t Aota in 12. 
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To out-compensate evil infinite 
Against unbounded goodness peipetrate. 
Prepostrous stretcb of sin ! nourishing pride 
That dares the skies, and blazoning man's works. 
And nailing up among the wondering stars 
The filthy rags of human righteousness. 
As vouch sincere of self-existent worth, 
And streamer of maii*s aidless triumph pure. 
If some dejected soul compunctious doubt 
The virtue of the priest-attested charm ; 
And own the entrance of an inward hell, 
A doleful horror, and unknown remorse. 
Upon the dread increase : the case is met 
By the perfidious conclave, not with that 
Mystery of heaven, Messiah's bleeding love. 
And immolation of his righteous spirit. 
And more than mother's ruth for souls of men, . 
Inscrutably divine* ; but with a tale 
Of gentle furnace, of purgation bland, • 
' To be endured by the parted mind 
A term of years, and purgatory 'clep'd. 

As the end, the upshot and extreme amount,t 
The native landmark of this race of fraud ; 



•••*Man^>M^aWiOTMMMaMMMBaH«aaaiMH|aai^BHMi»>^«fM«t»M«a 



* laaiah, zlix» 15. t. Papal Indalgences. 
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As if to cozen and affiront the sense^ 

And doubting eyes of all that tread the earth. 

At certain rates* indulgence was exchang'd 

To game and tamper with iniquity. 

And stores were oped for this new modem ware. 

From forth the shameless, counterfeit consult. 

Folk gushed in throngs, with heaven's licence clear. 

And jovial leave to take their fill of sin. 

And proof thereof, and warrant sign*d and sealed. 

And for that this was not the piteous act 

Of blindfold heathen ignorance and grief ; 

But the deliberate process and day toil 

Of thosef that own*d the very wells of truth ; 

It hath methinks surmounted what the earth 

£*er on its surface saw of wantonness; 

Nor could man's limit of iniquity 

Stretch into farther reach of harm and woe. 

The bark that swims unpiloted, may glide 
And roll in circling voyage in advance 
Mliere wind or tide her worthless range impekt. 
But to attain the distant mark reserved. 



• See Lather's life. f The Priesthood. 

^ Man of hknielf is Suei^hle of maintainiiif tho knowU d se of 
God. 
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And find the tranwtlaaticJieaooainiie . >■ 

Athwart tK' iffimkaUe breadtii of foaai, , ., 

All obstacle of air and «ea MAUtfls.; 

The pressure of the potent Jadi demanda 

Against the togsging wasine^.and foBee oUttqiie . ^ 

Of blanched aheet» bound jbUhiol to ike tee«ae* 

So man, with mlgar quality mu^ urge 

In science's bright neaUn a godlike naich ; 

His name meif monument in lo% fanes ; 

Nurture his spint among .pyramids. 

Heaven-throwing canvaas^ and aoul-^toudiing wika ; 

His brush may wet amid therainbow'fi dies ; 

Detect the acdemn measure of lihe sypheres ; 

A form of foukless colonnade complete 

Or chip a block into such emphasis 

And jook of love, as Seraphim might own. 

But hb prone fiwulties will hug the dust 

When in his fainted and unbolster*d strength. 

To grasp the praise unsearchable he atruns. 

And untold m^featy, of the Supreme.* 

And in that wihl essay, so far -he ainks 

Into the abject, and tlie vile of things. 

Yea to the murky foulness of the abyss ; 

As proves how hopeless 'tis to know heaven's King, 

• ■ - '■ ' ■ . • 

-■— — — — i— H^^ii— I I 111 ■ . ■■ ■ I I 1.^— — — — — — i— - 

• Mat xi. 27. John i. la 
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Wanting his holy arm's peqietnal help, 
Ceaseless supply of his own eommefc'd truth. 
So the frail Popedom, easting off the page 
Of pure supernal wisdom,* canceled thu^ 
The legal record of the skies, tlie deed 
Of valid attestation, seal-d and ro^a^d ^ 
By prophecy and mirade, and the yom 
Of the Gk>d-Man lumsdf, and his InspkM. 
And tampering with the awfiil stamp of hea^n. 
Betook them to the spurious counterfeit. 
The compromising maze, and crook of tale 
Driveird from treacherous human lipsj to help 
Each lustful purpose : and thus swerv'd outright 
To despicable fblly, and held up 
Glimpses of heaven, mean and second rate. 
Fictions of sotted Saints, and dohbh dreams, 
Unhallow'd piebald medleys ;•— confidience 
And credence of the which demanded stark 
A temper stupified and drugg'd — a grain. 
Tending the confines of the gnusng herd. 
But man, bequeathed to strong delurion, giilp'd 
The hooky poison, that his vitals chained. 
Catching him prey, first to Ae priestly king. 
And then alas I to one of loftier claim. 



* The written word, at dlstingniahecl from aaoerdotal tnuUtion. 

K 
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Prince* of the dismal air : — •^md to secure 

From reach of hope^ the mystery of wrong. 

With darksome principality to hedge, 

They placed such vigilant and ruthless watchf 

On the sepulchred message of the skies. 

And fierce mijnition round of burning fire. 

As scared the hapless laity ; keeping tomb'd 

The blessed light. And when an orphan soul 

Yeam*d wistful for the cordial word of life. 

There blaz'd up straight a warfare m^ciless 

With the intuitive,- and inborn thirst 

Of heavenly knowledge ; and the secret seeds 

Of notice and intelligence in man^r 

With sluth-like grudge, were searched and scented out. 

And th* auspicious wish cancell'd and crushed. 

Thus stood the Pri^t pf Rome, the mail of sin. 

In holy writ foretold, assumiug part 

Of attribute and function of the Blest. 

And thus that stately witch the Papal Church 

A mother of iniquity became. 

The mystery of wildei;some deceit. 

The city of the moral plague that rul'd 

0*er kings and king^doms of the check^r'd earth, 

Array'd in scarlet bravery ornate. 



* Satan. f The Jnqaisition. 
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And deckt in every predous stone that shines 
Vain glorious in the modish world*s sheen : 
Lauded of peals sonorous, and the charm 
Of dulcet choids rivalling the choral spheres. 
With treasures of the fragrant earth enrich'd. 
Charming with odours, sorcerous with smiles, 
In sweet deep luxury, caress*d and lost, 
And waving in her hand a golden cup 
Of lustfiilness and wrong ; whereat she reeFd 
Drunk with the blood of Saints. 

Mrs. Clay pole. 
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Then mercy fled the earth, and innocents 
Were innocent in vain. O Britain's isle. 
Fated in thy rathe cradle to approve 
The milky nurture of the gospel fount, 
Betimes dash'd from thy lips : I bleed for thee 
My country, eyeing still the pensive past, 
And mourn that thy lov*d Oswald liv*d benign. 
And strained for thee his generous toil in vain. . 

Cromwell. 
Repine not tho' he fell, yet incomplete 
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Of harvest full ;* nayj but for nuMiy weeks 

Of prosp'rous years, oft did the evening sun 

Lengthen the lofty chesnut's summer shade 

Along the glowing green ; duly did mom 

][n luscious hues colour the earth with lights 

By early eyelid, seal'd with sleep, unseen ; 

Oft did the orb of day with languid gaze 

Gleam o'er the top of southern winter hill ; 

And seasons wheeled, and generations pass'd 

Of men, and leaves, beneath autunmal stems. 

On our paternal soil, from Oswald's reign. 

While that in lowly cot, and lordly tower. 

The incense sweet of sainted prayer ascends. 

The Culdee,t unincumbered with the garb 

Pompous and cumbrous of unwieldy Priest, 

Undeckt, save with a beard of Nevis* snow, 

By brook and valley to devoted throngs 

His unfeign'd function us'd. With count'nance sweet. 

Exhaust with antecedent tournament 

And kissing wrestlej with the heavens, and force 

Divine charged on his soul, which mitigate 

His aspect to such mould of tenderness 

As angels smile with ; he, grave and awe-struck. 



Genuine religion haying prevaUed lor a space after Oswald^s time. 
t A primitive British Pastor, 
t Gen. zxzii. 20. Sol. Song i. 2. 
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The multitudinous regard confronts, 

And eyeing vigil of the watching crowds ; 

Heart-swoln with burden of premeditate 

And pre-arranged rudiment of truth, 

And hesitates at first his curbed lips ; 

Till zealous and commoved with his theme 

That irks the trammels of th' immured earth, 

Pressed with officious ardour, and oblig'd. 

His purpose and intents of heart he casts 

Into the channels of his utterance ; 

And flung of driven passion, publishes 

From foi*th the glowing forges of his soul 

The burning lore of oracles divine. 

A glorious knowledge, lov'd of simple hearts, 

That casket up the rhet'ric wild, not yet 

To our indifferent equipoise composed. 

Our unit mite of care. and trivialness. 

And frozen staidness and frigidity ; 

On what shall quickly prove a confluence 

Of bosom ferment ; yea, racked seas of thought, 

A universe of momentful concern.* 

But such mode pleasured not the priests of Baal, 
Who, swarming from Rome's portals, filFd each nook 



.•- < 



• -' • ■'■•-■ ■■; 



• Mat. XXV. 40. 
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Of the oboe happy land, eager as wolves 

But prompt with method and traui'd insoimioe** . 

And first those darit officials begani 

With feigning blandishment and flattering tongue, 

Guile-tipt, to lure the artless train of Christ, 

To dare the badge of haughty Babylon^ 

And to her godless litualf ecnnport* 

Meekly repuls'd, they staunch return as oft^ . 

Seducingly to fawn ; cruel caress 

Not stinting ; while blind inconsiderate kings 

Lackey*d their purposes :X anon to find 

Such friendship fatal, and of charm to make 

The crown to topple on their fatuous heads« 

But falling short such stiasive tneasures soft. 

Swift the black legion foully did prepare, 

And whet the knife ecclesiastical. 

With murderous intent upon the life 

Of the beneficent, and beauteous truth ; 

Paction'd, within one cemetery deep, 

Wasteful and wide> to s^nread fotgetfulneas 

On all abettors of ins[Mred writ* 



*» The soppreniim of the Coldees, hy the church of Eome, took 
place about anno 1^50. 

t To ktif JEstttf, .and varioos rites aft aame time aa the RoniWi 
Chitidi, &a &e.*«Sea MUner and Jamieaon. 

t FtaHottUurly Willfaun^ing of Seotlami. 
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Thy woman's heart 'twould womid, did I nnfM 
The record fell of treachery and wrong,* 
That mark*d the cruel fnooess of the ohaiige* 
'Twas done ; and the dark ailgel final hnng 
His curtain o*er the land ; and sainted name 
Of Culdee perished for ever, lost 
Even from lona's isle : and pass'd henceforth 
All trace and shadow of the words of life, 
Whelmed of popery : save that benevolent menf 



* See Jamieson*! Caldees* 

f It is well known among Antiquaries, tliat the Celtic chnrQli^ 
wldch teisted in the British Isles during the ^burk ages, wera» in 
disdpline, doetrioe and praetiee, atttirijr adTeria to titaift of Ba«K. 
8eme writers go so lar as to naintaid, that a part jof those ancient 
societies were not Episcopal, hut FMsbjterial ; and tiun were still 
ftirtber remoTed from the ecclesiastical stmcture, at least, of the 
Papacy. However this may be, they stood oat for many centories 
with the resolation of martyrs, agaiaot the inTadli^ ^crmptioas 
of the papal Babylon. And the flaal suppression of the CoUeeit 
after ages of cruel pemcutkin, took place at St. Andrew's in North 
Britain, only in 1250. It is of great importance, in the debate 
between Protestants and Papists^ to aiontaln and maintain tJie 
character of theae Churches. Those nHio wish for information on 
the sa^ect may oonsalt Buchanan's Prefoce to Knox's History ; 
bat partlcolarly the learn )d work of I>r» Jamieson npon the Col- 
dees ; and Bede and other authors there quoted* 

It were to have been ^rHshed, that Usteriansb instead of being at 
Incredible pains in prssertlog erldettoe of the polity of the Culdees, 
and whether they were EpiscopaliaBe or Presl^ylariaBS, had cared 
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Permit their wish to be their hope, that hid 
In trackless solitudes, and. lonely depths 
Of Scottish thicket, covering stealthy cave, 
The godly record liv'd. . Or that 'twas spoke 
' Traditional by hoai*y sire to son. 
And thus within the latent breast abode 
Of rustic neighbourhoods, like smothered fire, 
Awoke long after by the breath of Knox: 



more about tranmnitting to posterity, aathentic memorials of their 
doctrine and practice, which must at least have been of a very 19 • 
posite quality from that of Rome. 

Whether the supposition in the text, of the secret survival of their 
christian' principles till Knox's time, be correct cir not, enquirefs 
must Judge for themselves. The martyrs Resby and 'Crawv(ai^ 
Knox's History,) who Intervetied about 1422 and 1431, ;iv«re 
clearly not Cnldees, but Wickliffites. And neither do the.LoUards 
of Kyle in Airshire appear to have been of Culdee origin. Never- 
theless, I may be permitted to say, that if any author cotdd,- mi . 
solid grounds, and perhaps in substantial prose, demonstoitei thnt In 
Great Britain and Ireland, genuine and anti-papal Christianity pre- 
vailed fwm an early century, till the suppression of the Culdees 
in the 13th, such a one ought to receive the unfeigned gHititude of 
all benevolent men* For it is no small weight on the mind o€ a 
philanthropist, to think that his ancestors in this land,- bis own 
flesh and lilood, must be held daring 14 centuries after the advent of 
the Saviour, as on th(i same footing with gentile kingdoms, who 
sat in the region and shadow of death ; or, at best, with those 
whose Christianity was debased by Romish superstition, or altoge- 
ther destroyed by it. « 
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Mrs. Claypols. 

Who quits this word, his breast to him unlocks 
Who swerves not,* but will cleave him to the heart. 

He that doth stake his purpose, and decide 

Himself to conquer, grind his stubborn will. 

And underbend his rampant lusts, to reach 

Welcome more high than he who winneth towers ;t 

That enterpriseth the soul sad^ning cross, 

Bent on the affecting trace of that bright lamb 

Slain from the eternal age ;| this warrior sage 

Finds soldiei-ship of Christ a toil of soul, 

Tho* fit with that refulgent record|| dear. 

With its full store of promise fortified. 

Led of its warning voice, and cheered amain 

By living waters from its sacred fount. 

But of the oracle of Ood bereft, 

iScklied in superstitious man*s device. 

Unless by miracle sustained, would die. 

And they such stretch of grace may not expect 

Who gloomily inter that living page. 



• Satan. t Pror. xti. 32. 

t Messiak. |j Bible. 
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The prime of heathen worthies did mistrust 
Man's mind a broken empire :* and each soul. 
Quest man of self, in secret weds this truth. 
But scripture notes it with a sovran power . 
And emphasis of postulate supreme ;t ' 
And sweetly shews that when sin-drenched man 
With paradise matured deliberate breach, 
The kindness of the godhead streamed forth 
Across the dismal scene. So weeps the sun 
Relenting, and 'mong teaiful clouds bestows 
His parting ray. A^d hence the darkling spring 
Of prophecy, the few and hallowed words 
Foreboding, that a serpent^ should be bruis'd 
By one in fashion like the sons of men ; 
Whereby the widowy and heart broken earth 
Might wait her curse repealed, and righteousness 
A native of her fragrant breast return. 

From this memorial, unfeigned and pure, . 
Which shall outlast the stedfast< spheres, we learn 
That Abraham held a promise, whence his. heart 
Teem'd full of joy : and falling in the. grave. 
He gladden'd at the raBsom|| of his soul ; 



• By Original Sin. f Ps. liii. 3. 

t Gen. Ui. 15. U John viii. 56. 
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And stretching forth in cafefalness bis wish 

For man, the friend and brother of his flesh. 

Saw written in the earth, and in the heavens. 

That his surahnuate frame, so sObn to fall 

Ripe to the ground, should marvellously prove 

The root, whence in far distant i^ should spring 

A mystic blessing,* sourc'd among the Btara, 

In pre-etemal purposes devis'd. 

But earth-descended from those blissful seats,- •- 

Expected of a race of seers and kings 

His o£^pring, the divine receptacle 

Of secret pledges ; hanging all their fate 

On the mere word of God : copying the mode 

Glorious of his fneffable belief. 

Urg'd by primeval custom, nations all 

Their scrupling spirits have assuag'd, when ground 

With deadly sin, and substituted blood,t 

That wrath to quench^ that was suspect to chafe 

And canker in the vengeance-brewing qriieres ; 

Yet deviate fi^m the true original, ' 

Into idolatrous and perverse rite, ^ 

They sacrifio*d m vain. But Abrahum'^ race 

Divided from the rest, for the truth^s sake, 

I 

* Gen. xiL 3. t Sacritces. 
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And to preserve the casket, crystal pure* 

And privileg'^tabokl the keys^ of trath, ... •; / 

Shadow*d tii> Moody types the high pcopine . .: - 

Of glorious Christ; and the aloaed hosts ...':«: 

Of heifers and of bnUftr that voeling £iU . 

On brftzen altam^ h«i dme'ik alone ; • ' 

A trace of tint immeaftairable Uood."^ *« 

The sceptE^'pnopheiof tiikellebfew nicest ''i'i 

Bears his impasffloit'd witness tot die seed 

That was to bless the nations, and oa strings 

Of fire, uttering dark things oi okt, 

Haileth his son Ins Loid^J^and att«nwn|^ > .^ riv./ 

In lustrous vision, prudently bespeskn*. . ; 

His flesh and Mood as deity Supreme, . ' .-. 

And sings his ri^iteoiistand fixed throne . ^ , . . a \- . 

From. the et^nftl age^^ .....<.> jO 

Esaias, vehemeBfia.sttaiaB' theft ftwelL :.::<.':- 

High o*€r Ihetehhftrt.maifk «£ humaakpmise«) -r. .j • r 

And fr2LUf^ygMthtK9md^ . .; 

Of sins that giaxe as daep^te msnaom nedvtl ^ . .\: i ; ; " 

Unto clear fleecy 8noi»'^f->6des^aLehaBgel . .-.ii:::" 

And next heisins tiu^i faie» who isuBioiii th^it^ /v^oi 

^ - ■•:■ ><-•. i .: : ■ . • ,•■, r . i v.» .-li -iil.- xl:J5'- 

*- Hebrews far. ^. f Davii" ' ""^ 

t Psalm cz, Ij Iwiah i. ]8. 
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Unto a ruiuM univerae aehieve» 

And cause heaven fiU with jiibUee Mdi packet 

Since earth should be relrievVl, and nitn:ret40fM 

Brethren in hhm.; behoved to be m*n^. 

A son of human raoe». perfect in gjaet^ 

And bear the hei4>*d up and collective wo* 

Of nations settled on lii« ainkM aouli 

Dejected therewith to the lowly grave ; 

And in such chaina of grief^ nijrtterioiis.WQHii^ 

As earth ne'er.knev, aadshiveE'd to behokb. 

The awful father.^ fioom the heighte efeeme^. 
Evoking vengeattOB,.mth.a look diaLi^akeai 
Myriads of gkuJpuMrjyhBfgs,* ta siience itanh ; 
And all the angelic xaiae^ ssiil and f^ppaUfdy . . 
Fearful of the event?: aad^bida asfokc 
The eternal sword agaimt that ainksabOiiB' 
Vestured in flesb and Uooidr;, nalhkss wbo 
His Godhead e^er tbe fimaneata wesa.! 
His deareslvAotiibibfltn* nor yet hiS:bieast 
Paternal, for maki'* sake & while th' AlnigjhfyiSoR. 
Smiling jn tears, ^iMtk.Ubody passieawtnaf^ 
In love's last fiang, drooptihia devotid head.. 
Such truths. O my rapt soul ! thy bible speaks. 



■"■-^ 



• Zechariiili slilr 7* 
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Elijah, jealous for the Lord of Hosts, 

Dwells not afar in the lone moor, fatigoed 

Of life, cleft with his country^s sin, <* ■. . .. i 

Yearning that he wIm> did derive his life, ', 

His breath should drain, and stretch him in the lOouM* 

But messenger'd to usher Saiem*s King, 

Becomes a voice more cheerful than the chaunt . ' 

And morning melody of woodland bills 

Across night-horror'd heath ; and in his type"^ . / 

Christ's harbinger, fraught with that reverend Sun I : 

In such array of witness did the Blest,t 

Sudden and gknrious, leave the tracts of light 

Beyond creation's skreen ; most sovereignly 

Brushing the snowy robes of angels past. 

Infant of days become, and condescent ^ . ' . 

To all the sinless frailty of our race, .< =. , 

To touch of pity, or temptation's^ stxife : • • 

The arrived heavens to the tents of man ; 

Supreme, yet wanting the yain eamal pomp 

Of this mean orb ; a bosom nmrturHl babe, 

Whereat <iie spheres with> glowing sweetness rang. ' 

He comes, a moral sun of grooe, to^pour • 

' • ■ . . ;• • ii !' 

* John the Baptist, 
f Adrent of the SEVldor; t Mat iv. 1. 
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On scenes, to dark and rueful horror sunk. 

Of hallowed and golden beams glad flood : 

The tenants of the dells of death, to cheer, 

To kiss the londy captive, to unbind 

Tile ^eitter*d that had long in darkness we|it. 

Yet was his visage marred, and grief possessed 

The lines celestial of his^scath'd aspect ; n 

dotted, his honour, in a fatal doud. 

And cruel man slaying his proffered love. 

Till on the mount,* his lustre fenc'd and curbed. 

For dubious years, in salient glory burn'd, - 

Fetching that holy hill to the third heaven. 

Then did he not make riddance of our race ; 

And leave rev^ige to settle with his foes. 

Nor bum up the aocurs*d, and mother earth. 

Of his rank murderers : nay, but he sigh'd. 

And plac'd the day of vengeance far away. 

Detained on earth by countless love divine. 

While that the Father from bright heights revealed 

And his apparent majesty declared, 

Surview*d the scene, and binds the various world, 

(Part scoffing mad, part struck with dread amase^) 

His solemn and beseeching suit to list, 

That blends the far extremes of woe and joy. 

* Luke ix. 31. 



For ever on these efamniring theiiies ^^bsei^t) - ' '•.:•: *' 
That to my wealy keairt refreshoieiit ^Imiif^ < * .' -^ i^^i) 
More than he is restot^d, "whose-^kkd rkfita ^ ^ /. ^ 
Is launched, heaHii^ttestnig, iqMi^ eaitera-sets, • * '<< 
Anear MoiiucGa*B igle, (SweetHKtt^ s rand^^roni .: - /' 
The gliding dec^ proves the soft sjfioy hr^fewm : ii A 
Apross hisbvoiv; deKGioiisly<m^pti^dy r h • i^ 

Flinging new hope> asd gladness on Ms^MuL'' * . *f'y 

Yet tho* these wholesome, and wssle^gamiiiyiEtralhs ^^ 
Were prison'd of the priesthood^ or dbtort 
And mix*d with marvels viie, to teteaup^ . i ' li ' 
The thralled commoos ia theg shriv^itay waarei^ : -*>' i*- 
And tho' our hearts may mk^ when (we SQweyr ^n u ^ 
The fearful throiq^ of souls Aat^kave becn^ trapp'd^ ^ ( 
In this pernicious soheme^ mnd aretdesoent i i ;- / 

Stark to the ^rave, W9th lies enlnaDmeUUiiODMU^i ' ^>< 
Yet in the argent* strait^ soitie yntiiig^sfdrils- ^ < ii -jri 
Exhaust, in mtihyentir sore pcsj^bHt^^ - .u:^ . // 
With priestly glanour hliml,;?yet b6ni<bfi:jgvaDe,'.'''f « ut 
Clave to the rock of ttges,iglm0ns Christ,' ^I'^'^f /d7 

And in his shelter.sweet salvation prQY!d._,. . , ... 

Nor void the very ranks of priesthood, to 
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Exemptions noble, from the common baiie* 

For in the cheated cell of avcfaoret 

The taper flaring in the low brow*d vault 

« 

Its midnight ray shed ofk on holiest page» 

Reflected theiiee into the studious heart 

Of the misguided tenant of that tomb : 

Such fruitage rare, yidding of bible £aith 

As shall be recompensed before the Judge, 

And registered in heaven. 

Such were some hidden pattens, but unprais'd 

Because unknown ; whose viewless path thro' life. 

Left trace as little as the swallow's pen 

Thro', purple air wheeling on suipmer eve, 

Faird not of loftier note, who walk'd like thee 
In wisdom^ Borromeo, near the throne */ 
August in robes, significant of power. 
Yet more in humbleness attir'd, (as oft 
A starred bosom hides a bashful heart,) 
So waa.lhy uprl^ nund from pomp averse ; 
Heedless of homage detp of counsdl'd priests, ' 
And smiles of golden brows ; but ever prompt 
In ends of uaeMness^ concerned to make 
Thy people wise, &*d striving to afibtd * 



* Of the Popedom. 
L ♦ 
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Celestial knovfedge still -to nodcst .youth ; ■■ 
The infant hand dravang with kisdiyviuuite. 
From paths of profligate a&d iistkto Bin : 
And in this patieKt pfi9ogressxe8olute» 
The nurture of thy:lov*dl Milan rto. lift 
Above the nations* €t thou didst enwxvadie 
Thy head with dHriag honours, that sorpass 
The rustling pride of htroes And of Jungs ; 
And mental blossom amid pi^pal tikh 
Didst rear, that jnefits imkalimi grave 
From those that enltivate a kiBiUier scaL** 

But now dark rolling ages had enwrapt 
In mirkest glotom, high noon of moral night ; 
When that her dreary but foretokening brpw 
'Can to be studded with the stars of morn ;t 
Blithe hour for sons of peace| to tune their hearts^ 
And teaching haQ)s for choristry of joy. 



/I . ' 
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* Cardinal Swraneo, hmMMmp0'MOim, ^^i^ Um. -9^n, 
coincidence ejEtramely MfMvalaU t» iblM ftnom^^M Dr.CWke** 
northern travels^ when treating of the character of the Mllaneie 
pedlars; as isompared witfi a passage on the subject of Borromeo's 
schools in the Rev. IhaA^Vnkotfn^Umr. Dr. WQreeH n6t«o 
faroorable to this oelehcsted Bomsai^hiQUct as wmeotbtr ma. 
thors. See his Reformation in Italy. 

t Dawn of Befonnation. 
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Meek Wickliffe Sand, was iionour'd -to tothnne 
Christ*s testimony in glad Englith wonk,* 
And thus imperiflbaUe wealth to £x 
In our heaven cherished isfe* Supcemeof tomes I 
Tis marvell*d wonder that these burning :tniths 
Composed within thy lettered form, and iet» 
Sally not forth in flame ; as did the Are 
In Paran's thicket^f pregnant of the heavens 
Kindling, yet wasting not. Delightsome themes 
Motto'd and wrought those wond'rous leaves within» 
With which ooo^Mtr'd, all else is mean and vile. 
And heathen gods and heroes, and their feats 
And guilty courses, sink below the gra;ve, 
To during pain consigned, and nether scorn. 

Mrs. Clatpolb. 

Now artless nature gladdens at the source 

Of diat auspiciomi and fecund reformj 

That cheered tiie western nations. 'Tis a sweet 

Historic portion, wh^re the sean^ing^ye 

The dark hails, edg'd with bright : sees tortuous rules 

And wrongouB legislation fall aside. 



* By Tnmshitiini of the Sertptures. 

t Exodus iii. 2. 
\ Lather's time, 151:$ and previoos* 
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Disabled and. disiisVi ; Hio* proptanMua r .^m' <:-ii; 

By priest dominion, and the hand of kings. 

Howbeit, belike, the matchless recompenee 

Of sacred freedom, or in church or state, 

Was never carried by the total sUmn . ■ .i c ■■ 

And co-advancement of a nation*s breast 

Up to the towers of wrong : till that some .minds, 

(Fine-sens'd a sober liberty to prize. 

Obdurate to withstand the brunt of power,) 

The bare space jeoparded ,^ 'mid hisang shot, . 

A forlorn hope ; that held .them in staid, peace^ - 

And stem and single handed, fell devout,^ . ; ' < 

The mass full fond, but sordidly secure. . r^ 

So die these noble but unsuccour'd ones,^ . . 

A sacrifice to bless the worthless age : 

Wherewith the crowd enriched, aiwjl ^onArisa'd, . : . 

Flushed with the lofty pattern, using strength, . 

Nor stinting to infringe e'en righteous sway» i.v'^r. mi'i' 

Exorbitant, possess themselves pf right.. . c\- ^'t:^ 

Yet sinks my courage, when thou dpsli pr^>ai^t i / i>i-)A 

Y uns£reen the cruel mystery of blood. 

And tried calamity of mind dissect 

Of those sureties benign, that brought us peace. 

And access to the heavens: but proceed, 



* Martyob 
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Their horrors snage not, tbo' my heatt ihovid bvMik» 

Regard this portrutnre.* 

Mrs. Clatpolb. (Looking at a Painting.) 

I do behold 
In imagery dark, the glowing tint 
Of rich and gloomy brows, JUre forest shade 
Thro' twilight, by the fsarfiil-eye scarce seen ; 
And beauteous light thrown from, the mallow sky ^ 
Athwart the fine obscure : where draught with life 
Two forms jut from the canvass, aud eome out 
In mirror like relief i one of ripe years. 
And I would judge the other for ^a king. 
The circlet notmg' en his beamy frent, 
Save that a boon he bc^ : aad nrest endure 
Refusal fixt and high. 

. Unbending strength — 

• Sir John Oldcaitle Lwd Cobham. Ob. 1417. 
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Dwells in the senior's aspect ; having sense 
Of peril, yet deliberate to dare : 
Inly sustained, and eyeing what's remote, 
To wanton somewhat with his fate he seems ; 
And clos'd by honour, with reluctance stems 
The quest of one as gracious as Uie spring. 

Mrs. €laypol£. 

Are they for gods ; wherewith the limner vies 

His very soul to ouch within his art, 

And plot the human, blent in the divine. 

Yet breathes the royal youth somevrh&t 9inaze> - 

And baulk'd solicitude ; a ha^ty lip ^ 

Upon the curl, unformed to sue in. vain. 

* 

But lo ! in yonder region I detect 

What did not first appear, whose baleful eyes 

Glare like a lion's thro' the murky shade ; 

The pallid scowl of predetermin'd hate. 

Into white-cheek'd revenge, settled and wrought. 

What thing is this ; so steadfast in his ire ? 

Ah me ! an inmate of the place of woe, 

Ne er was wound up to such perpetual wrath. 
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Caomwell. 

Now will I teach this hist'ry : mark me 'well. 
The youth is Henry, of that name the fifth, 
Who brake in twain the brazen fixates of France. 
With Cobham, his approved friend, he pleads. 
Who, like Comelius, serv'd the King of kings. 
And found his service gain. Howbeit this mars 
The hierarchy's pride,* His liege alarm'd. 
Deals with him close, his faith to abnegate, 
And, retrogade within the courts of Rome, 
Re-kiss the idol shrine. But the odious pnest,t 
Taught of the strength of conscience, that 'tis vain 
To wrest his spirit who is nerv'd of heaven. 
Already whispers vengeful fire to rid 
The heretic. I pray thee mark this scene ; 
T avert whose semUance in this goodly realm. 
And such true tale as thou anon shalt hear, 
My hands I glov'd in steel ; and clutched up 
The reins of England, and am hedg'd outright 
O'er-head to king it, lest worse ill befall. 



* The Papal Priesthood. 
t Archbishop Aronclel* 
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MR&« CUIYPOLE. 

God save the soldier fioiu the hideous monk, 
vMethinks he's>nolin |iesil from the king. 

I pray thee list; EarlCobham was. the phias. 
Of English tlumea^ whose blazing. ehivaJcy 
Flar'd in the eye9 of £uicopean peenst*"^ 
Broad regions £or their, vidid Lord hiitt.owa'd. 
Wide seigniory of mountain and of flood, 
Where hia tall |brtc«fi9 roae 'mid wenned oaka. 
Engirding all. that blesses homebred scenes,: 
Of festal hospitality, warm slbore. 
And bosom finendshipSi and exubVant alm& 
Th' enti«at^ of the. wiahluL p^or^ that oh^isu . 
The towering.graoe ap4iftajieMy of life, 
. Which most paart vkiw at distaoce^ and n^vere-: 
And eyding him not grudgingly, well ploa&'d 
That all the pcuraage ^l^idd' bis worth partake 
By river andliy leafy forest side, 
C o ntent e d, Withe, his vassals dwefrannnid': 

* Iir Henry V. —French wars. 
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Whose free and plentiful' felicity 
Adom'd his potent earldom^ not reproached. 
So did his puissance them fence from wrong, 
As Lebanon embosoms from the storm 
Sweet-wooded cedars that bedeck his sride. 
Happily flitted past the months of youth, 
Tin manhood came, with brow bemesh^d in cares. 
And notions new of choice : stung wherewithal. 
He starts to call of honour and the king. 
And makes for France, those dubious fields to try. 
That held the balanced nations in suspense. 
And hazard aH upon the quivering stakes 
Of peril and renown. Forthwith his dan. 
Ashamed of loitering by recumbent lierds. 
Mid sluggish verdure of the drowsy meads « 

'And sultry idleness thro' tedded flowers, 
While their bold diief, in steely armour cas'd, 
Woo'd danger's awful smile ; follow, intent 
To blend their life-blood iii his noble cause. 
And when high-mettled and unsparing war 
Surceased, and peace tier luscious notes liad pip'd, 
The lofty Barcm and his carles return. 
Trooping, their gladsome mouths with laughter fiU'd, 
like sire and sons ; warpt in such friendly knot. 
As partnered peril wove on bloody plains. ^ 

M 
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Thus when wild wars were laid, he covert dwelt 

Fast by the precincts of his forest lawns. 

Near simple hamlets, and gfeen rural farms. 

Or lodging thro* hb spacious manors free ; 

Zealous, 'mid rustic benisons to fix 

The general weal, and nourish fertile peace* 

Nor barely a basebom and earthly quiet. 

But chief that during rest, whereof lie caught 

Th' etherial quality from. Wickliffe*s lips,* 

Taught choicely by that counsellor r^ver*d. 

The sordid limits of the age beyond. 

Nor with heaven's tidings nauseate and palFd, 

As wont with princes of vain glorious earth. 

But whetted, his desires o'er-ran th^ bound 

Of scanty measured ^eal ; and mu^h he searchM 

And scrutinied the frame of written truth ; 

(Eyed of the priesthood thence for bitter doom,) 

But prov'd the paradise .where safety dwells 

To be adverse and hostile to the vain 

And false elysium of the empty world« 

Holding the jeweird import of the word. 

He long*d his swains should treasure up the bliss. 

And while the lordly strefigths around were cloy'd 

* He WM a follower of bis doctrine. 
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With prolix and protract satiety 

Of heartless riot, and of dead debauch ; 

His palace henceforth wrapt in joyfiil fear, 

With reiEerent thoeght of Qod replenished, 

And good will towards man, his prayers and alms 

Ascend,* bedrench'd with ineense to the throne. 

Sage couriers he depute ii'oni hut to hut,t 

To show his bold retainers that heaven^s King, 

His radiance withdrawn, jottmey*d this earth. 

Through Galilee despised : bafan^d all disease, 

And heard the sin^sick soul. Dissolved the chains 

Of nether gloom, wherewith the strengths of hell 

Grappled, and oyercop'd the quailed soul.t 

And shed such store, from his celestial lips 

With grace.replete, (4 sweet and IragraMi truth, . 

And heayen-fetch*d rules >of life, as earth ne'er' wist. 

And might have blossoia'd, e'en to list, with joy. 

And whom, by treachery tli'en, the ^ntic Jew» 

Bled to the death, hung ghastly on a tree. 

Thence deeply watch'd by nationft,^ m the help 

And cure of mortal and exitial stn. 

Forsook of swooning friends, but whom the King 

Of spheres and angel choirs, his ceaseless Sire, 



* Acts X. iv, i His Christian Missions* 

t The DesMnine. I IssUb xlr. mit 
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Lift on the tertian from his earthly grave, 
("For ever thenceforth od*rous to his saints.) 
And being shown to chosen^ ones, whom once ' 
He lov'dy and lov'd unchang*d, be pass'd away 
In burning glory through eternal heights • 
To highest heavens : thence to come in clouds,* 
Hail*d of each streaming eye beneath the sun,. 
And doom all sublunary kingdoms, when 
Earthls years shall be wound up, for utmost act 
Upon the stage of time ;; terrestrial things* 
In solemn movement pass away, and be 
Unseen for ever ; and a mournful cloud 
Forget creation from man V aching sight. 

Thus flow'd the days in innocence, the eves 
Tuneful with bursting praises :t lurid hate 
Fled the propitious region, clamour fierce. 
Deep-smiling treachery that lurks for blood. — 
Succeeds the thriven nurture of the mind^ 
Expansion comes, and brothei^ood of heart. 
Contrivance of benevolence benign. 
And stej^ing stones^ across the brooks, and stiles- 
Trodden of friendshipV foot, for social act 



. • Rev. i. 7. 
t The rMttlts of bis Christian labours. 
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And kindly purpose not^ be r«prei»d. 
And if from time to* time 'mid y^low leaves 
That strew'd the fragrant tvrf, a ruttie grsve 
Was open'd mournfully ; the brethren joy'd 
That their beloved, who had tenanted 
The wasted form there eatth*d and tSimid up; 
Was slept in Jesus; yielding^ crowded proof 
That ransom'd he had dropt ^e garb <tf clay. 
And with one kind expressive soft^rawn sigb 
Had migrated to sweet eternal Test* 



Thus 3mil*d the happy tract; as when the wide 

Outstretched ocean, mirror Imgkt, reflects 

The cloudless axure^ or a snowy mass 

Of peaceful vapour, in the summer heavens. 

That seems to slulnber on bis ample breast 

In white eternal splendour ; while the bulk 

Of broad creation that doth meet the eye 

A tale of calm and sundiine bliss unfolds ; 

By glance of thousand wings, niffled ak^ie. 

And distant shrilly shriek of sea fowl, ehink'd 

Upon the tranced ear. Deep seeae of p#aee. 

Fated nathless to gloomy broil to diaftge. 

And warp from rest to rage, unsafe and dark. 

When winter fell, fleet found'ring, bids menace 

With climbing floods, the wild and drenched heavens. 



. . « 
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And Satan who had restless voam'd the earth. 
With withering wish, and temper bound in »n. 
But in deep schemes and cogitations drown'd. 
Of universal ruin ; with amaze 
Descries the prosperous region, sunn'd and shower'd 
With influence divine. Whereat his thoughts, 
Conflagrant at the sight of mortal good,. 
To fixed fiiry tum'd. And authorized 
In the des^s eterne,.he sti'aight possessed 
Swifter than light the breast of Arundel> 
Foremost of British priesthood ; whose fell grain 
From the wild moment was of good bereft. 
Replenished of hate, and bent to wound 
And make a fearful end of him* in chief. 
Who dar'd the maxims of overhanging Rome ; 
His verdant barony to waste, and raze 
His envious travail, and his toil of love r 

• 

As when the tusky boar at eatly dawn ' 
The night-drops shaking from his shaggy mane. 
Forth issues from his lair, andtluro' deep woods 
Tracks his destructive way, till lighting on 
The Garonne's pleasant banks,, he holds in view. 
With eye licentious and inflam'd, a vine, 



* Viz. L. Cobham. 
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A plant of fame amidst autumnal fruits. 
Rich shooting, twining his exuberant branchy 
With juicy honours bursting, and the flood 
That cheers the life-lorn heart ; he full of scorn 
Of the fair toil, and sedlous pride of mau. 
With gloomy step breaks through the gossamer 
That fences the sweet stem with drops of dew. 
And with revengeful and lascivious tooth 
The precious tree uproots, destroying down 
Its clustered riches to th' empurpled ground. 

Thus was the innocent and heavenly church 
Of Cobham*s haj^y vale, wasted and torn 
By priesthood fiercer than the mountain boar; 
To ravening strength, the prudent skill that linked 
Of the insidious adder,, and the guile. 
And first their enginery they plant, to draw 
The sword of state on their sinister side. 
Task unlaborious to these subtle tongues 
Who stood the guardsmen of the royal ear i"^ 
Which they more straight invest, hastening to shut 
And siege it up firom ancient friendship's call : 
And fiU'd the zeal of Henry to the lip. 
Brimming of jealous doubt and ominous signs, 

• Henry V. 
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Portending sudden changes, and thj^ stay* 
Of Empire shook. Then wept they over types 
Of lost authority, coinmixturellife ' 
Of liegemen and their lords, and rum fUfUige 
That hung terrific in the treasonous soh^neB* 
Of traitor Wickliife hatched, and enteftaia'd 
And perilously fulfilled of Cobham's lordi* 
And Satan by a special stroke of art 

* 

The monarch touches with a mystic di«ad,' 
In case the holy church should detriment 
Take in his hands ; and having power to tempt, 
Sheds in his minid sharp taiste of future woe; 
In breasts of heroes rarely reck*d or fear^d« 

Henry, to whose high nurture fear ^as new ; 
Whom present soaring passion ma8ter<-mov'd# 
Sprang out in headlong and tnhridkd yoiith 
Down pleasure's luring chase ) deitglitaixne onoe^ 
Abandoned soon as vain, far d^ieper jby 



* Milner, in treaUof of Lord CoVhAfn'o llf<B^ satisfactorily excul- 
pates him from the charge of high treason attempted to be fasten- 
ed upon him by Roman Catholic historians ; and wantonly and 
carelessly adopted by Hume, wMh 1il» ebavaeisrlitia prapaodlQr to 
listen to, and in the course of his narrative, exaggerate, every ca- 
lumny which malevolence rumoured against genuine Christians.-^ 
See Church History, 
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Of costly wai% and charm of drawing dowH 

Th' unneighbouiiy and skyish pride of France. 

But now the potent monarch frets at home 

A grief^ his thought that plucks from fcNreign realms. 

Ferment and feuttasy of young reform. 

Daybreak of moral change : whereby his wits 

Sway'd adverse ways in fitful tremours, erst 

To doubt and hesitancy unenur*d. 

Therefore was Cobham summon'd up in haste 

From forth his seraph-like tranquillity. 

Absorbed in schemes intense of moral gain. 

Of that celestial fruitful labour seized 

That angels choose, the vain world thrown away. 

Meets he his royal comrade, not as once 

Playsome like sunamer breeze ; or strung at most 

With some new project as with a first love. 

But flush'd in visage, where morose alarm 

Had ta'en the place of welcome ; soon he pi'ov'd 

The bitterness of him who seeking love 

Within its wonted rest, finds hate instead. 

'< My liege rever'd, whence is this sudden check 

'< Of cbangling passions strain, and words that, seem 

'' To haste and might precipitous to lean, 

'' Where once endearment forg*d sweet magic links 

** To bind our fortunes to thy princely will. 

** Visit my bosom : why those carking doubts ? 
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" Lo ! I am lie that threw my |Mth into 

*< Thy feudal hand, my knighthood unrepvoacik'd 

*' To stay thy standards. My tme yecMneii fltUK 

*' Thine now as ever, strainii^ to deal forth 

*' Right-handed vengeance on thy haughty foes. 

** O let not priestly mischief ever win 

*' Thy noble mind halanc*d sui^penae to hswik 

** Upon my credit,, or thy lordly trust I" 

To whom ttie King : *' Retributive 

And potent skies, judge and defend the right ! 

Baron of Cobham, ponder well thy charge 
" Of no light import. HeaVens I da*st thou debate 
** The tutelage of our most holy chmrch, 
** And with an atheist heart her might veject ' 
<* A»d virtue o'er the meek and pastured flock; 
*' Whereby is jeoparded this swarmy realm 
* ' Of all salvation : and right soon the signs 
" Of worship* shall their ritual «pace forsake, 
** High undefird religion flee the land ; 
'* And sacred implements and vases pure 
'* Far from the weeping eye of man be skreen*d : 
" The dead shall lie unburied, nuptifil vows 
*' Be whisper'd in the church-yards over graves, 
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Papal Interdict, dreaded by the King. 
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'' Gladness sfadl be displac'd, and moimting foul 
" Affect aM things ; and the distracted state 
'' With piteous outcry to relentless heaven, 
" Shall sit down in the dust in clenched despair, 
*< Wasted .^ready by eterncd wralh. 
" I charge on thy fealty, flee tius course,^ 
*' Thb untried steep and precipice of fear. 
*' Return to ancient service, track bek>v*d, 
'* Safe and endear'd, trod of our sainted sires, 
** And the trace proved of honour and of peace. 

To whom the stately Baron calm replied. 

'' I know not whence this oounter&tt conmk 

'* The Court of Rome, transcendent power >^iat boasts, 

" Wielded alone by peerless. King of Iieavwi» 

** And with, vain ^mbal*8 noise, and damorgm wrath 

'* ^Hknics his thunder. In th' authetttic speeek 

'' And record of the Lord, I .flad her such, 

'' The shansdeMi one that on k^ ^even hiflsf 

'' Glorieth enthroii'd : O mv mostreFerend htfft, 

'' See, watch, and know.; fer booA» jedggroaig Christ 

" God over all, and bUss'^ ^ evemiore> 

*' Hal^ gei^y United that whese iiFo or tkreej 

*' Poor artless oBte on his empnie shall "meet. 



■ n^TTii 



* Wickliffiim. t R«v. trvli. 9: t Mat. xvUi. 20. 
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'' With hearts sincere, dilated to receive 

** The oil of gladness from the skies, he fills 

*' These with his showers of bliss, e*en while th^ sing 

*' Alone, unvalued in this wilderness. 

*' But with offence, from his immaculate seat 

*' Sees amnesty and offering* other far- 

** Priz'd than his sov*ran blood : wherefore in grief 

'' And wrath he eyes the whirling rites of Rome, 

'< The gowned priests of Baal, the tinkling bell 

** And changeful ceremcmies curtained dread, 

'' The juggles that for signs and types do stand, 

** The conjuring influence and cozening cloke 

'' Of stretched falsehood that involves the whole* 

** I meditate and scan, and ponder deep 

'* The volume, whereof every line and jot 

" Eternal, shall outlive the reeling heavens, 

** Whence, given to guard the ha^d and heart of man, 

** Fm fixt and articled in this behalf 

*' Unto the Eang of kings ; while freeest willed 

" For thee, my rightful monarch, still I heap 

** The conscious meed of fealty and love. 

** In which, O king of England, have I fail'd 

'' Or viewless hair swerved from the captious line 

** Of duty ; yea, I have the mark outstept 



-. ^ffi 



* PoDftnoe, &c 
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'' Of niggard service, as full oft thy laud 

** Of recompense did magnify and own. 

'' Yet is my inward deathless soul that King*s 

** Who form'd me, and -me purchased firom woe : 

** Therefore my ransom'd heart I not retract, 

'' But yield to his prerogative supreme, 

'' The claimed charm of wedded life, caress 

** Of clasfung sons,* and wide possessions all, 

*' And dear-felt liberty, or precious life. 

*' In modest constancy, I hold the head 

'' Scathed of thorns, the ruby sacrifice 

'' Accomplished of that Grod, and bleeding priest, 

" To heaven's revenge self-offer'd for my sake. 

** All other trust and hope I hence abjure, 

^' Saint, penance, images and glittering load 

'' Of Roman spoliage, all I hate and spurn 

*' That would the.grace of pitying Christ detract, 

'* Abridge his perfect glory, or would pluck 

'' A do^ or feather from his healing wing.f 

'' May he that did redeem me trench his curse 

*^ Upon all such as wanton and blaspheme ; 

" And of Sabaoth's God the honoui*s wrench, 

" Within the gripe of dead, worm-feasted man- 

'* My soul, my inmost self, it is my own, 



• Mathew z. 37. t Mai. iv. 2. 
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'' And I am glcuious Christ's, and Christ is. God's. 

** Whence are those hopes, thou dost intUTO^te, 

'' The record and the promises I tmst ; 

" It is the curse of <^uel heathenish Rome 

'* That thy fair noble mind is darkling thrali'd 

" From this, of bosom truth, most royal hoard. 

'' And I the more alertly wait thy beck, 

" Lest of thy clemency thou deign fegaid 

*' To what was ne'er peitition'd thae, mot pled 

" Into thine ear in palace or in field ; 

'' That thou me Vouchsafe to allure thy soul 

" Unto the living currents of that book«" 

Whereat the Monarch, glaring with amace. 

Unto his stead&st servant tlius cries out, 

" Doth madness heap thy senses 2 wouUs't thou risk 

'' To pry those awful mysteries, <die8ted draad 

*' From laic worthlessness,^ and the abuse 

'' Of the unlearned throng: Nay, but i bleed 

** That such a mind should thus be overwreach^d, 

*' Push'd from its rational seat^ yet doth my sout, 

'* Oldcastle f cleave to thee : and mem'ry still 

" Piles on ne all the long past joys that once 



* Adverting to the pretence of the priesthood to be sole inter- 
preters of S^plMireb 
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'< Held us enlink'd : 0» can I e'er forget 

'* The trump of morning, and the stir of noon, 

'* The broil of crowding hosts, the precious end 

" Of life's sweet day that seemed aneai*, and still 

'* Soft victory's even song ; whereof the tones 

" Most joyous to my ear, thy counsels true, 

'* That ever did my headlong wish redress. 

" Wide is my power, but mark me, I beseech 

** That from the insatiate strength of vengeful Rome 

** Fence thee I cannot, yea altho* my heart 

** Were shap'd.and forg'd into the shield of fate. 

** How can I lose thee then, and wail thy fall ? 

*' Return, return, gainsay thy words, and bring 

** Thy own salvation with thee, and my peace." 

Soft fell his accents on the soldier's ear : 

Deep tracing which, blithely the watchful fiend* 

The form of guardian angel bland assumes. 

With glos'd pretence, to lure to pitfalls deep. 

But heaven did interpose, and shed a beam, 

Unhatch'd the snare, altho* with roses veil'd. 

As when a courier of Cathay, depute 

To Tartar villages on verge remote. 

Thro' wintry gloom, winds his confiding way, 



* Satan. 
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Pursuing vapour that doth faithless shine 
Like light of courteous station in the wild ; « 
Some friendly star in mercy doth unfold 
The gap of bared rock, and fearful wall 
Of precipices huge, upon the brink 
Of which he lingered : thence in dread recoil 
Set backy he giddy strikes the rightful path. 

. , , -.. . . 

The Baron, taught of heaven, sage rejoins^ 
'< When the frail earthly tent that now doth lodge 
'< My prison'd spirit shall at length be struck, 
** And lowered within its long and last resort ; 
'< A temple waits liie amid hymning choirs 
** With peace and mirth >exhilirate eterne."* 

O wherefore should I pause upon the tale 

Of doltish glory, and of broken love ? . 

At the said words, the carnal Prince, tho' pois*d 

And pinnacled at top of En^aud's wish. 

Himself a willing slave rendered to him . 

The powerf of darksome vigilance and wrath'. 

Fiercely suffused around ; who, thereupon. 

Friendship and mercy did eradicate 

From out his grain ; therefore to winds and storm 

• 2d Cor. T. I. t Satan. 
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Of outer life, he heartless did debar. 

The once befondled inmate of his breast, 

Forsook most ruthlessly ; and thence consign*d 

To pit of dungeon dark, and thick'ning thought > .i' 

Of drear despair : till like a pinioned thief. 

Summoned before the Sanhedrim accurs'd 

Of monks he stood, their venom to endure. 

Who on him raird, and whet their foamy teeth. 

" Ye priests," he cried, *^ my life was innocent 

" Toward yon, and safe ye dwelt my hand within ; 

" But before God not guiltless, oft my soul 

** Strake in rebellion at the gates of bliss, 

*' For clemency and love, as oit reprieved. 

*' For wild and graceless years his mercy flood 

*' Of more than mother*s pity did I stem, 

" And pierced him who had pour*d his soul for me. 

Thus swerved into the dove, the eagle feU, 

And at rem!embranoe of his mortal sin. 

Lord Cobham shraak, aad fervently commov'd, - 

Kneeing the pave, its stones with tears badew'd : . 

Remorsefiil drops wringiag for strick^ Christ ; 

And wailing him as for a dead first born ;* 

Who for his sake outwhelmed with amaze. 

In woful horror seized, looked over all 



* Zech. xii. 10. 
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For comfoi*ter in vain ; and pensively 
Own'd the desertion of his Father Ged.* 

At which they rapt with ire, '' Disgorge thy books, 

'< Thy sorcerous tomes, arch-heretic ! .that lord 

" And cursedly the holy church defy : . 

*^ Renounce thy villainous and Turkish creed, 

<< Or with most known, and heinous breadth of scorn, 

'' As with the death of dogs, thou falFst self-slain.*^ 

His tenantry with wounded hearts, and friends,. 

Spectators of the sad dejecting scene. 

For spite to see their liege lord in the gripe 

Of the inexorable, priesthood ; fray'd . 

At cloud of coming sorrows, wept outright. 

And wept and wish'd in vain. ^ For lethal doom 

Committed to the tower, in iron close, 

Despoird he lay, <^ God and man bereft ; 

Till in a stormy torrent, and at dead 

Of favouring midnight, he his bounds o'erperch'd. 

And fleeing like the deer, bankrupt of life, 

'Scapes to the rocks, and fastnesses of Wales. 



* Mat. xzYii. 46. 
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Mrs. ChAyvoLE. 



'Tis thus the artless gorcock,* springing, knows 
The leaden rain to whistle past his ear. 
While he unhurt plies his retreating vans, 
Hides in apparent surety his black wing 
In covert of the sear and tangled brake : 
Thinking at eve his pullets* cry to hear 
Upon the stilly sward ; unconscious all 
That a train'd scented scout, sagacious, tells 
The tainted atmosphere that wraps his head. 
Thus mercy for a moment beams upon 
Lord Cobham's dismal day, and flits for ever. ^ 
Therefore my new-awaked hope I slay. 
And guard my heart, adjusted for the worst. 

Cromwell. 

Four frozen winters found him with the fox, 
Hyemal caves within, mouth'd up with snow. 
Or when the south wind and exalting sun 
Mellow'd the airs, and sprang the verdant shoots. 
He wandered Snowdon's peaks, far from the range 
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Of social mankind^ scarce disturbing ought — 

His fearless neighbour, king of birds, whose bed 

Bent o*er the farthest cliff* In frame uncouth 

He pondered much his life a pilgiiini^e. 

And all things null and void beneath the sun. 

Or if impatient of grim solitude. 

And th' irrepressible and tameless thirst 

For human tones^ behoved him to stoop 

And wade with watchful fear, the pathless brooks. 

Lest seize upon his track, ruthless bloodhound, 

Servant of foes* more ruthless, and more staunch. 

In vain his yellow fields exultant wave 

Large harvest, and with weight his branches break. 

Friendless, forsook, tho' pri^'d of many friends. 

Emaciate, sorrowful to death, and like 

That form which is imagined in the grave ; 

His time and hour determined being come, > 

Again environed of resistless power. 

He walks a rendered prisoner to fate. 

And now gross papal thraldom had not slugged 
The stagnant wits, but that men moum^df to see 
A princely noble, 8p<Hl*d of fair estate. 



* The Priesthood, 
f Disapprobation gf the nation. 
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And trammelled in such sort as leads to death : 

Charged with perusal of a guileless page,* 

That if free truth were prized, was common good. 

He, that so well his native earth had lov'd. 

And har*d his bosom in her dear defence ; 

And whose decorous hand, her head had wreathed, 

With filial honours, and a band of fame. 

To be rever*d to England's latest age ; 

Within whose modest and pacific bowers 

Dwelt sage sobriety, and social truth. 

Fear of high heaven, and liberal neighbour-love. 

His ancient mates in arms started to hear ; 

And potent senators, the realm who lov*d 

In private, whispered deep mental reserves. 

Upon such fatuous process of the state. 

But now the wheels of time the mark attained. 
When that a whirlwind of pain and grief. 
Must catch this saint to glory. Long at morn 
With patient heaven for defence he dealt, 
And soundness to endure : but over all, 
For pity to forgivef his frantic foes : 
Hard human task, yet not forth of his grasp, 
Who by strong faith reaches unto the skies : 



* The ScriptuTM. f Mat. v. 14-. 
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And to assuage his woe, thick angel-itight. 
With seals from Paradise, hover*d around. 
Howbeit hung back the sharpest scene, for which 
Oft roam'd his eye to bars of his sad cell ; 
Which at a set time, on a sadden drawn. 
Swiftly descended to his waste embrace, 
A female form, with raven tresses loose. 
His wedded spouse, who him with frenzied strength 
Grasp'd, and with giddy rapture on him glar'd. 
A trance of joy h^r beauteous brow across. 
To staid disconsolation sternly changed. 
As with a sifting look of love and woe. 
She pried into her widowy realm of grief : 
And in the tight-drawn moment, refit amain, 
Tb' accumulate horror of the awful hour 
Upon her fell : encountered, not sustained. 
«Kind nature sank ; and she from swoon to swoon 
Soon plung*d, in utter impoteucy lost. 
The quick sensation of her matchless wrongs. 
Not so his little boys : who, piercing cries 
From lips convulsed with affright, shot forth ; 
And springing to his breast, girded him round. 
With grief distraught, no prudent bounds that knew. 
Nor frozen guard of riper years : the si^t 
So mournful, the stem priesthood saw uncar*d ; 
The fingers wrenching of the wilder*d babes, 



119 



Their piteous grasp uncUsp'd, and cast them forth. 

O who shall tend their rank, and untried vouth ! 

But this the ruthless wasters reck not, inrhik 

They, in the sight of myriads, guarded out 

Unto the rested stake, th' angelic sire : 

To which, shirted in lawn, him fast they wedge 

In cruel fire-proof chains : where in a brief 

And fearful interval, a furnace rag'd 

Of tenfold^ strength. Not such a welcome glow 

As matron raises, winter's snow amid. 

Her spouse's hand to fill : or harmless Maze 

Of orchard prunings, fir'd of boys at play : — 

But that whose hideous crashing thirsts for blood, 

Unslack 'd ; and whose exasperate ardour crackM 

Fibre and calcin'd j<»nt, with hellish noise ; 

And thronging onward, hugg'd its martyr close, 

Altering his visage into such dread fomi 

As shock'd the gazer : and he straight the liame 

Felt reach into his soul« Lading of pain. 

And torment unendurable. And as 

The counter-pang extreme of cold or heat, 

Smacks the same direful relish to the sense ; 

And in sensation's vohime multiform, - 

The overwhelming mixture of excruciate tests. 

To one grief mounts* Therefore he shrank, as if 

The globe and stars pressed down upon his^soul, 
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Coffining his bi'eath, crushing the marrow juice 
From out his sockets. The consummate height 
Of torture : wherewith he inly admired 
How prolix life held her tenacious gripe. 
And 'mid those endless hours of perfect pain, 
Yeam*d for intense that sweetest sleep of death, 
The gloomy power direst to man, but who 
A seraph in that earthly hell might seem. 
Thus far*d Lord Cobham, while his vip'rous foes 
Strove to enlarge his woe : and not content 
With present sorrow,, strain'd t' accumulate high 
Futurity upon his sainted head. 
And thus the brood of Tophet, ripe in lust. 
Would drain the bitterness of heaven down 
Upon that sadden'd heart : while thus they rage. 
*^ Let every nerve more' quick with life become, 
*' And taste of anguish most exalted pang ! 
'* Let it drink up thy spirit ; let the hate 
** Of holiest church lie heavy at thy soul. 
'* May lofty vapours, and effulgent stars 

** Curse thee ; 
<* May sainted virgins, mystic brethren, 

** Curse thee ; 
'* May the evangelists of potent Christ 

** Curse" thee ; 
<' May thy children frown on thee in hell, and 
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** Curse thee ; 
'' May th* etenrad heavens and aU their strength 

"Cane thee; 
" May thy soul, reft of Christ, by fiends be dragged 
** To chaos, and perdition, oeaselessiy. — *^ 
And more : bnt 'midst these execratkmB wild. 
And while th' insatiale &rnaoe bellowing blar*d, 
Th' intrepid spirit fied ; scaping well pleas'd 
To the eternal Sabbath* of the blest. 
Meanwhile the sire of darkness, f cowering grim. 
The hellish spot of heat and blood o'erwing'd, 
Skreening the cruel trace, and hushing up 
The memory of the deed : which but suspect 
In later times, the mettle of each hind 
And ragged thrall in England, had arose 
In wrath imperious ; and indignant pluck'd. 
At its own hand, a sweet and brief revenge. 
But thus the general nerve of searching thought 
Enfixt, and sweetly tun'd of young reform. 
Severed in twain ; sensation paus'd and stopt. 
And Cobham's name effaced, the mystic beast 
Of Rome, in horrid triumph snuffs the air. 
Stretching his hideous and insatiate throat : 



• i. e. Rest Anno. 1417. 
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And walks the length and broadness of the land. 
More than a king ; and spreads his stature huge 
In the flar'd eye of the abused state. 

While the o'er-reaching angel, prince of the air. 
Using his hour, and blindness strewing round, 
With sable banners, hides the collied sun. 
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Mrs. Clay pole. (Lifting her head from the table.) 

lu cloudy lisdessness, I did not drowse 
Thy frightful tale ; yea, am I sick at heart : 
But now erect, and fortify my soul, 
And cease to play the woman, and evince 
To thy goodwill a sprightly gratitude : 
And clothing me in sapience meditate 
The shadowy void of sublunary praise. 



If fame was sequence of the search severe 
Of wisdom, her arbitrement were safe, 
And man in her awards might take delight 
In unrepented confidence secure. 
She is the badge of human favour, but 
Worthless, if her false empire she derive 
From element intrinsically vile. 
And grow out of the breath of witless lips. 

• O 
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One idler 'stablishes his vain esteem 

Upon the flight of horses, and him* rates 

Most worshipful who plots the fleetest breed. 

Who lustiest rides the ring, and flings his all. 

With reckless intrepidity, to iisk. 

Bets on with dauntless brow, and sweeps the stakes. 

Such is the champion of some faulty brains 

In town and hamlet, country-side and halh 

Some other fools, less stout, their laud lay up 

For him,t large mental skill who misemploys 

In the deep match ; who laTishes oo. ^kk 

Shrewd faculty, and memory ridi stoce. 

Who stratagem with strength wisely jiBpmUoes . 

In mystery of cards ; set to delude 

The crafty adversary, to cloak up 

His proper flimsiness, t' ensnai'e and lead 

To ambuscade and trap, and in a mesh 

Of artifice, the prosp*rous hoard to palm. 

A third all other e^^celtence contemns 

For fight of the spurred fowU ftnd fQadte^.museb . 

Some gloomy spendthrift^ yist mox!^ .Iru<$iiteiit 

Than Turk or Tartar, inexpert pf g^. 

In mischief sole, and vjcious. traffic ^kilFd ; 

And sage, the added steel to polish keien 

* The horse racer. t Card player* 
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That drill*d the gallaDt Gombatant to death. 
And last, nor least abundant, is he deem*d 
Glorious, who, murdering temperance, oan stem 
Cool and unruffled, the mad, giddy floods 
While others droop in billows of excess : 
Whose jest otttflf>ftrkles e*en his brimming ci^p. 
And gay retort a mirthful strength expands 
More pungent than his wine. These famous ones 
With perverse manUftd win appr^vfd wide. 
And occupy the po|mlace'9 hearty 
Filling of vacant tnoeast the Kiiiinky void. 
And they, across the brooks, are celebrate. 
In pathways, and at gate 9taid on i|l;s hinge. 
And with the sum of such debased i^epown 
Computed daily, and record^ sur$. 
The warrior's solitary .honour sh^wsi, 
His rare fought battle, i^d hard Q^n'd efit^ni. 
In arithmetic r^oii*d scajrce ^ grain, 
Henry Plantagenet,* a gratefiU m^one 
To which ibfi Ep^ish eax bears r^icord high. 
Is clamoured from the rii^ of .«Qmm<miUfe 
By rivalry diffuse. Yet still remain 
To equity adyerse |^ muoh oppos'd. 
Conquering kings, »9qckfigbli«i3i> th^ that clinch 
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The stakes, and he \fho greets them o*er his glass, 
To train away the suffrage of the world 
From men of nobler price. Loud is the trump 
Of glorious Fame, and sweet her gentlest notes ; 
And so the sultry breath of favour blown 
Throughout her golden tubes, a storm becomes 
Of witching harmony, that quickly thralls 
And links away all hearts in every land. - 
Yet are Lord Cobham's saintly deeds unprais'd. 
And his a name untended and unknown ; 
Save of some studious heart, his scrowl that finds 
Of martyrdom, hid 'mong historic spoils. 
And silent gazes on the buried theme. 
Struck at the heart with secret joy, he shuts 
The piteous tale, but wears it in his breast. 
Thus some lone hunter, errant thro' the wilds 
Of western tracts forlorn, on a glen lights. 
Beside whose brook stretches a giant oak. 
Whose girth enormous, and majestic form. 
He would rehearse on his return, but deem» 
His clansmen might suspect the doubtful tale. 

In my poor count, the Baron*s fertile worth 
Surmounts the sterile summits of his age ; 
Howbeit the world recks not, Henry still. 
And host of minor heroes, shall enjoy 
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Undue exaltment : yet is ceiMeless Heaven 
The final judge of honoi^r and dispraise ; 
With whcHn ia safe m$ek Cobham's upright name ; 
And who of merits plies another guage^ 
Than yet obtains in the compute of men. 

But cease, my unfttiiiish'd lips, Ip ! gentler age 

Awaits thy narrative : thou skirtest near 

The fruitful era of Reform ; the rich 

And gladsome change, that had its long-lost birth 

While the eighth Henry ruFd. 

Cromwell. 

Those boasted days 
Fell dubious ; adverse light and dark were twined 
In undecided twilight. Who abhorr'd 
To kneel to popish error/ and adore 
The priestly bread, forfeit his stubborn head : 
Such was the maxim of the burly king. 
A domineering priesthood was dislodg'd, 
To leave a tyrant's temper yet more f<p^^ 
Their coffers emptied to rej 
And feed his glutted greet} 



r yet more fipUl^^^^ 
epleoish Juu^^^^^^l^^ 
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Hear with what pride he overshot the right. 

And shredded wantonly their bleeding roots. 

Descei^ding from the mountain wastes,* to vales 

Of ripest fruitage, and arcades of boughs, 

The traveller weary of the prolix heath 

And dreary stretch of gainless wilderness. 

With comfort hail'd the choice and sunny dell. 

By the sagacious chufch select of old, 

And gardened with rich judicious toil 

For her luxurious domicile and seat. 

The latticed windows, and religious towers 

Gleam'd thro' the tree tops, and the wide Abbaye 

In gothic grandeur spread the cloistered court. 

That watch or watch-tower needed none to guard 

From sack or foray, the devout purlieus ; 

Conscience-preserv'd, no sentinel appeared 

Save the tall limes that satiated the eye 

With loftiness and strength. Where learned clerks 

The leisure and voluptuous hours wore out 

With epigram or comic hist'ry, glean*d 

From neighbour cot or castle : or belike, 

In more impending, and close drawn conclave. 

O'er European tidings schemed, and sure 

Advice across the channel last declared. 



* Suppression of Monasteries. 
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But now at length, the brew*d and gathered wrath 
Of the proud king descends. With outcry huge. 
The scattered priesthood rage, and are cast forth 
Hither and thither by the fearful storm,* 
Liks rooks before th' o*ennast'ring hurricane 
M^th clamour and alarum. Wide are wrench'd 
The Monastery gates, the sumptuous rooms 
And equipage ornate, disfigured all. 
Frescoes and beauteous tapestries deflowered. 
The cellars teeming with bright purple juice 
Are crush*d, as shory shell-fish by the tread 
Of fisherman upon the stony beach. 
The leases and the rental rolls usurpt 
By the officials of the ravenous crown. 
And far domain and vassalage transferred. 
Havoc and spoil wide reaching, and the scene 
Of jovial opulency changed to wreck ; 
O'er which, with meagre hand, gaunt poverty 
Spreads his unprosp'rous cloak. 

At dewy eve. 
The wandering mendicant, with hoary head. 
But sinewy limb in sordid vesture skreen'd. 
And base habiliment, his sloth to hide : 



* Decrees of the King. 
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Thinks to present kis tanned and crafty fiuse 

At some (Mltifetti^ttt poetem, and pailakey . . . 

In snug refectory, or festive hall, 

The quip, the mwg ^^ foaming, ale^ the idioe. 

And jolly fellowship of roving pe^s : 

Right helpful guests ; expert to brawl afttroad 

In artless rustic )sar, the priesd/f laud«» 

He, stopping at th' aocustxHii'd footway etUe^ 

For passage Imef to the aims-^vittg towers^ 

Starts, while kis eye the turfy giade aJesf^^ 

No bevy booH' of nurthful moftka deacriea : 

Nay, not the shadow of some Fr^ne abstrant^^ 

In green recess, ill purpose bujaiod jdeep, •. 

Of sweet alluremeat^ aad psefenpewl Vast, i, j ' 

His ear caught rurnoms, aad forebodiogprAtraage it : 

Redouble on ibis heart:; with cauti^iM fot^ -. ^ i ' . ^/ 

like spaniel setting on th« springy gafli^ 

He uears tlie afl^ectifig fiig^t, thait imteiii btiiga 

His soul to melt within, kbm,. wittle be (hm ■ y : ^^ ..lO* 

With wilder'd haste to cottage on the wold, , . ci -^j 

To wail the tale of niki, arid to plot 'j -' 

Rebellion and;feveiige;* and gie^n .wMud vo^-^;* I'n' 

A pittance to assuage his pinching pangs : _, 

> . I III , M , iu ( ti fo iJt i ' 

* The Rebellion of the Mendicants is a prominent event in 
Henry VIIIth*» his^iif* 
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Of wonted laeans aad siicooiir aU bereft. 
And heart tigki-fdmng for treasoB and despair. 

Twas thus the sudden, and exidosive whim 

Of selfish despotbm, overturned 

Rashly the edifice of common life : 

And wrested, with a wild and large o'erthrow. 

The avenues of aid firom swarm of hordes* 

laveterale in sloth ; admitting wide 

Flood of distress upon the land, untrinmi'd 

And unprepar*d fi>r change ; while glad reform 

Bas*d on no sledfiEurt; settlement of rigfat,t 

Stinted, and prospered not* TiU that it pkas*d 

The ever righteous and pitying heaveis^ 

The rudder of the veering state to stay 

M^thin a chemb's hand ;{ whose lips replete 

With human sweetness, gramons prudenoe taught. 

A babe in form ; nathless, a gleam vouchsafd 

From Sun of Righteousness, warming the saund 

Of British power, and paradizing aM 

Its prosperous summits, and fhictif 'rous vales : 

And filling to the ioore, each anxious heart 



* Tboaa attached to, and dependant on the Monasteries, amoant- 
ing to many hundred thoosands. 

f But on the Kbif V» ea]irioa and passioo* 
\ Edward VI. ob. 1553, aged 16. 

P 



Wdi relish sweet, of high tuid ceaaelesa joy. 

That shair eadiire more stedfast than the props 

Of the rock-founded globe. Too soon away 

Heaven snatch'd, from crowding evils yet to oonie. 

But in revenge and ruthless judgment to 

These wantwi kingdoms. O auspicious hoy ! 

Ambrosial floweret ! amaranthine branch. 

Whose faintest monument arrests and cheers 

With fragrance and with strength, sick, pining thought j 

Under whose shade, reform, in sweet consult* 

With clemency and wisdom; sat uascath'd. 

Alas! that we must look' on thy brief hour 

As on a|>leasing iantasy, wbei«joys 

Seeming perpetual, and untried delights. 

Melted like mournful mists, to darksome reigns, 

Leavii^ the realm forlorn ; preparing still 

The lot^s of man for lack'ofeartiily good, 

Despondency, and stud lament of mind, ' 

Defeat 4^ wishes during and prdong'd. 

Ceaseless, and closing wily in the taHub. > 



JdRS. Clavpolk. 
lliere are shades dulnous, omlnoavj 
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Pictur*d the pilgrimage of life throughout ; 

Such as in Alpine gkns the traveler finds, 

Descending from bright summits to the depths 

And venturous bottoms, where the sQlar ray 

Ne*er cheers the. rueful herbs, and doleful streams . , 

The sombre precipices base that creep, \ 

Where mystic sorrow hangs around the spot ; . .^ 

And there is liorror.on the murky brow . . .( 

Of history, at which the mind recedes. . f^ 

I pray thee pass the day* of Mary's wrath. 

That the land did deform, and gave for d^ws . _ . ,, 

And zephyrs bland, tempests and showers of blood* , 

Let it be solitary, let no tongue 

Ask what befell. 

But as the eastern watch. : 
Unlocks tK imprisoned day. fain would I ope. 
In fervent thought, the ban**d and captive doors. 
And lead l;ier forth, her people's wish to cheer, 
England's Elizabeth :t the Empress bold, . . 

Imperial virgin, who despotic stole 
The heart of English knights, but to impart 
A prowess chivalrous, and bright as hers. 



• Anno 1553—1558. 
t Anno 1558. 
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(Smnfiey « ^mifUmff.) 
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(Yet let me wander from this gorgeous ttar. 

That hath her sex outoours'd ; to <Mie nviiose rays • 

lliro' tear-drops spaikled dieir puissance swett. 

'Tis portraiture of her, the dark eyed 4aiiie f- 

Beyond the Tweed that reigned.* O soTratt power -^ 

And mystery of woe, and beauty blettt. 

Now will our ardent youth, for ages yet 

Upon this image doat ; and by the grofto ' . '] 

Of Cam or Isis, wail her hapless Ate, 

And warp their boyish passion into proofs 

To prop her credit. Or where winding CMtf '• 

Sweeps round old Cruickston*s tower, upon the turf ■ 

Pressed by her light foot, in her honey moon/ ' ■ 

Tune sonnets, pitoh'd to pity's s^test chime.'' '' ' > 

Clothe with aVeii her beauty and her &^m(^, ' ' '' « ^ 

And let her pass : — ^Yet all I one other Iook» 

Of the poor thratl ; for she was queen oi hetirtsr.) 



i 
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'Tis pity now, that such a cheapening taint 

As taking off this fair and royal stem. 

In England's crown should dwell inlaid, a stain 

* Mary, Queen oT Scots, f tn Renfrewshire. 
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Odious, to mar and dim its lustre true^ 

Howbeit, have I gain'd from sager* beads 

Than rumour's bards, that tho' palmy applause^ 

And shout of nations waited at the beck. * • 

Of this same lofty reign, allotment scant . (• 

Of joy the downcast commonwealth receive^ ; .• ., / 

And that Eliza's golden age was naught. 

So speak these just and countervs^iling tongues. 

And fetch no trivial dignity of proof 

To mound their sentence. Of true piety. 

By force from freebon^ pulpit wrench'd, they t^ ;. ^ 

Celestial speech waylaid and stifled mute, ",, r 

And conscience rended by the claws of power ; 

A lordly hierarchy rear'd, and rods 

Of crueltyt haft in their dubious hands. 

Hie CommoaSi like a craven row of chain'4 

And bulky culprits, standing far aloof, s , • , , ^ 

Their honour proffer'd^ and their country's we«U, , 

Into the palm of wanton royalty ; 

And whin'd, and knelt, and winc'd thethreate;nedja8|^> 

like kennell'd drudges of a master's sport. 

While wise men deprecate the needless stretch , 

And mad exasperation of the state, 

---— • • Original memoirs and WstoriWK- ^ . ^ 

{^ Court of High Commission erected. 
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And fearful lest tb^ gitding bands of power 
0*erstrain*d should rupture 'mid confusion wild. 
Sage Cecil pleads in vain. With vouching such 
And testimony clear, I do admire 
The root of that acclaim so loud and fierce 
Sung to this woman rule. 

Cromwbll* 

Asinawai^ 
Of wasting malady, if the rackt (nme 
With tedious anguish worn, chance to embitter 
Speedy release of grief; then gladness flows 
Unmeasured,* and the buoyant patient profws 
That sweetest joy in nature, sudden rest 
From pang supreme : but yet a hiddesi hann 
Within the happy seeming ftont may hA, 
Of unaccoibplish'd cure. Thus England snalch'd 

From parted mouth of Babylonish bear,t 
Tro1ic*d like playful lamb, and her lot deem'd 
Upon the rolls of time, brightest and best i 
Altho' the hierarchalt wolves behind 



* Allading to the eballition of approbation of this rei^. 

t In Edward's timfl^ and aiftervrards, In oamiQencemsnt of 
EUsabeth's reign. 

I Bidiops and high aommisdon coitrt. 



Her sullen coast^ infest. The worshipper 

Whose mind in sin is bound, and desolate ;* 

Whose eye with edged ruth^ to that Power looks 

The mercy-typing cherubim between^ 

Knows him a sire, with gifts exuberant fraughtK 

And not his hand alone lifts up to heaven. 

But bleeding heart : and to his farthest wish 

He finds the treasuries of Zion meet 

His measureless abym of need to store ; 

And so of love and want constrained, he kneels 

All powerless to withhold the cry of prayer. 

Yet jealous of the honour of his God, < 

Each wayward fancy, as a foe he counts, 

Would plui^k him fiK>in his scrupled line of praise* 

And, if so captious e'er of roving thought. 

From idolf worship, the associate pitch 

Of sin and fearful folly, he recoils 

As from the gathered snake : how hateful then 

Papistic vitual to his soul, which wrests 

To handiwork the glory of the blest ;t 

That copes the heaven's virtue, and ^confers 

Upon a worm, omnipotence to save. 

Th' Eternal in his rounds of love that meets 



* A tender coDicience forced. 

f Exod. XX. it. 
I By 8upcrCTo g» tfo i i» -%tc. Stc, 



* 

With reaving purpose, and hairbirain'd intent^ 
To shift his honour to proud human brows, 
And seems to say, *' Deliver," io an act 
Of ail beneath the smit and sorrowing sun. 
Most h^nons and accurs'd ; at which the mind. 
Refusing consolation, thinks to see • 
Th' impure and central globe in sunder cleft, 
And all the souls of earth-bom men translate 
To gloomy nothing^, or reprieved att4 bar*d, 
Reveal'd in chaos to perpetual scorn. 

To simple heart thus bred, and newly fledged 
To farthest bourne to fly from papal guilt ; 
What could the sumptuous stateliness retained 
From Romish models by the mitred Lord^ 
Of England's spotted sanctuary prove, - 
But mortal poison to his loathing lips« 
The pompous consecrations,^ and the cross 
Us'd as a heathenish mark, the crook of knee 
Giv'n to dull matter, f as to throne of heaven ; 
Vestments and paintings, and unknown degrees 
Of clerical preferment, t with a host 



* Of Churches and Chapels. &c. &c. 
f At the Altar at Communion, 
t Archbiahopsi Deaosy &c. &c 
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Of scenic ritual, and unscriptural creed/ 

For continuity of carnal rule ; — 

His soul could not away with, but heart-smit. 

He sicken'd at the sigkt. The Lords aathlesg^ 

And this CSoBUBandresat of the fiuf^Ush iates. 

Fraught as with papistry, uiyustly seized. 

And worthiest liegemen.of the state iafiriof *d ; 

Guiltless of ought, hut abjumtion meek. 

Of conscienGe-scruirfed rite : to prisou hal*d 

For such a cause ; and judg'd at bar moiose 

Of some bemodem'd Caii^has ; consigned 

Therefrom to btauded brows, and massy wulcts, 

Or exil*d far beyond inclement sea«« 

Thus was the salt of England's commonwealth 

Bemir'd aad trampled by the foot of pride. 

And he that did not iiolio and prc^ane 

The dayl that Grod doth challenge as his own, 

By mock unsfeemty, and lascivious sport. 

As by their gc^dless law lequir'd and heU* 

Of lynx-ey'd power was marked, and might debate 

Of finding ocmifort beneath other skies. 



* Senrices at Baptism, Burials, Visiting the Sick, &c. &c. 

t Elizabeth. 
^ By Sabbath aporta. 
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Mrs. €LATPt>LE. 

O blinded counsels of a blindfold Queen t . 

Unwise to tiote, that the observant watch,. 

Punctual and tine of that transcendent day» 

Strains as a brimmed barrier, heaven sta/d^ 

The flood of ills against, that would o'ertop 

And drown a christian realm. And that the scant 

And sullen pittance, which man would allot - 

Of occupance, and thought penuriously, 

The slow-paG*d duties of that day unto. 

Cramps in fulfilment its results benign. 

Lukewarmness but th' auspicious pow^ offends. 

Who form'd the Sabbath, and a turbid stream . 

Of thought profane and pious, dubious blent. 

Suits not its holy and sequestered frame. 

For God this day did set,* and twice his hand 

Upon the radiant tablet grav'd its bond ; 

And on the holy Seventh he did rest, - 

Who resteth never 'mid eternal years, 

His giant labour done, while teeming worlds 

Prospered and smiFd around. And man may seal 

The fortunate election, and recall 



* 
i 



* £xod. zzxiy. 4. 
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Its adaptation to his boundless gain. 

Moreover, was this sacred season mov'd 

From last to first of hebdomadal seven, 

A work to memory* more glorious still 

Than boon creation in the eternal mind :-— 

The costly ransom of his chosen heirs. 

For how could this propitious festival. 

His wretched saintsf make glad, while their Lord lay 

A prisoner within the doleful grave. 

And they their universal loss bemoan'd. 

Disastrous absence that had quenched the skies. 

But on the gracious First, he cleft the tomb. 

And lower'd forever all the stays of hell. 

And trampled banners in that dawn of power ; 

Wherefore were 'hallowed its passioned hours. 

And he showers softly in their fragrant round 

His choice endowments on the head that keeps. 

The reverent vigil of that prime of days.t 

Nor yet for man alone its glorious ruth, — 

For from that rest felicitous take root, 

Te the obsequious brute, mercy wide spread. 

That strains his sinews for the help of man ; 



* Redemption. 
f The Apostle* and Disciples. 
I By its benign effects on men and manners, and on the treat- 
ment of the lower animals. 



144 



And bounteous fence £roiii OTertoil aad aCrcsai; 
And good will to the modest raenwl fMier. 
Complaisance from tbat source multi^oteBl, 
Flows betwixt man and »a&^ and digBkj 
Of thought and manner, pleasing and sastain^d, 
'Mid orders, else to gross outrage foorseok. 
And th^ unseemly breach of bashful gu«rd^ 
That keep the grace and courteivy of Kfew 
Hence loyalty and peace ;* the geodSy skew . 
Of nation pausing .' mid a march, of sweets; ' ' 
And overstretohing the delights of senscv 
With fixed gaze» eyeing that future sun. 
That shall o'erheap them. with, amount immensey 
Of changeless bliss anud et^nai noon^ 
When time shall be no 0M>rey and this diia nook 
Yield to the ever-crystal gk)re of heaven* 
Flows hence instruetion free, and knowledge bigh> 
Of one true God^ which i^pea^s eternal Ufe, 
Bnt for this weekly res^, entomb'd and lost. 
And the sin fette];Mt thcaU> who cowered to jud^ 
The Sabbath published as frqu^ Sinai's frpat, 
'Mid lurid ardour, and soul-sickening somndsi ; 



• Rom. xiiik 6, ezplvJBed ta llillofl^ f roae works. 
f iJndW a 9p\tH of bondage to flear. Ronh ritt. 15. 
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Now yearns on Zion^s sunned and healthful bill,'*^ 
(In just similitude and semblance dear,) 
On Sabbath nom, transfigured Christ to hail, 
As promised to poor adoring hearts. 
And even on this dull and sullen earth 
Expects the relish of that nectar'd food ; 
The blood •and bread of life, to drink and eat. 
And join convivial, with the burning dioir. 
And souls of saints made perfect in the heavens. 
O my sad heart ! but they did greatly err. 
This day, a hatch of lewd resort that rurd,t 
And trampled on the rose of Sharon sweet: 
Bear witness, ye that undergo the smart. 
Toil-wasted racers ; and ye men of grief, 

< 

For endless year, chained to a tyrant's will.t 
Add your obtested oath, ye brood of jails. 
With comrades pleading from the gallows drop. 
And wail the dearth of Christian Sabbath sweet. 
Ye septs, immersed in treachery and blood. 
By pagan stream, or gentile plain forlorn : 
That know not Salem's songs, nor Salem's God. 
And do not wittingly outrage the time 



. * It may be jn any act of public, social, or aecret worship^ medi«. 

tatioD, &C.V bat bere taken for public wonfaip at churcb. Mat. 

xviiL 20. 

t By Sunday sportSf t Slavery« 

Q 
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Tendet'd in deepest mercy to your use, 
like other regions^ Christittn but in name. 
Hearken, ye highest heavens, testify 
Against the monstrous injury alld wrong. 

Now may th* Empyrekii, (Siat hath' hof pen me, 
And from adversity my life redeemed. 
Upbraiding, eeaise its nurture,, if I long 
The harm of th<»e meek i^en,* wh^Bll^thifeigned 
Their mind to share the public shew,^ <9an yield, 
And ritual, t in the mode that L refrain.. 
Beware my fancy of sucb niggayd mete, 
Of bland immunity ^to righteous claim. 
Yea could I greet, with ravish'd easrs, the grave 
Melodious' hoarseness- of the orgftn peal. 
Sonorous 'mid the doister'd aiches wide : 
Deep thunder'd tobea tn gloriou'sibttlaivoe swunff. 
With rapt*roas treble»i warMed to the spheres, 
Symphoniouft to the prayer of pious lips. 
So could I leave uncav*d'the mtmptaoiis fane, 
And.fl^e to. sfolitary chamber., t where- . . - 

J iiiirin iiiiirfTiT ni'trrfn m fttfii iHnnrn ni r " ^""^ m "H Tr i-- 

* Candid members of the qhuroh of England. 
f Pnblio liturgy. t CoDTentiole, 
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The south scarce glimmers thro' the latticed paue ; 

The stilly melody of hifait to raise. 

And enterprise the ritual of the mind. 

With that selectest band, whose brother spirits 

Are knit in concord : Fervently intent 

To screw the settling thought to heaven's mark. 

To struggle* with the skies, and push remote 

For bliss, the elements of faith beyond. 

For hidden manna to explore^ dropt down 

For those, with constancy and skill, that seek : 

The candid stonef to win of l^iiiven'^ choice. 

And elevate the high internal reach . 

Past earthly peaks ; to where Eternal, love 

May be perspected as the sum, andiHeep, 

Of all imperishable beauty : where 

Consummate glance of glory may, be cnught 

Extreme, and unexpressed of worlds unknown. 

But such far liberty ^ thi^^ till now. 
Was all un-im^g'd iii ouir 9traUeiiCd isle;t 
And in its kindly stead stem blows ai|4 hlopd, 
Exile and death, to all who dar*d to claim 
Th' indubitable birthright of the free. 



* Exod. zzxiL 24. f R«y. ii. 17. 

t Alla4i|icrt^. th«.pei««QfttiPi-iiArU} of JUng ani Ff«ittmfiii ip 
Charles ltt*s time. 
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And this accursed rigour was promulg'd. 
As a defence of State, a safety chest 
Of gospel heat and light ; lest it explode. 
And satuj^ate with rays the sterile land : 
And acts* of social worship were coop'd up, 
Barreird and triple girded by the laws, 
And stamp'd and customed from the popular use. 
Till at the last arose this rigid kingf 
More wanton than his sires, and indiscreet. 
Who deem'd the precious moment was outrun 
The realm to Frenchify, and to construct 
His nest of power, and hang it out of reach : . 
Decking it with the reft and wrested sprouts 
Of stunted freedom that still grac'd the land* 
Whereat the Commons wild, with rueful looks. 
In left despair of every hope but heaven. 
Took to the hillside and the houseless field s,t 
Dark seasons breasted, and hyemal floods, 
Dueird red-handed. death, and strenuous rear'd 
The blooming stem of freedom in the land ; 
(A tolerance of all religious act). 



* Private meetings prevented, and nothing bat public liturgy al- 
lowed. 

f Charles T. 

^ Adverting to the army being forced to secure tola«tion by 
violent measures. 
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And for that KiDigs «»d Councils*'^ did reAise 
To aid the prosperous seedling; but commov'd 
To strew its wealthy foliage on tibte waste. 
They girt it round with fence .of gleaming spear? 
And valiant rampart of devoted hearts* 
While in.ecdesiastical array, . 
The Monarch lov'd the King-befondling rule . 
Of shepherd of the shepberds^f and hadswom 
To make a fauldiion of the Bishop crook. 
All other oMxies to cut out and erase : 
The haughty Parliament, enamouii'd stiM 
Of storied Council over Coundl,t bound 
Their paction'd souls|| to sweep all else away. 
Both resolute the nipper'd State to fisLngi; 
The effused blood of £ngland*s poor to broach. 
And stay her potent dukedoms and her. strengths. 
In vices like to jugg'd and foamy bear, 
'Neath watch and durance of their sovereignty. 
Thus Kings and Councib, drawing adverse ways. 
Disowning compromise with tender souls. 
Mischief pluckt down,§ their wilful heads upon ; 
M^e from the double, and yet diverse snare. 
Poor men sprang out withal. 



* The Parliament f Pastor Past«rim| Diooeian Episcopacy. 
t Pnebyteriaa Fditj. H League and CoTinaat. 

§ The sopDomacy of the army. 
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And I their guard/ 
Was as a peaceful merchant, wending far, 
On errand of the cautious caravan, • 
Circassian woods amid, where from some cave 
Issues a bold and treacherous mountaineer. 
His purse and blood thirsting : while sav'd of heaven 
Amid the strife, th* unoffending guest. 
His foot plants on the wily churl's neck. 
And must with needful vehemence repel. 
And whirling scimitar, the mad approach 
Of weapon'd helpmate, and her furious brood ; 
By nature stung, ruing their sire, but held 
In curb, tearing their clustered ringlets fair : 
And all the while exculpate of his guilt. 
Aye, e'en the curs and mastiffs of the flock 
Grin and beyelp the stintingf combatant. 

Mrs. Claypole. 

Complex beyond compare, the tangled web 
And travers'd intertexture of our fate ; 
And unexpress'd, the involutions strange 
Of our polemic broil of swords and words. 
None can array the plastic polity 



• In the Protectorate. " t Forced onwiniDgly to arme. 
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That summon'd into being all the play 

Of clashing wits^ aad stern colliding jar . 

Of mind confronting mind* in conflict new : 

Where old sedate opinion did not croueb, 

As wont in cl(Hster'd abbacies and halls. 

But issued on the stage of human life 

Unparallel'd in sequence and impcnrt. 

The pale mechanic when his work he chalk'd, 

Schem'd too the architecture of the State, 

And cogitative ploughman furrow'd still 

Capacious bound of hierarchal rule. 

When time shall serve, I will that thou rehearse 

The springs and tendons of those shifting times. 

I call to mind once, when at dead of night,*t 
As to my childish fancy gloom*d the hour 

Preceding dawn of day ; that in a squall 

Of gusty haste, my sisterhood and 1 

A-murmuring from our kindly beds were pluck'd. 

And garb'd in hurly burly speed : when she 

Our mother, taught it was at conscience call. 

We went our lot to urge on distant shores :% 

Ah ! little did I reck its force to breed 



* Henry Vlllth told the people that they, being but brutes, were 
not competent to inttract him in the act of goyemment. 
t In allnsion to CromwelL*s Emigration scene. t America. 
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. Abandonment of the sweet bonds ot home. 
Then by the gleam of torches, glar'da train 
Of harness'd horse, and heapy carriage trio^m'd ,. 
For the alert occasion ; in a stroke. 
Shut in and prompt, the gravelly wheels gave note,- 
That we had left our native nook for aye : 
Our toys forsook, and turtle doves, alas ! 
And baby summ^house by green ai^h stem. 
Forgotten at the scamp*ring moment, when 
The sparkled morn peep'd thro' the speedy .trees, . 
Pass'd, ere the eye their wheeling umbrage scMn'd : 
And thus in smoky haste, the live long day 
We bowl'd along, martyrs of sickly sleep 
Or dozing stupor, all unwont to roam 
Our pleasant meadow's mossy bourne beyond. 
Till the declining sun to our eyes 8f»ead . ; 
What seem'd a marveirdreadi of gleamy whiter ^ 
Thou saids't it was the sea : whereat uprous-d 
And gloating jpn its fair^jand strange «3^aQsej 
My soul some taste of far eternity^ . * 
Till then unlearned and unfelt, achieiv'd. 
And long in deep and pensive reverie, 
I could have cradled my compilaoenli thoughts, . 

Its boundless and unruffledxalms. withia 'r-- 

But ihatwitb.bead »euttt» was'«iyiflly Ust . ■ 
Th' illustrious sh6w, and we o'er rattling ps^es ' 



fi: ' :?tfr 
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Thro' alleys strait^ ourselves arrest within 
An ancient haven's stirring liberties t 
Whose foreign semblance, and amphibious gear/ 
And wild outlandish groups, betoken'd straight. 
That at this mark, England with alien realms, 
Touch'd, and in broken converse join'd the hand* 
And 'mid the skurry of a bee-hive tori. 
And din of driving labour, creak of ropes. 
And oary stretch upon the heaving deep. 
The gallant prow we gain'd, that was to prove 
Our festal home, 'mid storm and vent'rous waves. 
And fix some thousand leagues of friendly brine. 
Us, and the cark of tortious foes betwixt.* 

■ 

Causeless delay meanwhile, and stop appeared 
The mode ; few words were interchanged with those 
Companions of our sad and hopeless fate ; 
And heavy heart wore vacant look, prolonged 
Intense to abstract fixedness and gloom. 
But fiercely broke by fits, with malcontent 
Disquiet, and fervent ardourf to be gone : 
And stified murmurs at the cloudless sky. 
And lazy zephyr, languish'd all aws^. 



* KingHiDd Bisbopi, and penal laws against toleiatlon. 
t Lest the^ be intercepted b^ an order of Council. 
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But sportive childhood reckt not firets like these. 

Methinks our gentle Richard* still I view. 

In sunbeam of the deck leant tranquilly, 

With eyes that did outazure t&e pale skies, 

Survey the sheet hung idly by the mast ; 

His sprightlier comradef hobbled on the helm, 

The roughton*d seaman*s mignionet and friend. 

Whilst our loquacious menials whispering prate 

Of perils of the far and raging seas : 

Of dolphins, mermaids, monsters of the mftip. 

And yet more startling chances of the shore, 

Across atlantic billows, wreck of ship 

On friendless coasts^ and gloomy rivers chpak*d 

Of thorny thicket, where the native wretch 

In starveling cave crouches ; where lions lurk. 

And all the woodland shudders at the howl. 

Twas sad to view the last farewell of love, 

And cruel sunder of inwoven heart&i 

That would not twain. The reckless sob and wail 

Of bosom-bursted females ; and austere 

And bitter look of high and hardened men^ 

That all averted, leant upon the side. 



« Her brother, afterwards Protector. 

t Henry CropiweU, Lor4 Liettte9iml,:9C..tolMi4/:;j>C .# more 
energetic character. tJum X^lchard. 
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Unbidden moisture of the eye to choke, 

Or watch the bubbles float the ocean tide. 

That might them of the brittle frame remind 

Of subhmary bliss. An artless maid. 

Scarce fourteen summers old, thus plain*d of one. 

Whom in her singleness of mind she Iov*d, 

In strains that -sometimes chime upon my thought, 

Tho* years have worn the half-forgotten theme. 



Why wilt thou row away, and rend 

From my swol'n breast thy throbbing heart ? 
Alas ! if I unclasp my hand. 

And sob thy full set sail depart, 

I doom that I shall never strain 

Thy palm, nor tell thy heart beat more. — 
Then, meet not the pernicious main. 

To couch where tameless monsters roar. 

Full kindly smiles my mother's cot. 
Lurking beneath the castle grey : 

Return, FU choose thee for my lot. 
Nurse thee, and never say thee nay. 
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I'll stir the fire for thee : all day 
For thee FU raise the spindle's hum ; 

I'll strew the floor with leaves, and stay 
Within, and watch while thou dost come. 

Filberts FU hoard. When thou art faint. 
Thy barb'rous overtoil FU breast : 

111 tune thee sonnets, and will chant 
The psalm thou lovest, ere thou rest. 

I'll lull thee on my knees, my tress 

Shall brace thy neck, and round thee twine 

When thou art pale, FU thee caress 
All night by fire gloom ; nor repine. 

Ah, wouldst thou die, thy breath FU catch 
At mirkest noon of sorrow's pride : 

And long before the morning watch 
I'll droop, and still me by thy side. 

And sweetly shall we rest, nor brook 
Changes, nor ever more shall part. — 

Then stay, and turn that long, last look, 
That wastes poor Isabella's heart ! 



lOT 



Cromwell. 

Alas ! Young stricken Fawn : — ^yea» had our Liege 

Witness'd our personality and woe. 

The buttressed purpose of his stem decrees 

Strain'd by such deluge of collective rills. 

Had yielded to the soft, and passion'd flood 

Of subject's tears ; but that the mitred kings* 

Propp'd his designs to stay their sovereignty. 

Now, had I at the hour thou speak'st of, left 

In chase of liberty. Old England's strand. 

And with her fled to leafy wilds, or where 

On polar ice, pil'd to the wintry heavens. 

The houseless bear outraves the flickering storm ; 

By writ and brief estopp'd,t my path stemm'd up, 

I must relapse, and wage the battle proud 

Of iron fate : 'twas womanish to wail. 

And heaven's hand, by methods dread and strange, 

Upheld amain my unattempted march. 

Mrs. Clatpolr. 

None can the siftmg woes of war rehearse, j^i 



• Chorchmeii. f He was arrested by order of the King. 

R 
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Or its unkind, and thorough spread detect, 

like him who dodg*<l it thro' the drear campaign,* 

And witnessed 'mid the scourges of the earth. 

No curse alike the soul-pursmog sword. 

Yet sometimes heaven wills it he unsheath'd. 

For fence of a heaven-granted predous trust. 

And such stint use, thou mad'st of thine, I deem. 

For thou wert meek and gentle to thy foes. 

And wounded at the wild unpurposed waste. 

The wailing peasants home-felt joys that raz*d 

Amid the lawless broilf of warring hosts. 

So I, beiug bred in camps in hostile march. 

The hushful onler of my sex unlike. 

Of striding battle and turmoil could sing. 

And like a miming runic harp, declare 

The move, the onset, and the throttling strife. 

The hymn of conquest ; the funereal wail 

For bier-borne foes ; — to fondle thy revenge. 

Or rilower reiterate honour on thy pomp. 

But that the sad, and sunken theme thou loath*st, 

A sepulchre that made of English homes : 



* Of the civil wan. 

■» 

t Froai this inast be excepted the military excursions in Irelandt 
which, though exaggerated* as If they had included move than, the 
soldiers of the garrison, are not to be defended : but must remain 
a decided and lamenteMe stain on Cromwell's duvBeter. 



IM 



And wouldst that ia unmemoried abyss 

Were drowned its sanguined shame. Much have I wept« 

The fragments fell following, of battle use, 

Adown and up Old England's fenceless fields ; 

When cross-grain'd ruin spiteful strewed around^ 

Gap of destruction, unroofd mischief, where 

Once lucent comfort reigned, and blithesome peace. 

Yet never did my prying foot traverse 

Her controverted and renowned edge, 

To northward, nor my peering sight survey 

The rearing peaks of Scotland, whence her hawks 

Have twice the limits of the age within 

The bounds of Tweed* overflown, t'unspell the drows'd 

lion of England ; to forbode his wrongs. 

And wisdom-worded lure him to revenge. 

I pray thee, if not burdensome I prove» 

Of this same brisk and fervid race, discourse. 



* If Scotland had not, at this time, 'exhibited to England a pre- 
cedent, in standing ont for liberty against the tuorpations of the 
Crown ; for ought that appears^ the hitter would ha^e Just, by de- 
grees, settled down into suljection to a Monarch, without parlia- 
ments, or any other representative polity. This alteration had 
already been accomplished in France and Spain ; and Hie drift of 
affairs seemed hastening towards it in this ishmd. Pttlft]^, there- 
fore, the existing liberty of England, and other parts of Europe and 
America, must thus be traced, as its extreme fountain head, to the 
*' Perferyidum genus Scotorum.** 
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For 1 am blandish'd when thy converse runs 
Current and free, and thy sage lips release 
Abstract and chain'd up thought ; the wasty blank 
Of life to people blithe. I deprecate 
Thy range recluse the garden glades amid. 
When night and horror dwell among the trees ; 
Where strain'd by loneliness, and stellar gloom. 
Care thine eye wastes, and hollows out thy cheek. 

Cromwell. 

Something foretells that vague diffuse discourse^ 
Onr study truante fW>m unfiction'd things. 
Howbeit will I a witless tale rehearse 
Among thofiie northern wasps* that did befall^ 
Whose wicked hum yet chimes upon my ear. 

Then know, the boreal stretch of this wide realm. 
Brothers not with the south, in drowsy flats. 
In thick-breath'd level, and unvaried shade. 
With fat luxuriant harvest saturate. 
But rears itself, th' august and barren clime. 
In fearful summits that transfix the clouds. 
Scarce boonded by the heavens : and from its tops 



• The Soot*. 
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And towering altitodes, graceful descends 

The verdant curve of far-retiring glen. 

With beauteous rivers gemm*d, and the soft maze 

Of branchy forest, arching o'er the banks. 

Gleams on this hand the grey ascent of crags. 

Whence in a sea of prone and salient foam^ 

Pours down amain the roaring strength of floods. 

Yonder the heathroofd cottage stoops beneath 

The mouldering willows by the wimpling brooks. 

On a green plat lov*d of the evening sun. 

The vasty barriers of the land within, 

Wander'd of russet fox, and mountain wolf. 

The snowy ridges soar, not overtopt 

By strong-wing*d eagle in his flight sublime. 

And on the outside ocean, the rapt eye 

Of the land-nearing mariner doth sweep. 

With festal glance, from upheavM beacon peak 

Anear the stars, slope to the foamy base ; 

Where thundering surge, with ceaseless onset digs. 

And drills the echoing caveiii, laying bare 

The elements and frame work of the globe. 

In this illustrious nativity. 

Dwells fast by mossy knoll, the mountaineer, 

Fearless of foreign wrong. To him well known, 

And pleasant to his soul, each lofty form. 

And crowning pinnacle : he knows them all 
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By name ; and every dry and verdant dell, 
Where spurns the gentle roe her leafy lair, 
Arous'd by faint glance of the uprisen sun. 
And many a gallant tale of war and love, 
In woven song to ford and pass, he leagues, 
To lowly holm,* half-circled by the brooks, 
To hoary rock, and deep dark-brovm abyss 
Of the majestic region : in whose close 
He trusts that he shall lay his bones to rest ; 
And that his untam'd sons, with solemn hand 
May softly shut his eyelids, and may wield 
His crook and sword, and cheer his giant hounds. 
Whom he his meads bequeaths, and purple bills. 
With all their wild deer, and bass gorcocks cry : 
Together with each dibbling hoof that treads 
His wattled pens : aye, and his heir-loom feuds. 
His old and lofty name, and his revenge. 
Such testy subject of essay within. 
It was our lot to camp^ on middle height 
Some little space the falcon's nest beneath. 
Where free of our alert competitors,! 
Entrenched we sat, impatient to break forth ; 



* Not an island, bat a flat field on a river side, in a hilly coun- 
try: see part of the banks of Doon in Ayrshire. 

f The Soots Presbyterians were then at war with the English 
Army. 
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And satiate with our qualmy prisonmenty 

Heart-pining at the length of frustrate stop 

And stay obsidional, I idly stak'd 

A vent*rou8 hazard ;* whereunto methought 

I had been summoned by my angel guard. 

For longing sore, the likelihood to pry 

Of forted valley, and embattled steep, 

Secret I glided from our vesper watch 

In some disguise ; and using knee and foot. 

Crept for some leagues the ragged mountain sides ; 

Where past the red, and clitf-hung mountain ash. 

The lucent linn into its cistern pours ; 

And guag*d with wary eye, the strong defiles 

That trench and open up the barred land. 

At length more bold, I quit the region where 

The vultury gledd devours the harried lamb. 

And flaps, with burrowing besik, the sweet-bon*d prey, 

(Emblem of priest, talon'd with temporal power.) 

Dropping to vale of human habitance. 

Where from the lowland hamlet softly wi'eathes 

The smoky curl, and blithe heart-quick*ning notes 

Of sportive children urge the eve-brought herd. 

The spindling matron chiding their delay. 

But I, like eremite eschewing man, 

* A spy adventure. 
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Shunn'd the sweet neighbourhood : sad chance of war ! 

And stealing from the sunset environs. 

Where yellow corn peep'd through the oaken copse. 

Slunk down the mazes of the winding dell ; 

Where noble highland river, hurrying pour*d 

A crystal deluge 'mid his gravelly banks : 

In whose translucent bottom, twinkling glid 

The mottled trout, each nimble turn descried^^ 

Beneath pellucid fathoms : all uncar*d 

Devolves the flood, and wastes its limpid depths 

Adown unpopulous wilds. Then cross'd a strait 

And barky bridge, and thread the hazel banks. 

Or trod a pathway modelFd by th^ foot 

Of rovers of th' incult and sylvan scene. 

The mellow tints of gloaming* glow'd around. 

And to the setting sun, the jetty merle 

Pour'd out his lay benign : melodious, strong. 

And 'mid each tuneful pause, the lesser throats 

A volley streamed of shrill mellifluous tones. 

And I, apptoaching a green purple plat 

With blae-berries bedeck'd, which did o'erhang 

The hasty flood that wet the pensile birch. 

On which the fervent songster, princely perch *d. 

To view more near, his red bill and his gloss. 



• Twilight. 
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Lo ! firom the drding underwood upsprang 
A guard of plaided Scotch ! — And so in brief, 
I was disarmed and bound ; but further strife. 
And thus it was my lot, to ponder well 
The blind profusion of my given life. 
Not vainly given ; and the sacred cause 
Of godly freedom,* idly perilFd, where 
It had been charged, and was link*d withal. 
Nathless I did entrust to heaven in faith 
The dangerous occasion, and was help'd. 

Mas. Clatpole. 

Alas ! no other succour seems of skill. 
Puissant to clear thee from this fatal chance. 
The good result I pray thee quickly tell, 
I bum to compass thy deliverance. 

Cromwell. 

My captors, altho' courteous, prov'd to be 
Uncompromising, resolute and bold ; 
And yet no military picquet pitched 
In vanguard of a principal array, 

* Religiotts toleration committed to his person. 
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But consort rude of rustic fnends who wont. 

Apart withdrawn to privacy remote. 

In cordial conference to meditate 

The pressing verities of worlds unseen,* 

The line to throw, and souud their sliding course 

In life's precarious voyage, or persuade 

Guidance divine for their pit-falFn steps. 

But in the murky fray of pell-mell times. 

Each quaintly arm'd with reaching glaive uncouth. 

Nor with more missile ruin unpreparM. 

So these superior hearts, esteeming still 

A pilgrim round their state, saw it not meet 

The chance that threw me in their fellowship. 

Of weight to chasm their devout employ ; 

Or interrupt their act a fane to form 

Of the untempled spot, 'neath canopy 

Of spacious heaven : all living nature round 

And lifeless nature witnessing the rite. 

I, too, whose hlood was now a forfeiture,! 

By the unsparing rule of ruthless wai*, 

Yeanfd hopeless with the fervid choir to join. 

Howheit, did I somewhat fret to find]: 

That tho* we hent unto the same dread power. 



* A fellowship-meeting in Scotland— see note at the end. 
f The panishment of a spy is death by military law. 
t Their Presbyterian narrowness. 
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The self-same Presence for our spirits pled. 
One pnre and searchless sacrifice confess'd» 
Shrank at one equal, and fell frame <^ sin» 
And thirsted for like costly wine of joy ; — 
Yet did these estimate their southern guest. 
Infringer of Messiah's polity. 
Foe to God and his diurch ; whence they debarred 
All else that miss'd to worship in their mode* 
And thus partook their cast of querulousness ; 
Counting themselves like to that plaintive church 
That wasted, wept at distant Babel streams.* 
One mite they held from despot law franchis'd 
Of Presbyter-array, as loss of all. 
And thus betokened still their bosom's chime 
Solicitude : a site where adverse cords 
A dirgefiil peal sounded. High patriot love 
For their enamour'd realm,t which they presaged 
Would sink a tainted sovereignty beneath. 
Their saintly church, in pristine formj deduced 
From origin divine, laniate and torn. 
And souls of men to nether ruin. tost. 

These ; and similitude of OMMumfui thought. 
And each peculiar sum of laden guilt 



* Psalm czxxvii. f Scotland under the rule of Independentt. 

t Acts XT. 28. 
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Burd*aing each penanc'd heart,* blent dark and deep 

In their devotion's strain. Yet, strung with hope. 

The glances of that pitying eye, they wait. 

That from his sanctuary's height looks down. 

And mercy brings to Zion,t and doth set 

Time when her down-strew'd towers shall be restor'd. 

So they rang'd in their sylvan chapel sat. 

Within the chancel of an arched ash. 

And on their weapons leant : their hearts attuned. 

And thus aloud the holy descant rung : — 



I. 



How great's* the "goodness thou for them 
That fear thee keep'st in store : 

And wrought for them Uiat trust in thee 
The sons of men before. 

II. 

In secret of thy presence thou 
Shalt hide them firom man's pride : 

From strife of tongues thou closely shalt. 
As in a tent, them hide* 



• I Kings viiL 38. t Psalm di. 19. 

* Psalm zw* 19. Scotch translation. 



III. 
All praise and thanks be to the I/»d, 

For he hath magnified 
His wondrous love to me within 

A city fortified. 

IV. 

For from thine eyes, cnt off I am, 

I in my haste had said : 
My voice yet heard'st thou, when to thee 

With cries my moan I made. 

V. 

O love the Lord» all ye his saints. 
Because the Lord doth guard 

The faithful, and he plenteously 
Proud doers doth reward. 

VI. 

Be of good courage, and he strength 
Unto your heart shaH send : 

All ye whose hope and confidence 
Doth on the Lord dqiend. 

The godly sounds the painted air suffus'd, 

S 
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Silenced the gurgle of the niuibing flpod 

And melody" of wofM)9.: and boirae unto 

The ear-pleas'd hamlet» st|ly*d^the humj^f.toU: , 
And childhood swei^ijtj^ h|Uf woye chfiplet dropt» 
And thought upon the royal shephArd/a.iuoanf 
The Jordan's stream beyond ; or Joseph stray'd 
On eastern plams, towaids.hyi brother's hate^ 
But now the intense conclave, abstract from all 
Outward created thmg, and with«erect ., 
Obeisance, stretch'd towards the throne^ of Gpd» 
Which they await in glorious yista op*d 
To the rapt eye of faith : insatiate claims f 
Preferred they to His ear, who ceaseless lists 
His wailing prisoner's cry ; abjuring all 
Peculiar worth ; forcing the patient heavenst 
With their Messiah's unpric'd sacrifice.. 
Long, long by turns they f^ed, 9iid oft .their wre^th'd 
And straiten'd lips, denoted wondrous flights ; 
As if their prosperous assault firom earth 
Had near'd the gat^a of liis^r and 8;weetly jdiytwij 
The prize assur'd to the^stroj^ ha^d.of prayei:^. . 
Their prayers upflew^.as.o^tb^jqaaspm'd cbinrch,. 
Such is my hope, by incense clouds jperfum'd.Jh 
And so exhaust, they cease ; their weary hearts 






• David, t ^"sh^ xl?. 11. t Mat^ew zi. 1%. || Hw. tUL S. 
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Addressing to a low and plaintiTe dirge : 

" O that 'twere with me, as in months of old, 

** When God preserved me, and his eandk shone 

" Upon my head, and in his glorious light 

** I darliling walk'd, as in my days of youth, 

*' When hidden favour of the Lord heset 

*' My curtcdns, and my steps I wash'd in oil.' 



ii I 
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And now a portion of inspired writ 

Cull'd with selectest care,* they muse and mix 

With prudent note, and contemj^tion wise. ^ 

** fGive ear to my prayer, O God, and hide not thy- 
self from my suppUcation. 

'* Attend unto me, and hear me, I mourn in my ooni- 
plaint and make a noise. ' •• 

*' Because of the Toioe 6f the enemy, because of the 
oppression of the wicked : for they cast iniquity upon 
me, and in wrath thc^ hate me. 

" My heart is sore pain'd within me : ssad ^e ter- 
rors of death are fkllen upon me: 

^< Fearfulness and trembling are con^ upon me, and 
horror hath overwhelmed me. 



* Religieai eonferenoe. f psalms It. 



172 



" And I said, O that I had mngs like a dove ; for 
then would I % away and be at rest ; 

<< So then would I' wander afaf off^ and i^main in 
the wilderness. Selah. 

'* I would hasten m^ escape from the windy storm 
and tempest." 



Now from these sacred summits to descend. 

The valley of mere human life unto : 

Methinks could I an earthly good admire, 

Or idol make of some grave stroke of state, 

'Twould be the triumph whereon Scotland rests 

Her strength and gl6ry : the perennial task* 

Of her sage populace, and nobk strife 

With mental blindness and unlettered sloth, 

Fervently wag'd of the wise nurtured race. 

Wherewith the pampered ignorance she foils. 

And proud pretence of tiie disdainful s(mA. 

Bright spectacle of mother-wit, fieebdm 

That I have haii*d her rustic sons among i 

Of mighty strength, a fascinating show. 

In workings of the mind of hard-palm'd men. 

In bible lore well-told, and little else : 

Taught with their hearts to commune, and to frame 



* Parish scboois, ibe. kc. 
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Judgment on loftiest themes, and image true. 

But I must close : gathering afiairs do roll 

Their sphere enormous ;* so I not rehearse. 

Discourse expatiate of each several carle. . 

Till that one ancient hoary crown engrossed 

The appointed thesis; whose deep-trenched cheek 

The search had stood of ninety winters' snows, \» 

And limbs gigant shewed like some stalwart tower. .• i 

As if some deep Divine, bemusing far . . / 

Beyond terrestrial limit, knows his core 

Brimful of crimson'd fragrance, and the sweets 

Of some eternal blossom dern*d amid 

The verdant things of time. So the Rustic old . ., 

A waft experiencing of heavenly force, ^ u 

Urg'd past the bounds concise of space and time, 

And push'd his glorious march to radiant worlds. 

The which his pregnant soul right well approved 

Anear his aged reach ; soon then he dropt .... 

The meditation of all earthly thing, . . 

And into heaven of heavens soar'd aloft. 

(My soul in circling eddies, whirl'd the while, 

Becalm'd, yet near a cataract of joy,) . 

When forth the hoary Prophet, such a show 



His public business. 
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And pageantry of bliss, to tbe mind rear'd. 

When ransom'd of the Lord, with songs shall oome 

And everlasting mirth* upon iMr heads. 

And the rapt sphit like a dove shoHid fiit 

From wind and tempest scaping, in the slraie 

And holiest salegiiard ef eternal stPMigtk ; 

And so his labouring langnage taird to ncA 

Utterance for the swol^n torrents of iis mmlt 

That I, with'sudi a storm, hettin^d awdj£raught» 

Of rushing extacy ;-— ^e pocnr clay cup 

Could farth^ not contain ; and prone I. fell ^ 

Love sick of heafven,t to the prostrate grouniL 

Whereat they kind to my extremity. 

My bands u&girt, and rid my outer garb ; < .' 

And thence descrying on the inner vest ' 

Some bauble tokm of suprenej command. 

Stood for A spaee aside, to watch that health 

My heart might raiovate : but I nathless, 

Us'd to such scatheless frense as had me €au^t. 

Knowing my force unminith*d ; freed from stay 4 — ' 

Like Indian leopard — th' heavens thnist me strength — 

Sprang o*er the heads of the amaz'd divan 

Into the hurrying flood : — And, ere their minds 



* Isaiah zxzy. 10. f Song of Solomon, v. 8. 

I Of the English forces. 
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To wiles iinus'dy aad hairbreadth scapes of war. 

Have gather'd their exploded thoughts ; — ^had div*d 

Into the depth of forest, and begun 

My prosp'rous flight ; and so, with fiuioiis haste 

I pierc*d the crackling woods^ and fieroely qped 

As squadroned host had thundered in the rear. 

For leagues, thro' woodland, bog and leafy brake. 

And verdant quagmire, or foot faithful swaid. 

Till far ronote and sheltered from pursuit. 

And whispering breathless, for such strange. rescoe 

Thanks to His hand, aroond that oompass*d me ; 

And in my poverty the cause* preserv'd 

He had at generous heart. But so the shades 

Of hightfall round me closed long ere I proved. 

By doubtless marks, I was approached the lines 

Of sgrmed safetyf of my brave compeers. 

And so indulging grateful pause from stress. 

And effort desperate, pleas*d I ruminate 

My unexpected flight : nor e'er agun 

The beauteous and sylvan spot surveyed. 

Of my short liv'd captivity ; driv'n on 

To darker scenes, and change of deeper hue. 

Nor searched the well remember'd face of men 

My deadliest foes, yet friends : and whom my heart 



* Religious toleration. f CWmp of the English. 
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Wellwish'd : yea, whom I thought to greet in heaven. 

And now what next befel, methinks I check 

T' uncover, or to pass it from my lips : 

For whether that my spirit held her catch 

Of this frail tenenient, I cannot speak : 

Howbeit, weary, faint, with toil exhaust. 

And a tense stretch of over-urgent thought^ 

I leant me to a broad, and ancient oak. 

The planets beaming thro' the darkling leaves. 

And to my contemplation as it seem'd 

Second watch of the night :>~calmly around 

Soft zephyr kiss'd each object, all was hush. 

The distant waterfall except, that sang, 

With stilly sound, on the night faring ear. 

And symphonied with solitude and shade. 

And in the soul's recess obscure, I own'd 

Some shuddering token, that the sombrous scene. 

Was populous in other race than man.* 

And I thus set, and striving to recall 



^ To understand this night scene it may be remembered that 
after Admiral Blake, Mrs. Claypole, and Cromwell bad been in- 
terred in Westminster Abbey, their sepulchres were Tiolated at 
the Restoration. 

For a concise account of the Taibhsdearachd or Second Si|;bt, 
see Armstrong's Gaelic Dictionary. 
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To mind, the sentry signal of our guard. 
Was first arrested by the lonely voice 
Of fox, that howFd from the opposing stretch 
Of mountain that ascended to the spheres ; 
Whose dark retreats in deadliest mystery pall*d» 
Hung like a curtain thwart th* opacous night. 
When that at first, what seem'd a speck, I spied. 
Or brightening star, upon the screen obscure. 
Which widening out, in glorious light disclos'd 
(With adverse rivaird, and bele«^uering gloom,) 
The lofty cloister of Cathedral proud ; 
The hither side removed and cancelled dowa 
To manifest th' illumined pomp within ; 
Where arched roof, and stately buttress gleam'd. 
Pavement, and antique window, strew*d with |[>la2e. 
And soon my eyes unto, the luminous void 
Was peopled by a solemn pageant slow 
Of mourners garb'd in white ; and on a bier 
What seem*d a noble corse, wrapt in the wide 
And blood-red ensign of dread England's fleet : 
And thus into a recent grave was lower'd. 
With mournful dignity, and awful show, 
Th' illustrious load ; and the receding troop 
Made way for new interment : — which methought 
Of youthful matron seem*d, whcun my sperse wite 
To recognise or gather, stram^d in vain. 



i 
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But yearning anaocoantable me caught 

At heart ; which seem'd as it would madly bui*st 

The steely curb, my guarded brefist that bound. 

And I beheld the whke form seek the tomb 

That clos'd around^ as that last sweetest link 

That knit my spirit to the cheerless world. — 

When lo ! I winc'd, as if my name were spoke 

In some sinister unsuspected place; 

And straight was swiftly changed the hurrying scene, 

To stately tumult, maze methodical^ 

The spectacle august of royalty^ 

Some Emperor of high and mighty note, 

Earth'd amid awful ritual and pomp. 

And as the splendour dimm'd, and twilight reign'd. 

Beyond the apparition, I perceiv'd 

The troublous wave of banners in the air. 

And evil times, and medley mix of swords : , 

And in the front a naked steed, like that 

My courser dear in Nasebys helpful field. 

His noble head most piteously droop'd, 

And mane luxuriant swept th* eclipsed ground ; 

Where as the waning light more hideous grew, 

Methought amid the thickened air I spied 

Strange shapes that hover'd from the charnel cells. 

And birds of dismal'st omen, cruel goules. 

That violate the dead man's sacred sleep : 

And further had I seen 
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Mrs. Claypole. 

O my sweet sire ! 
My gracious lord, I pray thee turn thy bent 
From themes like these, precarious, vain, and wild. 
That do not profit ; bnt to present woe 
Heap heavier load of bad imagined things* 

But now to action :--^mucli I merit blame 
For that let slip my treacheibus memory. 
This mail despatchful : tehder'd while thou slept, 
And in surprise awak'dst, while I entic*d 
With my untimely prate, thy firee discourse. 

(Gives a sealed despatch from Piedmont ^ which fhe 
Protector reads, not withaiU emotion.) 

Alas ! I thought to lure thee out of care. 
In vain, I fear : th«re*fi inurky doubt witiiin 
That sheet, and straining caik upon thy Up. 

Cromwell. 

• • • f ■ 

See, «ee t where will the silly lambs* be safe, 

* ProteatMito of ^eTilkyi^ 
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And creep from piecemeal, and pursuing spoil : — 

Mark, how the cruel Popedom stirs itself, 

And heaps fiesh dolour on our bleeding breasts. 

Mrs. CLA.TPOZJI. 
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(Lifting up boih kamd^, having dropi tke pnper.) 

Avenge, O Lord, thy idaughter'd saints, whose bones 

Lie scattered on the Alpine mamitftins o^ ; 

Even them who kepi thy truth, so'pore of old. 
When all oar fathers worshippid stocks aad «loMi; 
Forget not ; in thy book record theii gvoaas. 

Who were thy sheep, and in tl»ir anoiettt feld; 

Slain by the bloody Piedmontese, that roird 
Mother with infant down the rocks. The moans 
The vales redouUed to the hilh, and they 

To heaven. Their martyred blood and ashes sow 
0*er all the Italian fields, wheoe. still doth stray 

The triple tyrant ; that firom these may gfow 
A hundred fold, who having leant thy way. 

Early may fly the Babylonian woe.* 



* Milton** Sonneta 
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Cromwell. 

The smiling infant, wrenched from the breast, 

And changed, O pitying heaven ! a headless corse : — 

Flagitiousness unparallel'd, unknown : 

By ruthfullest of fell mankind reserved 

For Papacy's demoniac stretch of sin. 

Accursed, filthy vulture I* gorged with hearts 

Of little young things : I will wind a mesh 

Thy sweepy wings around, will toil thee so, 

Thou'lt henceforUi roll thy sordid eyes in vain. 

O man of sin ! fulfil thy mete of guilt 

Until it irk the weary sky to stay 

The muttered thunder. 

Brother meek of France ;t 
We shall take special leave, in courtesy, 
T* undo thy petty fingering of this broil : 
Or make our claim known at the Paris gates. 
With such a hatch of English at our back. 
As once did topple off thy golden crown.J 
Now do they rate me for some sapling soft, ^ 



• The Popedom. 

t French troope had been employed in the penecntion. 

t In days of Henry V. of England. 

T 
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A reed — ^a rush — a trash to spit upon ; 

That in the view of all beholding eyes, 

They, with the fragments of my friends, me front. 

And dare me with this matchless feat of hell. 

So : Fm a man of peace ; — 'tis false — Fm born 
To eye the reeling column in the fhiy. 
And smite, smite, till my ruby blade be brimmed. 
And drunk with slaughter : — O, if I must whet 
The sword of England once, and bearding gripe 
This puny Dukedom I* heaven do so to me. 
And more, if I shall leave him but a man 
To sob the history. 

Unheard of CMrse ! 
The blood of girls soaks the trackless snows ; — 
Peace, peace ! O what have I to do with thee ?t 
Now is my soul on fire : and welcome war. 
Heady and headstrong, as in days 6f yore, 
Ten thousand fold swoFn up ! too long I sleep. 
And dream o'er this abyss of treachery. 

Come then, and tutor me, thou Minister 

Of wrath and doom It that at the dead of night. 



* The Duke of Savoy, agent in the massacre, 
t Peaeehad hitherto been the policy of the ProtectOEate. 

t Destroying Angel. 
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Amid the haunts of peopled sleep, walked forth. 
Where solemn stillness yet outwent thy march : 
But shrieks and horror chas*d upon thy track : 
When Egypt and her king, with frantic fit. 
Found that eadi ravish'd and despoliate house 
\^thin his beat, rav'd o'er a dead first bom» 
Ck)me then ! and hold my heaven-holpen hand. 
That I may sling the might of England forth, 
mi thou direct die firm and twinkling Ix^t, 
The brow of that gigantic charm unto 
Of deadly Rome ; that with bold sorcerous tongue. 
Forked and dipt amid tartarean gall. 
Defies the armies of the living faith* 
Now, by th' eternal guidance of the spheres. 
And starry robe of its yet infant realms, 
I swear — 

Mrs. Clatpolb. 

O swear not by the potent heaven : 
It is the throne of God ;* yea, my sweet sire. 
Swear not at all : lest it should fall to harm. 



^ Mathew v. d4<. 



IM 



^ Cromwell* 
* 
Blessed be thou, my daughter^ that hath stayed 
My baneful tongue from breaking his behest. 
Who will not hold me goiltleas : O, I err, 
By night, by day, in thinking, word and deed« 
And thus doth Salem train, me z^f^ior my soul 
Hears the alarm of war-^while I have lost. 
By oversafety, that my emrthLy^uaidyt...! .r 
Dismissed too soon; and. at my utmost need. 

Right vainly sougl^t for, 'mid o!erwhdjiitng iU« . 

• . • . 

Mrs. ClAYmije^ „.-. ■."•••■<•'•■ 

O wherefore dost thou look so pale, my lord I r, . 
And strain'st the wrapment of thy mailed vest. 

Cromwell. 

Hush ! heard'st thou jiq( their foptstep t 4aiiger difws 
Around me, O my child I — Stir not for life. — 
Crouch thee behind : — and breathe not for thy soul ! 
Who are within ? — Come forth— declare yourselves i 



* His life-guard inadvertently discharged. 



IM 



Alas ! but life is sweet. 



(Enter a Fifih Monarchyman.*) 

Friend, dost thoti eome akHte ; and wherefore come. 
So malapert, where priraey would dwelL 

Fifth MoNARCHY-MANi 

It likes my humour well : Would please in sooth, 
My bosom-hugg*d device Mmply to tkthte 
Its countless honour, with aught mful dust, 
That in his nostril draws the breath of life. 
Therefore alone to this bright feat I wend, 
And to that drift stood I in wet and storm. 
By streets and comers of the ettfs bo«mds ; 
Aye, for these lengthy, but uiltedious years ; 
And I the dsrk night into day have tum'd. 
And am familiar with each chink and pass 
Wherewith thou mightest be approach'd : save that 
The fiend hath prospered hitherto thy watch. 
And thou art guarded round with triple brass 



* They were extremely hostile to the Protectorate : and once c~ 
twice attempted Cromwell's life. They were miscbievotis fanati 
•^unlike the miUeBiariaas of the ftmmt day* 
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All to this lustrous hour. And ^ my dreams 
And crystal visions UAd that tend I must. 
And wait thro' tribulation iny intent. 
And oversearched texts come yet in sum 
To this amount ; what my hand, finds to do, 
I must with aU my might. Yea have I op'd 
The holy volume till I am asham'd. 
And ever find.it thus, thou art decreed 
The message from my hand to take, that once 
Was tendered unto Eglon,* when hfi trod 
The adopted circumcision under fopt» 
And dared to rule the husbandry ^God* 
Therefore thou subtle artist of all sin^ ^ 
Vacate thy monstrous and usurjped seat 
To him that for a thousand years on earth 
Launches his gradous rdgn : yea^ unto ity^ 
His messenger, by wondrous signals chiME^'d 
To expedite and fit his glorious. throne* : 

Cromwell. . 

Friend, business summons me : thy presence rnafs 
My purpose. Pray thee to depart in peace : 
Thy thoughts prepostVous in thy breast possess, 

■■•'•' 

^ JS,iDg of Moab. Judge* III. 
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So they not rash to hami in outward act : 
Thou art informed that all this realm within. 
For bare opinion, shall not be infringed. 

Fifth Monarcht-BIan. 

Now for this word, thou worthy art to die. 
E'en tho* thy sin did not outgrow the spheres. 
O thou unleam'd in Christ I who dost ebnnive. 
And vindicate all the accursed spawn 
Of prelacy and pomp ; and Scottish ntodes^ 
Conscious of their abhorrence of the truth.* 
Yea, e*en the scum and recrement of Rome 
May mountebank their idols unimpeach^d. 
Their crust may deify, and gulp their god 
In sin unspeakable : while thou dost wink 
And lure a thunder cloud upon the land. 
The method of thy sovereignty, I hate ! 
That stays the glory of the latter day,t 
Wherefore prepare : Great Heaven hath numbered 
Thy vended Commonwealth, and finish'd it. 



* Religious opinioDf wer« in general tolerated in the Protectorate. 

t The millenDiam. 
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CROMW&Lt* 

Surely thou waaderest in thy mind : for ne'er 
Did I wrong you or yotir's t Beseech thee mark^ 
Thy life b predons, which thou sport'st withal : 
Preserve it to repent^ and doie with heat<en. 

FtVm MOKAHCHY^SKAN. 

O Satan ! who the choicest text can quote 

Of penmanship divine for thy pretence. 

But come ! thou epoch bright z* o'ertop the hills ; 

The earth illumine, ioid transport thy MaK^e 

To lowest shore of hell— Henceforth all flesh |3 

Shall grudge my glory ; yet afcdl oaH me West. 

(Draws d weapon.) 



CRC>MWELt. 



Keep off !— Look to thyself— beware— thou*rt mad ! 



*Re?. zx. 8* 
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Fifth Monarchy-man. 

Dost menace, viper ^ Have then at thy heart. 

(Strikes at the Pratect&r's breatt, whose shirt of mail 
resists the paignard, and blunts it,) 

Art thou that Devih, whom we fear ; and hide'st 
The most envenom'd point that England boasts ! 



• • > . > 



Cromwell. 

I do obtest thee by thy costly soul. 
Rush not upon the boBses of my diield : 
But that my heart is parched, and eyes are di^^ 
I could beweep thee from thy sad intent. 

Fifth Monarchy-man. 

Blest be that forecast from beyond the sea. 
That did provide me in a store of edge. — 
And now I tell theei most protentous fi^nd ! 
I will be chopt in shreds, or blown abroad 
Like rind and peel of onion ; ere I stop 
Or swerve the slimmest hair from my design : 
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Till that thou bleed *neath this judicial arm ; 
Thou, and thy total spawn and brood of fiends : — 
For I descry,* thy lurking couch behind, 
That thinks to 'scape the bitterness of fate ! 

Cromwell. - 

Thou probest at the quick. — I may not thus 
Tarry and trifle. — ^Down then to the grave ! 
Lo ! hath the fingerf of All-righteous power 
Touch'd thee to doom. 

(Strikes the assasrin with a cmiceakd dagger, whofaUs.) 

O dear and flickering shades f 
Of friendst ^^^^ hover from primeval snows^ 
Forgive me that I leap not to revenge 

Of your thick-pelting wrongs : 

> 

(Turns round and sees his daughter fallen doum sense- 
less.) 

Frail, fragile sex ! 
Scar'd with the give-and-take of blows and blood : 



* Mrs. Claypole. f Cromwell a mere iiittrumenL 

t Protestants of the yalleys. 
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I prithee, why so blanch, my lily-rose ? 
Methiuks Fve seen thee face a fiercer broil. 
Pith fails : O destiny where driv'st thou to ? 
Come to my arms; Fll take thee unto help. 
For thou*rt the life-charm of my weary path, 
And bear*st the taper, that doth guide my feet. 
And in right-early days, thou didst me choose. 
To waste thy love upon : henceforth thou hold'st 
Thy father's heart, within thy unfeign'd breast. 

How marble-pale thou art ! — O murky thought! 
Methinks thou art the white, and beauteous form, 
I saw sepulchred upon Highland heaths !* 
Let me read in thy face, and see if all 
My hopef on earth is murder*d : — 

Treacherous fancy ! 
Prefer thy lying curses to the fools 
That will absorb them. O my disaster*d spirit: 
Time wings away, and in his ceaseless change 
Trails opportunity from forth our pinch. 
That 'scapes our fingers — O come ! stifien up : 
There's work before thee ;X cast these fantasies 
Out to the whistling winds ; to work, to work ; 
While it call'd to-day : mirk night pursues 



* Vide page 178. f Hla daughter his last hope^— iSee &tme, ffc, 

t Saccour to the Protestants. 
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Our traces. — Come, come, let^s begone, and set 
Our heavy springs of ^tion to their speed. 

Methinks each fleeting moment bears a sting, 
From Alpine heights, 'neath its reproachful wing. 

(Exit, bearing Mrs. Claypoi^P motionless in his 
arms,) 



NOTES. 



NOTES. 



Book Third, Page 166, Line 1. 

« Consort rude of rustic friends, who wont 

Apart withdraw to privacy remote. 

In cordial oonfinrence to meditate 

The pressing verities of worlds noseen." 

The national character of the Scots has been esteemed an olject 
not unworthy the contemplation of Philosophers and Statesmen ; 
and well merited praise has been bestowed on their system of paro< 
chial education, in reference to this subject Enquirers who have 
searched somewhat fiurther, find it necessary to award part of their 
own commendation, and of the credit of this state of things, to 
the intimate connection that is said to subsist between the congre- 
gations, and the Clergy of Scotland. 

As I am not aware that any <me has, as yet, considered what 
agency the practice of weekly private fellowship meetings has had 
in the formation of the Scottish character, I devote this note to 
the hope, that some competent person may be induced to investigate 
and disclose thir interesting portion of the interior frame or con- 
stitution of that nation. For so far from its being generally known 



IV 



or appreciated, it has probably never been heard of south of 
Tweed : —nay, I am peraoaded that the very name is a hidden 
and occult term to the major part of the higher classes, even in 
North Britain. 

A fellowship-meeting is the assemblage of a few pioua neigh- 
bours for derotional purposes, on an evening generally about the 
middle of the week : the members seldom exceeding six or eight 
in number. The exercise generally used, is as follows : A short 
blessing is asked ; two or three verses of a psalm are sung^ a 
prayer ; a chapter of scripture read. A passage of holy writ hav- 
ing l>een appointed the preceding week, the members successively 
discourse briefly upon it. The service condndes with a psalm or 
prayer ; and occupies from an hour and a half, to two hours. 

Associations of this kind sec^m to have been of ancient date in 
Scotland : they are mentioned with approbation by Bishop Burnet 
in the history of his own times. For a considerable period, they 
have been cherished, chiefly, I have understood, by the Seceding 
interest : though they are, by no means, confined to that part of 
the northern church, or unobservable among the more serious por- 
tion of the national Kirk establishment. 

It may be proper to mention in passing, that meetings of this 
descilptien are not to be confounded with the shawy convoeati4Mit 
common in various parts of England ; and somewhat reynhmuML 
in the life of the late Commentator Scott. They are, on the con- 
trary, in their polity, of a nature modest and retiring : and seem 
to partake mneh of that feature, which was reckoned an invalua- 
ble one in the character of a Roman Matron at least ; that they 
are never heard of by the public at lasge. 

The pious reader will be at no loss to appreciate how advanta- 
geons confraternities of this unobtrusive sort, may prvve to the 
preservation of the influence of genuine religion opon te mind in 
the interval between the Sabbaths ; too apt to be suffused and last 
in the atmosphere of the world. His recollection also may point 



out how apposite the mental eaierdfle adopted at such eocietiet, is 
to the practice of the Saints in Scriptorey in reference to such pas- 
sages as these :— 

" Then they that feared the Lord, spake often one to iinotber, 
and the Lord hearkened.*'— MalachI iii. 16. 

" Let us consider one another, to provoke unto love and good 
words, exhorting one another.**— Hebrews z. 24. 

<* Come and hear all ye that fear God, and I will declare what 
he hath done for my soul." — Fsalm Ixvi. 16. 

Nothing can be more rational ar consonant to the sodal part of 
man's nature, than a consortion and reciprocal attraction of friend- 
ly hearts for the purpose of oonferriilg on snch mntnal toykm : the 
most interesting and fitted to mature both the intelleotual and 
moral constitution. Indeed I have often wondered how the WiU 
berforoes and Series of our own age, could resist this natural tan* 
dency; and refirain from a retired and nnostottetiona weekly 
fellowship of friends, to treat of the 8o]cmn but dalightfal thsMia 
of eternity : and hava left the gknioos harvsat of stock allfauMti 
to be exclusively reaped by a few Scottish mechanics and ruatiea. 

But leaving the regard of this, the more important aspect of the 
subject, it may be contemplated in the relation it bears to the in- 
tellectual energies of the popnlatUm* And few employments can 
be imagined more fiivourable to the nurture of the adult mind. 
The text given out the preceding evening may be presumed to oc- 
cupy the leisure meditation of the members for a week* And as 
the labour of the peasantry, is in a great dcfree manual and me- 
chanical, it leaves a vacancy in the mind ; which is thus empty, and 
ready for the reception of any chain of thought that may present 
itself. Let us consider therefore the circumstances of a sober 
man of good natural talents ; with a genius somewhat cultivated 
by early education ; by the public and private instructions of the 
parochial Pastor; and by regfilar, if not copious, perusal of the 
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ScripCoMS, and other suitable works : and such a one, who in 
addition to these rare adyantages, has moreover participated In the 
prlvUeges of a well regnlaited social institution of the nature abo*re 
dsiflrihail, perhaps for tlie fertile ^aoe of thhrty or forty years : 
and it will not surprise that he should excel all other peasants in 
the world. He will inevitalily be led to habits of close thinking, 
to luminous arrangement of ideas, to methodizing of general prin- 
ciples and their results : and his weeldy practice will have the 
effisct of generating a facility and compression of style, a rational 
and serious eloquence. And thus a rustic habituated to such use 
will be elevated considerably above the capacities of individuals 
even of the upper classes in other nations. There will be acquired 
by him a competent skill in Biblical literature, some historical 
knowledge, and acquaintance with the body of the sacred text and 
theology in generaL There may also be gained exalted views of 
the attributes, creation, and providence of the Deity, and an esti^ 
•f his holiniss and truth : a knowledge of the original tin of 
and of Hm blsMsd covenant of redemption : adequate eonoepu 
tioos of the diaxader and offices of the Messiah ; the principles of 
christian morality; the doctrines of justification^ expiation and 
sanctification of the heart and life ; enlarged views of death and 
its remote consequences :— and particularly a rich and varied store 
of christian experience ; and familiarity with the origin, progress, 
and maturity of religious operation in the mind. 

And that this is not mere theory or probability, we may appeal 
to results that are known to exist. An excellent Divine, in writ- 
ing somewhere of the lower orders in the North of Scotland, with 
whose habits he was well informed, states, that their profound 
observations reminded him of the disquisitions of the celebrated 
Dr. Owen upon theological subjects, stript of his Greek quotations. 
And some individuals can say with truth, that, concealed in the 
recess of a retired fellowship meeting, with a few rustics and 
mechanics; they have listened to a higher species of teaching from 
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their lips, than it has ever been their lot to hear from the pulpit : 
and have been utterly astonished at the reach, and noble limplicity 
of the Tiews of truth, taken by the superior minds among them ; 
as well as captivated by the magnificent sublimity of their language. 
No man knows the height and depth of the Scottish character, 
who has not searched its mysteries, and computed its dimensions, 
in one of those withdrawn, and uncelebrated associations. 



THE END. 
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